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groups i the course of history, this scems Io bc the mnost
positive in its character.

Hardly ativ form of combat could be barer, fr-eer fromn
deviations, more tinveiled than the warlare hetw,%eet caffital
and labour. It is calculated to engrender storii quialities of'
stoicisma, -and powers of corporate action, and few illusions.

The spectacle of the great triumphis of' aplplied. science,
which lias had so strongr an ell'ect on the industrial pop)ul-
tion, hias been also hostile gerlyto the presence of that
kind of mysticisin w',%hich Cis a faivoratble atinosphere for
genius. Not thatt such an incompatibilitv should be more
thaît tr-ansitory, or that the deveiopment of science ini any
direction is ini itself' aýntagonistic to the de-elôpmnt of
other kinds of creative power. But stich a deterrent
influence is pcrhaps coiiuiected with certain characteristies
of modern scientific inethod, and with an overweeingi-
confidence in the possibilîties of sc.ience, wvhich does exist.
With such abtuidance of material, so many lie%-, fields
stretchingr before us, it is diflicuit aiways to remrember that
we are oniy picking- Up pebbles on. the shore. And as the
realm, of law is alw-avs iincreasiing, an d one, departinent
after aniother, Nvhich had seerned o0itside, is brought under
its sway, there is a ten<leicv to suppose that evcrything' iii
the universe must be g-ovcrnied by those very laws with
whichi we are already fimiIiar, and to forgret that out of the
unplumhed reality beyond soiîne incalculable element may
proceed which xvYill rnake our reckoingics VaIini But to be
ceaselessly conscions of this possibility is to, bc a mystic,
and it is this faculty of expectation which is really fruitful
in the sphere of' greiius, scientifie or otherwise.

Mysticism thus seems to be fading ii .America with the
progress of trade organisations, and the irnposing advance
Of practical science. Idealistic philosophy is of less accout
in Germany, and grreat mnusicians there are rarer, as also
grreat poets in France and E inland, and in Italy.

There are one or two agreiicies -,t work, which xv-iii per-
haps do something i n England ait least, to counteract, this
tendency, and as one, which is special to the time, rnay be
mentioned, the real influence of Indian tlîought, made iinto
a factor of some weight, flie last half century, by the miuch
dloser communication maintained betweeiî E tgrland and
India. There is present lu Eniiîiid, and influential in
socicty, ini politics, and literature, a number of men of the


