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General

It was about midnight on Thursday when Jesus and
his eleven disciples left the supper-room, after the lust
discourses and the intercessory prayer narrated by John,
John 13-17.  Judae had gone out hours before, and was
now on his traitorous ervand with the officers and band
from the chief priests, The Master and the eleven
walked down the slopes of the Kedron valley, and up

the Mount of Olives, until they reached an olivesgarden, |

which bore the name Gethsemane, or * oil-press."’ At
its entrance the Saviour left eight of hix disciples to
gaard against surprise, and with the chosen three en-
tered the dark retreat. The shadow of un appronching
azony gathered over his heart and drew its lines npon
hishrow. The prevision of his approaching deuth, with
all its horrors of physical, mental, and moral suffering.
the consciousness of innocence, the kowledge that he
was £00n to be abandoned by all, the full realization of
the world's guilt, which in some mysterions wiy he was
to bear—all these united to oppress his soul. He hade
the three disciples watch, while he shonld go further

Statement.
| within the grove to pray. Under the olive-trees he fell
upon his fuce, and poured out the ery of his inmost soul
before God. He pruyed that the cup of wrath and woe,
now pressing close upon his lips, might pass away, i
the Futher's love would permit. Feeling the need of
compuntonship in his suffering, he rose from the ground
| and returned to his disciples. Alus ! they were sleep-
ing in the hour when their eympathy wus most sorely
| needed! He awoke them with tender rebuke, and
| then entered the shudowe to pray once morg, with an
enrnestness which brought the blood in drops to lis
| fuce, and yet with a spirit of self-surrender,which cried,
“Thy will be done 1" Again he returned to his disei-
ples, and again found them overcome with sleep, A
third time e prayed, uttering the same words ; and
then the victory came, and pence 8wept over the xoul of
‘the Son of man. With calm countenance he aroused
| his followers, und went forth to meet the traitor and
his band.

Practical Notes.

Verse 36. Then cometh Jesus. This was prob- | (3) Note the thorough exquisite humanity in our Sar-

ably not far from midnight. The gates of the city
were left open during passover-week; and they muy
have pussed out by the one just north of the temple,
now called St. Stephen’s gate. With them. The
eleven disciples; u# Judas was now on his way with the
hand for hix arrest.  Gethsemane, *Oil press.” It
was an olive garden, on the western slope of the Mount
of Olives, A place supposed to represent the locality,
and certainly very near s now inclosed. Within it
are eight venerable olive-trees, perhaps the de<cendants
of those nnder which the agony took place. Unto the
diselples, 'To the main body, eizht in number, Sit
ze here, Perhaps as a guard against surprise; per-

aps because they could not enter into symoathy with
hi< sorrow as deeply as the three others. hile I go
and pray. He felt the need of communion with his
Father to support him in the approaching crisis. (1) If'
vy Sviour needed the help of prayer, how much more
o we need it ?

37, He took with him. As a nearer gnard, and to
give him the sympathy of their presence and prayers
while he prayed. Luke 22, 40. (2) * In great tria s we
love solitude, but to have friends near."—Bengel. Peter
and the twosons of Zebedee. The three who were the
natural leaders among the twelve; who hud witnessed
his transfiguration; and who more thoroughly than the
rest could sympathize with him. Began to be sor-
rowful and very heavy. All the words employed by
the gospel writers represent intense mental and spirit-
unl suffering. We can only hint at the elements
which may have entered into this ngnn{. 1) The con-
sciousness of the near nrprnnch of death to onein the

rime of manhood, in vigorous health, and in fullness
of intellectual powers, 2) The foreknowledge of all
the physical tortures of the thorns, the scourge, the
pails, and the cross, harder to bear than their ex-

erience. 8) The full prevision of the mental anguish,
n the kiss of Judas, the denial of Peter, the desertion
of all the disciples, the undeserved malice of the peo-
ple, the perversion of his good into evil, the conscions-
ness of the nurest nims misunderstood and misrepre-
sented. 4) _he fact of his own freedom to escape from
the terrible fate, the feeling that by an act of the will
he might avoid it, may have caused a momentary con-
flict between the higher will and the human nature,
ended by his entire submission to the redemptive plan.
5) The temptings of Satan (Luke 4. 13: Heb, 2. 18),
who always takes advantage of hours of weakness,
6) A mystery, which human thought eannot fathom, of
the world's guilt pressing down upon his pure soul.

38, M{ soul. According to the best psychology,
“ the soul here is the human soul, the seat of the affec-
tions and passions, and not the higher spiritual being."
—Alford. Borrowful, even unto death. Insuch an
agony as would destroy life, if it were not allevinted or
divine comfort bestowed. atch with me. 8o that
he might be conscious of their sympathy, up to the
measure of their power to bestow it. (2) Fren a
sympathy with another in sorrow is a strong comfort.

| cesses of the garden

iur's craving for sympathy.

39. Went a little further, Deeper into the re-
hout & stone's cust,” according
to Luke, Fell on his face. The attitude of the most
complete self-surrender and the deepest earnestness,
my Father. Even in the depth of his agony, the
Son of man did not forzet that God was his Father,
(4) In the darkest hours hold on to the strong cord of the
Father's love, If it be possible. If the great ends of
redemption for which he had become incarnate could
be accomplished in any other way. Let this cup pass
from we. * Thecup,” or, a8 given in Mark, **the
hour.” meant not uny one element ot his suffering, hut
its totulity—the triais which that hour was to usher in,
the betrayal, the wrongs, the death, its « ngs.
physical, mental, and spiritual, Not
thou wilt. Under all the shrinking of his humun
nature, there lay the will of Jesus in complete necord
with the divine purpose, (5) Let us proy as our Moister
prayed in trouble : humbly. directly, earnestly, beliecingly,
and submissively.

40, Unto the disciples. The three whom he had
left near to watch, Findeth them asicep. Not in
deep slumber, but in a drowsy condition. ~Lunke says,
**sleeping for sorrow ;"' that is,as the result of the ex-
citement and anxiety which they had felt since he had
forewarned them of his own death and of their for-
saking of him. ** They forget sorrow in sleep ; Christ
conquers it by prayer.' —Abbotl. Saith unto Peter,
‘I'he leader of the apostles, and the one who had so
lately vaunted his own faithfulness, Could ye not
watch. He bad not asked them to wrestle, but only to
watch : a small request, even as *'a cupof cold water,”
which they might have given If their will had been
stronger, One hour. Perhaps an indication, more or
less definite, of the duration of the agony ; or an allu-
hlon to the event as an hour or period in the Saviour’s

e

41, Watch and pray. A double precept, and
necessary ; for as Wm. Jays says, *‘ Prayer without
watching 18 hypooﬂs_v: and watehing with ut prayer
Ing:numpunn.‘ That ye enter not into temptation.
“Lest you place yourselves under the power of the
u’mrler b; your own neglect.” Th irit indeed i
willing, but the flesh is weak, A sentence which
might l‘)ply equally well both to Christ and the dis-
ciples. In both, the spirit was in accord with God's
will ; while the flesh, or physical nature, was shrinking.
But in Christ the will conquered the flesh: while the
disciples’ bodily weakness overbore their will, (6) Let
us consull the spirit, not the flesh, in God's service,

42, Again the second time, Luke tells us that he
prayed more earnestly than before, insomuch that he
sweat, us it were, great drops of blood. Luke 22, 44.
If this cup may not pass. Notice the change in the
prayer, showing that more and more the will of the
man Jesus was nhlmnr itself according to the divine
will, Except | drink it. Clearly he saw that the re-
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