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PRAISEf.

RY V . A. T., TOROSTO.

fleavenly Father, we iit praise The,
Far il is bath mncci and rght -
Praise Thecc lathe nîonîng sunflighit
Andth ie lovely star-lit night.
Praise Ttiee for the glas ing landscape
Spread for out admiring gare,
For the fruit andI fur the ilowers
tinta Tlmecour thanks wc maise.

Piaie Thec for the abundant haivesi
01 ipened fruit andI golden grain;
For the rattle the pasture,
Andthie shcep upon the plain.
Praise Tlmee for thme summer suamshine,
For the winter's rosi andI snaw:
Fer the beanîy ci the semsons
As in tura lhcy coanda go.

Praise Tlîee for the pleasani music
Floaing round us in the air;
Fer the merry ltte waibers
Sisiging te ns cvcrywIîere.
l'raise rhee for the ies et kiadred,
liIw dear. ne langîcage can expre&q;
Praise Thee for te satisfaction
Of domestie liappiness.

l'taise Thee for the hope e! heiaven,
For %he joy Thy words afford;
Fur the pardon, peace and saiety,
Found in Christ our risen Lord.
Prai!e Thec in the earîy moriling.
Praise Ttiee aI the noontide hour,
AndI whenalat aur laits arc over
WVe iill praise Thec more andI more.

TIIE JLEIDES.

As au cninent Profeesar ban w(,ell emrked . "There
are glorie.gin the Bible on wlich the oye of masulias net
gazed snfficiently long te admire tlîu.în - there ara dificul-
tifs the déptli antI inwarrlue.ce o!f vJich require a mnaure
e! the samue qmilitips in tlîe intprpreterliiiîsel!. Thera are
notes strnck in places, wvhich, like saine discaveries o!
science, bave sounded before their Lime, sud ouly after
neny days been cauglît up, antI teund a respouse ou the
earttî. Tliere are germe of trutîx wbicl, after thousands o!
years. have nover yet taken root in the world." The ques-

ion in Job, ebaptor xxxvii., 31, cantains a remerkftble
exemple o! one o! thesn far-reaching antI suticipative
truths. If aur translatera have carrectly identified the
group of stars te which they have given the familiar naine
o! Pleinces-and we have every rea4on ta confide in tlîoîr
fldelty-we have a etriking preof here afforded ta us o!
the perfect harînony that exists between the reveletions e!
science antI thoso e! the Bible--the one illustrating sud
conflrming the other. We kuon' net what progrese the,
Cheldeans nîay have mado in astranomical diecovery at
this early period ; but it is net nt adl likely that the great
trith in question was known te Job-uuless, iudeed, spoci-
elly revealed ta him, in erder ta enlarge bis eppri-bonsions
of the wisdom sund power o! the Creator. Se fer as ho
wàs-concemned, thie question, IlCsinet thon bind the swreet
infliiences of the Plelades 7" might have referred selely La
whitt was thon the cammon belief, viz., that thie genial
weWther o! spriag wis sohion' caused by the peculter
poition o! the Pleiedes in the, eky at that seasen ; as if
Qed had simply said, IlCenst thon hinder or retard the
spriag 'U' IL remaineti for modern science ta make a wider
and 'grander application o! it, and te show in this, as lu
othir inmtanced, that the Bible le se fraiued as te expaud
its-harizon With the marcb o! discovery-thetthie 1-quisite
stability of a moral rue is, in it, meet admirably combined
witb the capability of movAmput antI pragre8s. If we ex-
amine the text in thié original, we fintI that the Chaldaie
word transhtet in aur version Pleiadès is lir, mean-
ing litorally a inge, pivot, or axle, wliich turus round antI
inoves ether bodies along withî i. Non', strange ta sey,
the gronp of stars thus characterizeti bas recently been
ascertF-ned, by a series of indopendent calculations-in
utter ignorance o! the mening o! the text-to ho actually
the hinge or axle round which the selar systein reselves.
IL wes long knen'u as anc o! the most eloaentnry trutlîs
o! estronomy, that the earth andI the pIanote revolve aroumîd
the sun, but the question recentUy began ta ho raiseti
among astrouam)ers "lDae the sun stand sLlîl 7 or dae iL
move round corne other abject in space, cerrying iLs train
o! pianote andt leir satellites long with iL in its erbit ?'"
Attention being thus specially directed ta this subjoct, it

