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IZ. JOHN CA,'!I:RON, having Sevcrcd hb
tutrol of the London Ad.-erliser. A banquet was

dered hinm on the evening of Saturday last, at
el large numiiber of represenitative min %wcre

prcnt, and cloquent speeches delivcred. Mlr
airtfl'ron,, an cxpericnced joursialist, and a man of

lighi princi pIc, has conscicntiouisly advocated whlat lie
believed to be in dthe public intcrcst, and wvaç alwvays
rcady to hclp fortvard cvcry cause having for its aiîn
the advancement of the bcst intercsts of the people
H-e carrnes wvith him thic cordial %vll.wvishIcs of the
niany friends he made during his sojourn ini Toronto.

AS soon as the dcscision on thec Dods-Bruce caseA Vas given, the question asked by everybody
wvas "Whiat will they do ?" The answer that is being
given by the daily acts of the learncd gentlemen
themselvcs ik that they %vill go on with thicir work as
usual, and probably bc more careful about tileir utter-
ances on certain points. Whethcr flic Asseînbly
ccnsured Dr. Dods or merely admoilishlcd huit is a
(question on vvhich there is a differcunce of opinion.
What.tevcr the Supreme Couart did, Dr. Dods cati

stand t. 1lie is in some respects a great mnan, and
cati afford to be admonishcd , he is a good manî, and
wi11 bow respectlully to constituted authorty-or
leave. A smail man cannot afford to be censuircd,
or even admonished. A dîfficulty wvith a really
good man on a doctrinal point or for that matter on
any point, is flot half so awkward a matter is a dliff-
culty wvith an unprincipled feilow who is rcady to
do or say anything. The better a man is the more
easily can lie bc deaIt with.

AMONG the best old country letters wve sce are
Athose of Dr. Walker published in the Jntterior-.

Refcrring to the Dods-Bruce case in the Assenibly
he says :

Peopi(e have looked forward ta a very anxious Assembly.
~Ir was known that the cases of Prafessors Dods and Btruce

were to corne up, and fears were expressed in some quarters
that these could not be settied without a break up of the
Church. The end has corne, however, and strange to say,
the Church seems mnore hearty and un :ed than ever. Hnw
carne this about, you may ask? Well 1 for one thing, mnuch
prayer was offcred for the Assembly, and the resuit is gener.
aIIy recognized as an answer to prayer. And for another
thing, great credit is due to the wisdomn and skill of the
Church leaders.
Exactly l'le people and thecir ministers praycd
much and the leader-; of the great Assemnbly lied
wisely and skilfully, and now the cliurch «'scems
more hearty and united than ever." There mever
\s much serious trouble Mhen the people pray and
the leaders lead wisely and skilfull3' The trouble
cotqes in %when dihe people forget to pray and the
leaders have no qualifications but conceit and self-
assertion.

S1'OM E of thec terins used iii the reports of the
S Dods.l3ruce case sounid soinewhat strangely to

Canacian cars. For example, the motion înoved by
Dr. Adatmi. and which carricd, ks called the "officiai"
motion. What docs that mean > In plain English
kt meâns that the motion made by D)r. Adam %vas
ýibmitted to Dr. Rainy, the- unchallcnged leader"
of the biouse, and sccurcd bis approval. In this
democratic country wc are not in the habit of
submitting motions tai individual mcen before sub-
mitting them to deliberative bodies. At ail events,
nobody feels under any obligations to do so.
\Ve plume ourselves upon our independience, and
think ourts a more excellent wvay, but it is as
plain as the sun at noon.dlay that leadership, inudise
Free Church meaning of that tcrim, has some
undoubted advantages,. Whcther it ks a good thing
or a bad thing depends entirely on the kind of man
that lcads. Leadcrship by Chalmers wvas an
undoubtcci, unimixcd blcssing. In fact, lcadcrs;hip in
any deliberative body is not a matter of chcice at
ail. Xhcre there is a man %vhio can lead, lic always,

T Hl,'ianner in %vhich the American and FrcClîurch Assemblies disposed of the two rnost
1important cases that came before tbcm afrords

another illustration ai tIhe fact that great qtvistions
are oftemî lîandlcd %iw i îuch less friction than smal
aties. Mani> people niot spccially giventa t taking
thecir troubles in advance predicted tlîat the Dods
case wvoxld produce serions if not lasting trouble ini
the l"rec Assemibly. As a matter ai fact the diuscus-
sian iva' entirely creditable ta thîe great Asscmbly,
anid the deliverance bias given satisfaction ta the
great majarity ai reasotiable unen. Our adviccs are
tîrat the agitation ts dyiiîg out ver>' fast. Milen the
Americani Assembly was about ta meet sensation-

sloyers expcctcd what atm Methodist fni(ýnds %ail a
tgoad time. TIhe revisiair discussion %vas going ta be

a sort ai ecclesiastical eiartiqttake. \Vhen tihe dis-
cussiaoi took Place it lîad so miucl i o the Spirit ai

fChrist iin it that the filht-lovers arnd sensation-loyers
ivcre dîs-tusted. A great question for the discussion
ai whicih men pr,:pare tlremuscives. and in the discus-

ision afilibtley être at thecir bcst, is muci mare
easiIy managed i a creditable tvay than a sudden
distussimî about tihe decc«tscd ivîfe's sister.

