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B3EES ANDf ]POULTRY.

TO A E BEE-KEEPING

~PROP1TAZILE.

Isaac Hutching, an American authority on
the apiary, gives the following, advice on the
subject: " To make beo-keeping profitable
we aliould keep the best strains of Italian
bees in preference te the black or German
bees. Some of the new races of bee may
prove equai, or supericr te the Italians, but
tliey lia'e net been sufficiently tested te wvar-
rant a chiange. Tlio dollar queen traffic, il
righly managcd, will be a blessing te the
intelligent apiarists, -, it wili open a market
for the small and inférier qucens that muight
otlierwise fipid their wvay into the class off
tested queens. I believe that becs wvinter
botter and build up quicker in the spring,
where tliey are well packed with cliaif or dry
sawdust on their summer stands, than tliey
do wlien wintered in a ceilar. Spring dwind-
ling, I believe, in most cases, is a resuit of
cellar wintering. Those wvho winter in a
cellar use a single walled hive, and whien tliey
put themn eut in the spring the sun will warmn
tli se that nîany wiil fly eut when the air
is s0 cold that they become chilled and nover
returu. If we have a few days of wvarm
weather, and tlioy have aIl the brood that
they can care for, one coId niglit xviii drive
the becs inte a cluster and leave the brood te
die. The bee-hive needs protection fromi the
rays of the sun and the celd storms and winds
of early spring, as mudli as it doos in the win-
ter nionths when there is ne brood te chili.
We should encourage breeding early in thc
spring, rcmexnbering that it is the carly bees
that st-,.ce the surplus lioney. The old box
hive is a thing of tie pu.t with all progressive
bee-keepers. A movabie comb bive is indis-
pensable to'profitable bee-kceping. As soon

-as the weatlier will admit àL the spring we
should examine ecdi colony, se that we may
know if they are in need of any of our aid.
No. 1 may have lest their queen; No. 2 nay
be short of stores; No. 3 may ho weak in
numbers and ne,'d a frame of ripe brood. It
would be very difficuit te ascertain LIe wvants
of a colony in a box hive witiîout movable
comb frames. I shouid ho very sorry te have
-a colony die for wvant cf food or care, after
they have survîved our cold winter. If our
«bees are well wintered and well cared for in
the spring, tliey wli be ready te divide the
swarm before Lie white clover honey harvest.
If wo divide it sliouid be donc at beast ton
days before tlie lioney flowv commences, and
tho honey sections should ho put on soon after,
so that the bees niay get sett]ed down te
business in season te give us good return. In
dividing, leave oacI coiony as streng as it wil
do, and net induce swarming."

FEEDING YOUNAG CHIOKS.

On this subject our excellent centeniporary
Fa-m and Garden writes :-Young chicks
cannot procure green food at this season, and«I
consequently are subj oct te constipation -vhich1
sometimos destroys a whole brood. Tho dhief
trouble is feoding raw soft food. This is net
injurlous, however, iff it consists cf ail that is
required for the growth cf the chieks. In the
.arl.y stages the feathering is very rapid, which

acceunts for the constant appetiteocf the
chicks, which keep their crops fuil ail] the
titne. But there ia sucli a thing as starving
tIe chicks aven in tie midst cf pienty, and
that is the policy often pursqued by those wlie
feed liberally but net the right kind. Cern
meal certainly serves te croate lipat in the
chicks, a veryV essential matter, for tliey sîouid
be warin and comfortable, but tlie chick in its
first stages demands material for bone and
featiers, and in order toecaL enougli corn meai
te supply tie naturai want in tint direction
tie internai organs are impaired and the chick
droops. Negct wvill se retard a dhick that
iL cannot recover. Tie Ioss of a single moeal
wiil often do this, and lience tie nccessity fer
reguiiarity in feeding. Tie demand for the
production of bone and feathers is mostly for
lime, and this should ho accompanied by iren
and phosphoî'ic acid. Lime may be given in
the shape cf bone meal, greund fine, oyster
sheils, or as oid mortar puiverized. Even
blacked lime is appropriated for use, and the
food aise contains traces cf it. Iron exists in
ail vegetation in minute quantitites, but a littie
copperas solution te Lie drinking water will
suppiy ail that is neoded.

Tie best metliod cf feeding is Le allow
nothing the first twenty-four heurs. Thon
give liard boiled egg for a day or two. iL is
weIi after that time te mix togetier one part
cern meal, twe parts grounà cats, and oe
part wlicat bran (slip stuif> moistened -witli
boiling water te a crumbly dougih. Once in a
whie give masied petatees, and occasienally
vary witli a little liard boiied eggs, chopped
cahbage, boiled turnips, etc., keep warmi and
dry, feed regularby, and keep theni up on
stormy days.