-wes sean found that the sun bed an appreciahle motion,
whicb tended in the direction o! a lily.slîaped group o!
aîl stars, calletI the constellation e! Hiercules. Towards

this constellation the stars seecm ta heoappning eut; çwjhile
at'thp oppoSitQ point o! the sky théir mutual distances are
apparently diminisin-as if tbey --vre dri!ting away,
like thé, foaming wake o! a ship, from the sun's course.
When thîls groet pîxysical truth was established beonti
the possibility o! a doubt, thi, next isubject et investigation
was the pint or centrA round which the sun pprformed
thie mervellone revolutien andI aftor a series of elahorate
observations antI nist ingeniaim calculetions, this intricato
problem n'as aIse satisfactorily s;olvet-one o! the great
triumplis o! human gnulus. M. Mefdler, o! Dorpat, fotird
that Alcyone, the, brightest star o! the Pleiadea, is the
centre o! gravity o! aur veet soaer systei-the luminous
htinge in the heavene round wlicb our sui antI his attend-
Rnt pIanots are ipoving ftrough space, T4() very com,

THE CANADA PRESI3YTERIAN.

pltxity and isolation of the system of tho Ploiades, ex.
hibitiîîg seven distinct orbs closoly compressed te the ntaked
oye, but nine or ton timon that numnher whon seen throughi
a toleecope-fornîing a grand cluster, whose individuals
are unitcd tu each othor more closely than ta the-general
miass of atara-indicate the amazing attractive energythat
muet ho concontrated in that spot. Vast nuie the distance
which separates nur sun from this central group-a distance
thirty.tour millions o! Limes greator than the distance hc-
tween the sun aud our earth-yot so tremendous in the
force exerted by Alcyono that it draws our system irre-
sistibly around iL at the rate of 422,000 miles a day, in n
orbit which i i will take many thousandia of years te com-
plote. With thie now oxplanation how remarkably strik-
ing and appropriate does the original word for Pleiades
appear 1 WVlat a Iofty significance does 'tho question of
the Aliiiighty receivo framn this intorpretation 1 "Canot
thou bind the Bweot influences of the Pleiadeal" Canet
thou arreat or in any dogmee modify that attractive influ-
ence which it exerte upon aur sun and ail its planetary
%vorlds, whirling thom round its pivot in an orbit o! such
inconceivable dimensions, and vitlh a volocity se utterly
bewildering ! Silence the nîost profound cau bco* te only
answer ta cucli a question. Mdan can but stand afar off,
and in awful astoniehment and profound humility exclaim
with Hthe halnist : Il O Lard, my God, Thou art very
grent1 " In accordance with thie highier interpretation,
the influences of Uic Pleincles niay be calleil sieet, as indi.
cating tho harinonious operation of those great laws by
which aur Bystem revolves around theni. In this vast and
complex arran¶gement, not one wheel jars or creake-not a
single discordant sound disturbe the deep, solemn quietude
of the midnight aky. Smootlîly and eilently ench star
performa iLs sublime revolutions. Although our systcrn is
camposed of sn any bodies-diflering in size, form, and
consistence-tbey are ail exquisitely poised in space in re-
lation to one another, and ta tlieir common centre ; their
antagonistie forces are se nicely adjunted as ta curb every
orb in its desiîîed path, and ta preserve the safety and
harrnony of the whole. Moons revolve around pianota,
pianots and cornets around the sun, thie sun around Alcy-
one, and Alcyoîîe aronnd sorne othier unknown sun hid far
away in corne unexplored depths of our galaxy ; and grand
beyond conception, this cluster of systemsa round the centre
o! ton thousand centres-the great white throncoa!thie
Eternal and Iufinite; and<lai witb a rhytbm eo perfect
that we miight alîî,ost believe in theolad poetie fable o!
Il"he 1Music of thie Spheres." \VhaL vast and alniost in-
finite consequences depend upon that littHo star, that
gleams out upon us f rom the rnidnight aky, amniog a cluster
of diamond points, itself scarcely larger tban a drap of
lucent dew ! Vhat profotind interest gathers aronnd iL!
It i a blessed Lhoughlt that iL is net a capriciaus, change-
able Being who holde th- helm of aur universe, but the
just and mereifui Jeh,vah-«" the sanie yesterday, ta-day,
and for ever "-the riather wlîa pitieth Hie cbildren, know-
ing the frailty o! their franies. In this vision of orbita
and revolutions, more awfiîl and stupendous than Ezekiel's
vision of wbeels within wvheelq, ve sec seated on the tlirone
above the firmament, nat a blind chance or a passionlees
fate, but one like npto the Son o! Man-He whom John
saw in Patimes, holding the mystery o! the eeven stars in
Hie rigbt hand-possessed o! infinito love as well as infi-
nite power-binding the sweet influences of the Plejades
solely for the order and good of His creation.-Bible
7'eaclîings in ïNaturp. by Rov. !Iugh AMïflla7i, iL.D

LIKING THfE VA TII.