S EATEI) at lus eamp-fire tihe patniarch ai the
Itrior thus mru-,es -

Last lit1 read a parier v)~ the Ministers' Association on
rthe " Church Unuversal," which was passed around and read

by some 'whn dianet hear i, but 1 put it aside as immature.
Since then Chartes Lnring Brace has published a volume
which covers, in extenso, the same ground. takes substantially
the same views, and fortifies them with the same qurotatians

iwh'ch 1 employed. *rhe titie of hus book us 1' The tinknown
God, or Inspiratuon Amang Pre.Christian Races." 1 have
long been impressed with the thought that the pure anl Iofty
conceptions of divine truth found among heathen sages af
the olden lime coutd nom have heen reached by the unaided

1human mind-that they iisui have been communicated by
1the divine mind. 1 will not proceed wuth the thought here-
Sbut onty note thus . That apotogetmc theotogy wiI be forced

into this field, and wult be compelted ta occupy tt. The Church
wilt be under the necessiiy of extenduog hem borders un order
ta defend her citadel. I shoutd luke very much ta sec a review
of MIr. Brace's book by a thoroughly.equipped and independ
ent ttiinkung professer of apotogeics.
Send tîrat book ta Proiessor John Camipbell, LLD.,
Presbytcriani Collegre, Momitreal. lie is a thoroughly
cquipped and indepeirdent reviewer. Whether
apoîogetic theology tvili be forced ta occupy this
field or îlot the subject is an intenseîy interestîng
one ard Dr. John Camnpbell us just the' mani ta do it
justice-and the book too.

T 1'ililei is ai tihe opinioni that the ideal
rlgiotus editor bas not yet came. MVien he

does; coule atar conteunporary thinks he ryjîl posess
ail these admirable qualities -

There shoutd be a touch of hum')ur and a sprinkle af the
Attic sali. In addition ta a fine liuerary style ,-and by fine we
do net imean flord -the -LomnLng religins etbtor ought ta be
quick in recognizing points ai interest, and ini turoing them ta
accounit. He ought ta be wide in his range of knowtedge and
deep un spots-the more of these sun-spis the better. He
must be broad and generous in hus Christian sympathies. lie
sL.ould bc clear un hîs convictions, and they should be un htm,
net outsude af hum. He should b "cpablesqf hard work and
like it -rapid on the trait of a subject, and hot hiable te get
lest. He should bc rught ai firsi, rather than sorry afmerw .ls.

rHe must not be a crank nar a bigot -nor a hobty-rider-itt
least he miust have sense enaugh ta do his hobby'cantering
nutside the columnns of the p uper. He must know how mu gem
away. Very often an edumoru il wrmrer catches a Tartar-ant'
he must know what ta (Io wmth hum.
WVhen this ide-il editar cornes-aur contemporary
does not give the probable d.rte ai bis arrivai --even
hie cantiot -et out a paper tiîat ivill plIeaseeverbody.
The very first qualification, " a toucîr ai humnour,"
migbht knock off a subscmiber or twa. Soine people
tlrirk a religiau£ paper ouglht ta be solemiy stupid.
Tihe absence ai bigotry would îlot please a bigot, a
craiuj îvould wvant cranky articles, and tIhe Trobby-
horst' reader miglit «" stop Iris paper" if the' editor
did not take an occasiomial canter on bis steci inside
the' columus. Tire ideai editor, ien hie cames,
ivili, like ail otîrer editors, have samcthing ta contend
against. Stillit %wouîd bc a good tlring ta havc him.
I>erhaps lie may arrive along witir the' ideal preacher,
and tihe ideal pastar, and tire ideai pmofcssor ofithea-
logy, and the' ideal eider and tire icical husband and
thre ideal wvife and a1 tIre other ideal people that we
irear s0 muci aboi,,' It is high time some ai these
people had put 1ur1 an àippearance.

