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1100(1, wvho knew the hiaunts of tie frail anieunonie and the fracrrant
violet, aiid welcoIuie( Mie first 1loodroot atid biepatica, Or inter
rejoiced i the 1eauty of the 'vild rose hiedges, and waited for
the coiinig of thie brilliant cardinial 1lowver. We love the fIowvers
that oui' chil<l baii(s hiave liel(1. These speakz to us as njone
othiers eau. A wvealth of association endears t1 eua to its. lie-
cause wve rejoice ini thein beyondf ail others, let us 1111 the biauds.
of the children wit1i ilowers, Iind bind thenii together with beau-
tifuil tboliglts.

Bli~t wvbi1e we eneouiragie the childreîî to seek aiid tind the
spriug( treasuires andl to knowv tieni iu their bomies, let us tuard
agaiinst any ruthless destruction of tlieir beautty. Iii the nieighi-
borhood of towns ani cies many ilowers have becoine extinct,
1)ecause tbiey have been gathered iu so great iuxuhiers tliat no,
seed lias ripenie(. Can wve flot learii to Il love the woo(lr(se and
leave it on its stalk ?" We kuiowv hiow instinctive is the desire of
p)ossessionI, and l how quickly the littie fiingers claspq the tender
stemn, only to tliroý. thbe f1owver aside to withier as another becoînes
miore attractive. Left ii its place, the flower igh lt have deligblted
other eyes, or borne fruitw~hichi would inisure ax multitude of
blossomns another summiiier. Wordswvorth lias iinînîortalized for
us the Il goldoni daflbdils" whichi lie sawv dancinc iin the -iiunliçrlbt.
Hie speaks, of theui as seen agluii aiagaii by "that inwardi eye,
wbicli is the bliss of solitude." Caxi we xîot~ lellp the chijîdreil
to realize thiat they are more truly possesor of the bjeauty in
whichi tlwy deliglit wvhen tliey carry away its pietuire iii thieir
tbougbit, than wvben thiey rutlilessly destroy the life wliichi is
beyond thieir powver to give ?

Nowv a wvord to tbe city teachiers, wliose children are sbuit
awvay fromn fields and brookzs anid woods. Wliat eau we (Io) for
thieni ? iheir nee1 is great. They have s0 little shiare ini the
generous gifts of Mothier IEarth. Thiey are shuit out froiîi thieir
own inheiritance. .And witli this loss coiiies one greater thau we
realize. 1-Zo1bed of the floîvers ini thieir child-life, tbev will miss
always tlxý Il beautiftil pictures wvhicli biang ou rniemnioryý's wvalls'-
in our riebier lives. Poein and story suggCest to us býrookz and
field and] wvood ; no0 answvering mernory respunds, wl'ben thiese
children speli out the wvords s0 full of ineaning to us.

1 bave seen the grriniy biauds wvhich pale-faced eldren reachi
olit, as 1 have passe d Ilalley or texiement row" in the city, and
have bieard the "Msiplease (rive me a flower," unitil miv hieart
acbied for the starved chiildren,. wliose eyes have xiever'looked
uipon a meadowv ricli ini daisies anmi buttercups. Siall we s'ay
that nature study is flot for these, because the material is not
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