T.IAE TO THINK AND RE VIE W.

An Exchange giveg the fcllowing c« good
and Limeiy " advice:

As the spring advances iL wiii be weil te
review tie past season's work, and sec where-
in we have faeld; te try and avoid like mis-
takes in the future. The wiuter and early
spring is a good time te read upon tic subjeet
in liand, thon tliere wii be less danger cf
Laiiures in Lhe time te corne. Hives and fix-
tures necesqsary for the season's work should
ail be secured in Limes. Do net wait until
you are ini urgent need cf these Lhings before
ordering, but order early and thus aveid net
cnly tlie boss of time, but becs and honey, for
time with us is mency, fer which we work.
The writer knows from experionce cf wvlat
lie writes.

On Lhe ameunt cf surplus socured depends
the profit cf tie apiary, and for this end, iL
sheuld be our aim. The lieney crop sliould
consist cf buth comb and extracted honey.
For the former, large sections are lest, for
home consumptien or for a home market, but
for tIe general market, the one peund sec-
tions are the favourites. But lot the object
sougît le what iL may, the first and inost
important part of it ail is to le ready in mime,
for ini this may depend the entire success cf
a soason's work.

FEEDING twice a day is often enough.
Three Limes a day wiil make grahrnas, Coehins,
Plymnouth R~ocks, and Wyandottes toc fat to
's'y.

SALT FOR POUTRE.

A writei' in the Coitntry Gentleman bias
settlcd thi' iucli-diseussed question te his
satisfaction. He says :-Tô get at the true
facts I have been feeding sait te ail my poul-
try, young and old aliko, and closely watching
the resuit. J? have Led it in cold musli a.nd
hot, in bran and everything elso, all the spring
and summier (se far) with the following re-
suits :-The poultry will eat ail kinds of salted
food in prcfercnce te unsalted ; they are bat-
ter in general liealth; not a louse of any kind
in young or old (the first year I have been
able te say s0>, and they are ail beginning te
moult, inany of themn layiDg as theugli not
moulting. Eggs are cheap now, and the hiens
will be ready for Lall laying when the weather
is coid and eggs scarce. This may or may
not be the resuit of feeding sait largely te
them, but I amn conipelled to believe this to be
so, as there are some other peculiarities. I
have noticed one feature which mnay not be in
faveur of sait--the liens being more persist-
entiy inclined to sit, it being very difficult te
break off the inclination; they sit much closer
than usual. Ail seem voraciouisly fond of
green food of any kind, and have eaten a large
quantity of clover, grass, young corn and
other similar food. My observations lead me
te conclude that qait is a needed condiment
for ail our pouitry, and in ail points beueficie.i
te themn. Pigeons are excessiveiy fond of sait
in any form, and why sliouid not our pouitry
ho also ? Sucli being tho true status, it be-
heoves us to consider their needs and attend
te themn. ____

TuIE OOST OF KEZPEVG A HEY.

The cost of keeping a hien depends upon
lier abiity to forage, and the labour bestowed
upon her by lier ewner. As slieep are con-
sidered the scavengers of the farmn thoy may
be said to have suitable companions in poul-
try. It is a saving of niaterial to convert
refuse into saleable eggs, and the result of the
hen's efforts in that, direction shouid not be
entercd in the account-book, and if it does
she should be crcdited, as an offset, with tlie
amount saved that wvould otherwise be wasted.'
Her feed lias been estimated by some practi-
cal pouitry breeders as tlio value of a bushel
of cern, but sucli a caiculation cannot ho
relied upon, as it costs more te keep a lien in
Quebec than it does ir Virgiinia, with the ad-
vantage of an eazlier spring, in faveur of a
southern climate, te say nothing of tho znany
open days of winter wlien but littie snow is
on the ground. She wiil also begin te lay
earlîer and larger, wean lier chicks sooner, and
require lms care and attention, which are.
items of cost. Thon, again, ne twe liens are
the saine. Breeds make a differenco, and the
kinel of feed lias an influence. The cheapest
la sometimes too dear, as it is net the kind
demanded. No one can safely state the cost
of keeping a hon, exoept for lis own section.

As tlie spring cornes so wilI vermin. White-
wash witli carbolie acid in it will prevent
theni.

KEEP fat hons on ground oats, and avoid
corn or wheat. The best remedy for this
trouble is exercise, and the more active -tIce
Lowl the boss liability ini that direction. Leg-
horns are usually exempt from being to< fat.
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