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and externat rites or usages are collected and presetited under the
heading of " objects." Epithets are attaclied to a doctrine or an
act of wor.ship, s0 as to indicate that suchi a doctrine is to, be held
differently and that sucli an act is' to, be perforined wvit) a
new significance or in a riew nianner. Thus; wliat is ineant by
"ia consistent affirmation of the Divine basis of the Chiurch ?'
.Assuming that this refers not so inuchi to the churcli having been
founded by Christ, as to the Cliurchi being now sustaincd, and
quickened by Christ in bis several offices, one iniit ask what
true nember of our Churcli doubts it? The Apostie indeed
speaks frequently of Christ as a foundation [the new word for
whichi in the Prospectus being " basis,") but this is metaphorical
language, derived from the notions of a building. Our found-
ation is really at the top. Tien does "dconsistent affirmation" not
imniply doing something wvhich is not býing done at present in
,order to demonstate the views taken or carrying theni out more
extensively in new ways-all which ouglit to have been explained
in order to prevent mnisappreliension. The reiteration with new
forrns of expression of adniitted truthis lias the appearance of
either denying that these are adniitted, or of insinuatîng they
are extensively overlooked anid neglected.

A similar suspicious concisnees-s appears in the phrase, «'foster-
iiig of a due sense of the historic continuity of the Church." Is
this merely a newer and more canonical wva3 of saying that there
lias always been a cburch, and that the church of to-day is con-
nected by an invisible and indivisible cord with the Churchi of
the Aposties, Prophets and Patriarchs, thus expressing in new
termis the doctrines of the Westininister Confession in its twenty-
fifth chapter ? Dme any one tbink that the Church began in
the Sizteentfl Century, or that it wvas founded by Johin Knox?
A dead church or a dead part of a church has no existence and
ecau have no continuity; but a living church, or a livinig part of
.a dead church-in other words, true believers have neverceased.
'%Vhen a fact so obvious is affirined and a society is formedl to
affirm it, we must conclude eitbier that it bias, in the opinion of
the founders of the society, been denied or ignored and that
by historie continuity is ineant the mechanical and purely tech-
nical continuity of a succession of ordinations whicb have by
:supposition neyer been interrupted. A dead tree or a deadl part