TH E M ~Y w'iiYffqngelist gives some fatherly
Tadmý'Zioen t e ' iinisters and eIders wha

dispensed - t1ite Lorcl's supper at the Saratoga As-
sembly. « The' occasion was ln some way robbed

or its solemnity and imprcssiveness " and our con-
tcemporary accaunts for it mainly by the fact thit
"the brethren, ministers anîd eIders, straggled to the

platform flot quite knowing îvhat was cxpccted of
each and aIl." The ex-Moderator, too, cornes in,
and vcry properly we think for a share of the
blame :

Dr Roberts did as well as any man could do under these
conditions; but the question is a (air one, Why was hie there
at ail? The Assembîy had already listened ta himn that day
for an hour and forty minutes, and hie might well have in-
sisted on giving place ta boomeone else. There were at Ieast a
round hundred ministers present who found no place on the
committees announced the next morning, any one of whnm,
had he been invited, would have welI fitted bis place at the
table, and having no other pressing engagements before hini,
presumably wîth something of that meditative, orderly deliber-
ation which is sa grateful ta most, and which is îndeed imper-
ative ta the right observance of this most solemn and tender
ordinance.
The' ex-Moderator simply furnishcd another illustra-
tion of the fact that there are some ministers îvho
think that people can neyer hear or sec enough i 
thcm An hour and forty minutes ivas long enougli
ln ail conscience ta listen to any ordinary nman in
one day. Any ane of a hundred men cqually will
(lualified might have taken bis place and preparcd
themnselvcs for the' workc so that they ciuld have
donc it with deliberation aurd dignity. Dr. Roberts
is a good man and made a good Moderator, but in
thiq instance hie allowvcd himself to act as a type af
that class of ministers wvho arc reidy to spoil any
kind of a meeting, even a communion season, pro-
vided they get a chance to pose before a large audi-
ence.

PR ESB YTERM NAýISIM IV A IERICA.

I istnounusual tbing in.the pages of a popular mag-
azine or reviewtv t sec the' grave questions of

religion treated in a lighit and flippant manner. Suine
wvitcrý and readers secm ta entertain the opinion
that it U a mark or superior intelligence and high
culture à~ affect a îofty indifrcrence to religion ini
general and ta the various phases of it reprcsentcd
by the va&iots branches of the Chiurcli. flowv re-

\(WVçtÇ'i kxt-pe do writers and readers takze it
fo al*ranJ tilat sucb men as John Calvin and John
Knox ivere rude, ignorant, b~onîish and fanatical men
whîr could only be barely tolcrated in refined
society. Even among weil-read and intelligent pea-
pic of the preserit time thlere is an impression that
Knox and Calvin were saur faniatics %vhose presence
ivas sufficient to huïlh ail innocent mirtl- and cast a
funereal gloom ove r social life. Stern as wvere the times
in îvbich these tvorthies lived, and terribly carnest as
wvas the work they ivere called upon to perform,
they were, allthings considered, m>ved by kîndly
human sympathies and gencrous feelings toward
their fellow-men. Those oflheroir mould-and the
leaders in the spiritual and moral movements of
the wvold have generally been of that stamp-may
not excel as courtiers anrd pass for frivolous and
brilliarit wits. They hiad grander tvork ta do and
wcre animated by nobler purposes. Thev had
,terri realities ta face. The meni vvho led the
Reformation in France, Geneva and Scotland tvere
not often ta be found in kings' houses, thougb wben
occasion called for it they could >peak unmnoved
before the' mighty rulers ai their age, as John
Calvn's ivords ta Francis I., as those of John Knox
ta Mary of Scotland still tcstify.

It is therefore reiresbing ta corne across a genial
and intelligent writer who in the pages of a popkt.
lar magazine can speak of Presbytenianism for in-
stance as it really is. Of course kt is from tlhe pela
af a Preshyterian author, but it is plain froi the
perusal of bis interestingly-wnitten anid every way
admirable paper that he lias studied bkitory atten-
tiveiy and candidly. It will JIso bc found ta be truc
ta history. The pipe.r referred ta ki anc b% Rev.
lames MN. Ludlow, D.D., and it appeats in thre July
number of the Coimnopo/itan. Dr. Ludlowv is a calm,
conscientious and painstaking tvriter, and ane who
speaks with acceptance on a varicty ai subjects.
Ilis îvritings are hîghly appreciated by those wvho
set a value on carnest, faithful thought on tIre pro.
blemns af the time, and Mvisli to knowv îhat ami
observant and cultivatW nd rvho can clothe its
utterances in good, idiornatic and clear E&nglish
has ta say concernimîg them. To sarine ai the'
readers ai the magazine in which his paper on,.

Presbyterianismi in America " appears tvhat hie
says will no daubt seem strange. Instead ai d2epen.
ing the impression that the' popular caricatures- ai
Calvin and Calvinism are correct-an impression
for whose existence flippant worldlings are not
alone responsible-they will find that the leaders
of the Reformation had an imimediate and powerful
influence in shaping the destinies of modern clviii-
zation, and in no smail degree moulding the cours.:

ljul.v 2nd, 1890.


