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Pastor and People.

CHRIST WILL. NOT QUENCH TH!
SHORING F1AN.

Clirist will not quench the smoking flax.  IMirst, be.
cause this spatk s from heaven, itis His own, it s
kindled by 1lis own spirit.  And sccondly, it tendtch
to the glory of His powerful grace in His children, that
Me prescrveth light in the midst of darkness,  a spark
in the mide* of the swelling waters of vorruption

There '» = esperial Blessing in that hatle spark ;
“when wine is found in a cluster, one <uth, Destroy
it not 5 for there is a blessing init,” Isa Iw & We
sce how vnr Saviour Christ bore with Thomas in his
doubting, John xx. 27 3 with the two disciples that
went to Emmaus, who staggered “whetlhier lie came to
redeem Isracl or no,” Luke syiv. 21 @ he gquenched not
that little light in Peter, which was smothered . Peter
denied him, but he denied not Peter, Matt. aawi. If
thou wilt, thou canst,” said ane poor man m the Gos.
pel, Matt. viii. 2 3 * Lord, if thou canst,” said another,
Mark ix, 22 ; both were this smoking tla, neither of
both were quenched. I Christ had stood upon Hs

own greatness, he would have rejected him that came
with his 7/, but Christ answers as #f with a gracious
and absolute grant, *“I will, be thou clean” The
woman that was diseased with an issue did but touch,
and with a trembling hand, and but the hem of s
rarment, and yet went awiay both healed and com-
orted. In the seven churches, Rev. di. and n, we
see he acknowledgeth and cherisheth anything that
was good in‘them. Beeanse the diseples slept of
afinnity, being oppressed with grief, our Saviour
hrist frameth a comfortable exeuse for them, * The
Liritis willing, but the tlesh is weak,” Matt. xswvi. 41.
If Christ should not be merciful, he would miss of
his own ends : “there 1s merey with thee that thou
mayest be feared,” P's, cxax. 4.0 Now all are willing
to come under that banner of love which he spreadeth
over His @ “therefore to thee shall all flesh come,” Ps
fxv. 2. He usethmoderition and care, *lest the spirt
should fail before him, and the souls which he hath
made,” Isi. Ivii. 16.  Christ’s heart yearned, the teat
saith, “when he saw them without meay, lest they
should faint,” Matt. xv 32 ; much more will he have
regard for the preventing of our spiritual faintings.
Here see the opposite disposition between the holy
nature of Christ, and the impure nature of man.

Man for a little smoke will quench the light ; Christ

ever we sce cherisheth cven the least beginnings.
* How bare He with the’many impeifections of his paor
disciples. If he did sharply check them, it was in
love, and that they might shine the brighter. CLan
we have a better pattern to follow than this of Him by
whom we hope tobe saved 2 *We that are strong
ought to bear with the infirmities of them that are
weak,” Rom.xv. 1. I hecome all things ta all men,
that [ may win’some,” 1 Cor. ix. 22, O that this gain-
ing and winning disposition were more in many !
Many, so far as in us lieth, arc lost for want of en-
couragement. Sce how that faithful fisher of men,
St. Paul, labours to catch his judge, 1 know thou
believest the prophets,” Acts wawvi. 27 3 and then
wisheth all saving good, but not bo=ds ; he might
have added them teo, but he would not discourage
one that made but an offer, he would thercfore wish
Agrippa only that which was good in religion. How
careful was our blessed Saviour of little ones that
they mightnot be offended, Matt. xii. xii.  How doth
he defend His disciples from malicious imputations of
the Pharisees ! How careful notto put new wine into
old vessels, Matt. ix. 17, not toralienate new heginners
with the austerities of rehigiongas some indiscreetly .
0, saith he, they shall have ge to fast when 1 am
gone, and strength to fast \\‘ffpn the Holy Ghost 1s
come upon them. g