Tics primary idea of Lsking an oath is that we cail
upon the Deity te bear witness ta the sincerity or truth o!
what wO assert, and se, as it were, regieter our oath in
heaven. When Abrahiam, for example, raîsed hie bands
to heaven while swearing an oath te the King of Sodom,
he pointed to the supposed residence of the Creator.
Afterward, when men set np inforior doities o! their own,
Lhey appealed te thc matorial images or symbole that
represented them, whienever an oath was administered.
The niost usuel farm o! ewearing among the ancients was,
however, by toucbing the altar a! the gode. Other rites,
sticb as libaftians, the burning of incense and sacrifices
accampnnied the touching of the altar. Demeethenes
swore hy the saule o! those who fell at Marathon. An-
ciently, tee, marineras swore by their ships, fishermen by
their nets, soldiers by their spears, and kings by their
sceptres. The ancient Persians swere by the sun, which
n'as the common abjec o! their adoration, while the
-Scythians pledgod theniselves by the air Lhey breathed
and by their scimitars. Descending ta more modern
times, the Saxons pledged thomeelvea ta support tlîeir
homes and privileges by their arme; and the punishment
for perjury or nan fulfilmnent of an oatb vas the loss a!
the baud that had held the weapon at the compact. The
Spartans were wont te assemble around a brazier of fire,
and, paintiug their short sworde to the sky, eall upan tho
gods ta bear witness to the compact. Swearing by the

1sword, in fact, retained its siguificance down te the cern-
Sparatively modern timoa, thoughi in a slightly modified

ferra. Thus, while the pagns extended the point of the
wveapon toward thoe uppbose.d residence o!thie gods, the
'varriars of Ohristianity, aftor kinsing iL, directcd the hilt
-the true emblem of their faith-to heaven. A later
form of oath wae the, pressing o! the thnmb- upon the
blade. Gradually, howover, the practice becamo ebsolete;

iand the kissing of tho bUlt, accompanying the woras IlBy
this good swerd 1" wua hauded down almeet tu the timq

wlt! e-g erin8 gof4q çror4,Pï gent QMn gwas; 9bolielled,
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as oeeoe the strictest codes o! civil honour. During tho
Grecian dynasty, wheuevor an Athenian bouseholder made
an oetb, lho caused hie children te stand beforo 1dm, andI,
laying hie band upon their hoas, prayed thet a ourse
miglit f,îll upon tbom if hoc swore falsely. If hoe had no
clîildren ho prouounced destruction upon himeelf aud bis
whalo race, while ho touched the alLer ef the goda or the
victime upon it. (.Jing bacls taeiiblical imes we fiud
thin curions rite in conuection with the lîves o! Abrahiam
and Jacob. The fermer says La hie servant Eliezer: "Put,
1. praiy Lhee, tlay hanti under miy tilai, antI I will mako
theo swear by tho Lord, the Ged off heavon, aud tlho God
of the earth, that thon ebaît net tako a wife tintoerny son
o! the daughiters o! the Canaanites, among whem 1 dwell.
But thon shaît go uinte nxy country and Le my kiudred,
and take a wife unto my son IsLac." The like coemony
is porforîned by Joseph whebn JacQb mnakes him promise te
carry Mîin eut o! Egypt and bury him in the Lemb o! hie
foefathers. The explanatian o! thie is, that pleciîag tho
hand upon the tlîigli wae equivalent tae wearing by tho
Messiah, who was ta spring freon the loins o! Abraham.
A!terward the Jews confirmed tlicir oathis by Loucling the
book of the, law, or thoir phylacteries, upon wlîich extracta
o! tho law are inscriboîl. The à1ehammedene laid thoir
bande upon tlhe Koran. When, thereforo, Christiaus kise
the Bible or lay tlair bande upon the tomb o! a martyr, er
any other sacred relie, the source wlience the practice bas
been tIerived is et once recegnized; yot iL muet ho admit-
ed that kissing the book is a distinctly Chîristian institu-

tien, !oundcd upon the kies upon the sword bult by tho
Cruader.-Lozdot Standard.-

PUBLIC WORSHIP.