It is not the best way to *fill foul presently with
young beginners for some iesser vamties, hut shew
them » more cxcellent way, and breed them up m
positive grounds, and other things will be quickly ou
of credit with them. [t is not amiss to conceal thewr
wants, 10 excuse some failings, to commend their
performances, to cherish their 1owardness, to remove
all rubs out of their way, to help them every way to
bear the yoke of religion with greater case, to bring
them in love with God and His service, lest they dis-
taste it before they know 1t For the most pant we
see Christ p' » *eth in young heginners a love which
we call “the crst love,” Rev 1 g, to carry them
through their profession with more dehght, and doth
not exposc them to crosses before they have gathered
strength : as we breed up young plante, and fence
from the weather, until they be rootc:l.  Mercy to
others should move us to deny ourselv s in our lawfil
liberties oftentimes, in case of offenc  of weak ones
it is the “little ones that are offended,” Matt. xvin. 6.
The weakest are aptest to think themscelves despised,
therefore we should be most careful 1o give them con-
tent,

1t were a good strfe amongst Christians, one to
labowr to give no offence, and the other 10 labour to
take none. ‘The best men are severe to themselves,
tender over others. .

Yet people should not tire and wear out the pati-
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eace of others ¢ nor should the weaker so far eaact
maderation from otheds, as to hear out themselves
upou therr mdulgence, and so 1o test in their own
wfirnnt.es, with danger to their own sauls, and seandal
to the church.

Christ refuseth nonc for weakness of parts, that
nonce should he discournged : accepteth of none for
wreatness, that none should be lifted up with what
wlich s of so httle reckoning with God. It is no
great matter how dull the schobar bey, when Chirist
taketh upon tum to be the teacher . who as he pre.
senbeth what o understand, so he giveth under-
standing taclf even to the simplest.

I'he church suffereth much from weak ones, there-
fore we may challenge liberty to deal with them, as
milidly, so oftentimes directly.  The scope of true
love 1s to make the party better, which by conceal-
ment oftentines s hindered , with some a spirit of
meckness prevideth most, but with soine a rod. Some
must be “pulled out of the fire,” Jude 2,3, with violence,
and they will bless God for us in the day of their
visttation,  We sce our Saviour multiplies woe upon
woe when he was to deal with hard-hearted hypo-
crites, Matt. anitis 13, for hypocrites need st ronger
conviction than gross sinners, because their will is
nought, and thereupon usually their conversion is
violent. A hard knot myst have an answerable
wedge, else i a cruel pity we betray their souls. A
sharp seproof sometimes is a precious pearl, and a
sweet balm.  The wounds of secure sinners will not
be hiealed with sweet wards.  “The Haly Ghost came
as well w fiery tongues, as in the likeness of a dove,
and the same Holy Spirit will vouchsafe a spirit of
prudence and discretion, which is the salt to scason
alb our words and ations, And such wisdom will
teach us o speak a word in season,” Isa- 1 g, both
to the wears, and likewise to the secure soul.  And,
mdeed he had need hase * the tongue of the learnced,”
Isa. 1. 4, that shall cither raise up or cast down ; but
m this place | speak of mildness towards those that
are weak and e scusible of it. ‘These we must
brings on gently, and  drive softly, as Jacob did his
cattle, Gien. viii. 14, accarding to their pace, and as
his children were able to endure.

Weak Christians are like glasses which are hart
with the least violent usage, otherwise if gently
handled will continue a long time.  This honour of
rentle use we are to give to “the weaker vessels,” 1.

‘ct. i 7, by which we shall both preserve them, and
likewise mitke them useful to the church and our-
selves.

In unclean bodies if wl il hamours be purged out,
you shall purge life and all away. Therefore though
God sith, that *he will tine them as silver is fined,”
Zech, aiiie 9 ¢ yety Isa. xlviil. 10, he said, “he hath
tined them, but not as silver,” that is, so exactly as
that no dross remaineth, for he hath respect to our
weakness.  Perfect refining is for another world, for
the world of the souls of perfect men,  Richard
SI/'ﬁL’J, D).
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SANCTE, SANCTE, SINCTE.

BY B, M., OMWEN NOUSND,

“ancie, sancte, sancte, O Deus prepotens ¢
Primo mane laudetur, O tua lenitas ¢

Nancte, sancte, sancte, clemens et prepotens,
Dreus tribus personi , beata Trnitas !

sancte, sancte, sancte, pii Te celebrant,
I'rojecent coronas ad vitream undam,

Angeli, avchangeli, Tibi, omnes procidant
(i eras, qui o, et ens termum,

Sancte, smiete, sancte, gquamvis abditus,
Egus mprtalibus ob dehicta corum,

Sar etus Lafien 5 ac semper magnihicus
Clemens: nusencors, plenus amorum,

Sancte, sugte, sancte, O Deus prepriens ¢
Cuncta Te camtant jxr amins Jucidas

Teeras, i ponto; ac vl quisque guim valens!
Dleus tribus presams, beata Tonitas.,

AN OLD TIMNE NEGRO PREACHER.

As * Brwdder Yerkes ” ok s stand beside the
desk be began o teetenng motion, swayed, perhaps,
by Jus feehings, ais @ balanced rock might hay e been by
an carthquake.  This was followed by a rapid guttural
breathing, not unlihe that T have heard among the
Dervishes. He seemed o be firing up sufficient
physical exatement to start the machinery of his
mmd. The audience also caught the magnetism
before he uttered a word ; some voices encouraging
him with cries, “*Go on, Brudder '™ * Bressde Lo '
He suddenly broke into 1a:° % and rhapsodic speech,
pumping up wind and scrion together, with both
arms working violently from the shoulders. The
words poured as though @ mill-race.  Sentences with-
out substantives followed, sentences without predi-
cates. Mectaphors were mixed like the Innbs of dif-
ferent trees whirled by a hurricane.  The audience
was soon swept along with the enthusiasm of the
speaker, and showed every ch.aging emotion on their
faces, as well as by their exclamations,

At first the efiect seemed to be due entirelv to ani-
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mal magnetism ; but close attention discovered an
unconscions logics a practical arrangement of ideas,
and a natural sequence of fechnyg throughout the dis.
course, which no lack of grunmar could vitiate. In
the morning 1 had attended service in the most
respectable Preshyterian church in the place, and had
heard a dislinguis‘ncd divine from the North ; bur 1
must confess thiit an analysis of the two scamons
sunwed that “ Brudder Yerkes " had the advantage of
Dr.- - anall that goes to make effective preaching,
The colovred man’s sermon was superior i outline,
in aptuess of Seripture illustration and in wmassing of
motives, as it was m unction of dehvery,

The run of th sermon may be ),':l(fll.‘l‘(.‘" frens the
following scraps whoeh have hingered m my men vy,

“ fehold, 1 stand at the dvor and knock”

* Oh, chillern, ww/har am dedoor 2 Speks yer Uink
it am de door ob hiebbi,  Oh, daw gates ob pearl
into de golden city ! Oh,de doorinter de Fader's
house ! Oh, let de angels swing ‘e wide open onter
de hinges ob redeemin’ lub ! But, chiilern, didt's ot
de door dat yer and 1 is a watchin' yet.

* Speks yer tink it am de door ob de Church,
Wide door, shua nuff I Ing as de door ob de Atk ob
de Cubbinant § an’ inter it go all de walkin® an’ de
creepin’ tings, great, an small, rich an' poor, flyin’
saint an’ a-cranlin’ sinner,  But dat’s not de dvor we's
a watchin' dis arternoon,