Wheu Robertson reached the pulpit, generally, il must bc
admitted, a few minutes late, there ivas n sigu of haste or
flurry, but the mast becoming reverence, as with deep, sonar-
ans vaice ho, atter the good oId Scottish manner, announced
and read the opening psdlm. Sometimes, if a thought struck
him as ho road it, ho wonid xbrow in a word et exposition te
mako the service of sang more intelligent and beatty. This
'vas a survival ef anathor Scatsh custom, new obsolete, but
in wvhich coine ef the aId minislers greatly excelled of Ilpre-
tacing" the morning psalm.. When the psalm had beensung
be rose-the congregation in those early days rising with him
-andI with clasped haads began the morning prayer. No
liturgy ever excelled the stately march of his wvell ordcred sen-
tences, or that deep spirit et devotion which they hreathed,
as wiîb perfect treedamn in the words andI arrangement, he yet
embraced aIl tlaat should be romembered in common prayor.
Thon followed the readîng et the Scriptures, which hc goner-
ally accompaniod with some comment or exposition-ofien
the most improssive andI instructive part ef the service.

After anothor psalm or hymn, came the sermon. He did
nat read it, neither dîd he deliver il ,,:e;,:oiter, but thaugh
every sentence was prepared, and every thought represented
by seame marking, more or less legible anthie manuscript bc-
tare him, ho spoko as one who ivas at the moment in com-
munion wiîlî the truth, andI setting il forth as it revealed itsoît
ta him. I once asked him, with reference ta a powerful de-
scription 1 had heard hlm give of the passage efthite lsraelites
îhrough the RedI Sea, how ho had given i. He saîd that he
hati caleti up the scene before hlm. The Cburch, thee hsten-
ing congregatin-everything was for the lime eut ef sight,
andI ho was Ioaking on at the procession et the tribos through
the depths, simply telling what ho saw. The effect et
his peching may bejudged et by the îestimoay ot two monef widely diflerent temporamont, when they had heard himi
for the first time. One of those wac Dr. Andrew Somervîlle,
the Foreign Mission secretary ot the United Presbytorian
Church, a man oftgreat shrewdness andI intelligence, but en-
îirely unimaginativo. Ho had been aciting ai the communion
services rit Irvino, andI on bis roturiu te Edinburgh, met Mr.
James Robertson, who askod him what kind et sermon William
had preached. "lSermon 1 " was the reply, IIil was net a ser-
mon lit al it was an epic poemi." The other was Dr. John
Service, himselt a preacher et ne mean distinction in ater
yoarc, but thon a student ef theology. Ho wrote te the friend
on whose recommendation he had gene te hear Robertson,
that the sermon had sont hlm away in the samne mood, as the
Campsie flddler, îvho having'sheard Paganini, hastenied home
andI thrust hic own fiddle into the fire.-Li/e o] Rev. W B.
Robertson.

CHURCYi ROUNDERS.

In every great ciîy there are a multitude et people who
may be called IIioundcrs," wvho go te church when it is con-
venient, and are at hand early andI laie te gel gond scats.
They have ne church tics, andI care only for the pleasure of
itting wihh well dresced pe-)ple, and litening te the niiisic

antI the sermon. They takze ne part iu the services, andI
otten sit hiaIft pright in prayer, antI show by irroverence and
conversation that thoy have ne sympathy wth the spiritual
worshîp and toaching of the place. Those percons filltihe
places whmch rightuîly belong te the reveront and pions stran-
gers who are in every city an the Sabbatb, and it is in a large
meacuro due ta this class et attendants opon public wership
that Christian viiters faindsncb scant accommodations. fi
may ho said that they have seuls ta bc saved and mindc ta bo
instructed, but in many cases it is taking the children's bread
andI givinz it te the Iogzs*. te sptnd effort andi eloquence opon
tbem. They live in the city, andt iere is no roasor, wby they
shoulti net ideutity themnsolves with a cengregation, bear a
part et ils burdens, and do came et ils duties ; but this lhoy
do net desire. They will hc tound wherever a tamous
peacher tram abread is in preach. andi on aIl church festivals
they corme in crowds te the special services or the decorated
churcb, just as tbey would fi a music hall or a theatre if il
cact nothing. AntI same of îhein have money eneugh ta lavicli
on flnery and jewelc, andI make plain Christians ashamed et
their company by their foolisli andI extravagant display. The
plain, poor mani, who is cager te worship lu spirit andin'
tuh, bas a bctter dlaim ta a seat la a sanctuary thanthey,
but hic modesty stands litUeý chance- wheu thesé intmusive
and urgent vagabonds accort their dlaims an& push themselvçl
lgrwarc4 qs.if llley ovtn.cd the place,-.N Yrý O4eer,