* No, chillern ; de door is v door in ter de heart,

“But 2de am a star'in’ at de door? "Taint no
trimp come ter de shanty, like de debbil, a-stan’in’
roun’ to eat up suthin® waat he may devour,  *laint
1> thicf a-hangin’ 'hout waitin® ter snatch some soul
wid de claws ob de great temptation.  "Taint no "cen-
diary ter set yer on fire wid de "ternal burnin', Butit's
us’ de bestest frien’ yer cbhier could hab 5 wiser dan
de white folks, kinder dan de fader what tooted yer
when yer was a baby, an’ more lubbin' dan de mud-
der what nussed yer.  It's de Lor Jesus a-stan’in’ at
de door ; His head white as de light ob de noon-
shine, an’ a-glisterin’ wid de dew, an’ all ober as lubly
asde rose ob Sharon, An’he done brung de bread fur
de soul, an’ de wine fur de sperrit, an’ de pearls ob
great price fur de eberlastin’ rejoicin®,

“An' what am e doin’ at de door 2 QOnly jus’ a-
knockih, an’® a-sayin’ *Oh, poor sinner, let ‘me in !
I'se come ter supper wid yer ' Did yer nebber hear
Him a-knockin 2 He knocks wid de conscience when
de sinam a-troublin’.  He knocks wid de fear when
de doctor am a-feehin’ ob de pulse, an’ He say, ‘I am
de great physicianer.’ He knocks wid de hungerin’
an’ de thirsterin® arter righteousness, whea de husks
ob de worl’ wrn de stomach. He knocks soft and
wentle when dar's 2 coffin in de cabbin.  He knocks
like de thunder when yer wont hear Him in vo tudder
wily's,

“ Better let Him in! Let Him in, Susan! Let
Him in, Danicl ! He's a-callin’ yer by yer name, fur
He aint no stranger ; knows everybody a heap sight
better than he knows hissclf.  Oh, chillern, et in de
Lor’ Jesus ; an’ when de front door ob de heart
swings wide open, de hull sky full ob glory will come
a-rushin’ in too, fur de Lor' Jesus am clothed wid de
rainhow, an’ walks in de shoes ob sapphire.

“ Now why don't yerlet Him in? Oh! it's cause
yer got de bar up—bar ob yer selfishuess, bar ob yer
drinkin’, bar ob yer dancin’, an’ dt bar ob yer foolin'.
Oh, take de.bar down, chillern! Did yes yarde
screechin’ dis mornin’,when de fire done burnt up de
cabin an’ de little baby in it? O Lor, help Aumt
Rachel, an’ don’t keep her refusin’ to be comforted
‘cause her baby aint no more.  Mudder lef de chile
in de cabin an’ locked de door. When de fire was
ashoatin’ from de winder, big men said, *Open dis
door, an’ we'll save yer.!  But de bahy couldn’t open
de door.  Oh, how de teiars run down yer cheeks, all
fur that baby ! But better cry some fur yerself, now,
‘cause de flames ob de eberlastin® burnit’ has a-
cotched on ter de cabin ob yer own life ; an’ de Loy
Jesus He's a-stan'in’ at de door.  But some of yer
cant let Him in, any more dan dat baby. Yer's
frowed away yer strength  yer's lost yer resolution ;
or yer's all upsot wid de suddingness ob de hell a-
bustin’ out in yer. Oh ! chillern, open de door dis
yer bressed nunn, before it am eberlastin'ly o kue.”
etc.

‘The swaymng motion was kept up for afew moments
after the preacher had ceased speaking, when he
suddenly dropped nto the chair from utter eahaus-
i n.

“ An* now,” said the pastor, * «hen de choir hab
stopped cryin’, dey will sing a hymn, an’ we'll put afl
de pennies we's ot inter de box, and de white folks
will put in de snl‘bcr, for de relief ob Aunt Rachel.—
Dr. Fames M. Ludlow.

70-0DAY RATHER THAN TO-MORROW.

{t is better to give to-day than to-morrow, for no
one knows, how long he will be able to give. Gad
always gives with a liberal hand : and if it is a bless-
ing for usto give, Iet us not meusure our alms with a
penurious and covctous spirit.  God also cheerfully
lets us have the best He has ; and if our alms are a
sacrifice of praise, let ug not corrupt it with theleaven
:of covetousness- but accompany it with the .sweet
1 incense of-a complete dedication of ourselves to God,




