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BEaftUN1ARA TlIOF 1'ROBA TIONE-RS.

m R. E un-on, ccu- coimnunication, lias-eappeared
in >our papier on îlaeabova suibject. The reicrence in
hoth of tîtan lu Si. Atîireuu-'s congregallon, Chanthamn,
retluires refuît itan. I <la not sny tbat tue suritcrs usil-
fully nuîsrepresent lte aaer, but lte>' boîl do lte
congragatiosi nu inijustice b>' wh at îlîcy suite. l'ie
impressiun conu-e>cd by bath usralers, if not cicarly
statcd, is, tîtat St. AndIreus's cangregation su-as in l it
habit ofp)I<, more tlî.n caglît dallars par Sabbat
for supp>'- 1 lias is saanpl' flot truce. Il solntiliiiCS
cost the congregalion mtore tlîaa tlîarty dollars par
Sabbath for suppîy duaing tltcir vacaitcy. *l'its uap-
pencd b>- brinigiiaiiiister, troin a distance to glu-a
thcm a hcarîaîg as candimdates. Prhatoners uveare
frcquenaiy sent lu suplîly tbear pulaîl, îlaî the congre-
gation wuîd raîher havue paid to remain nusny; and
one ot the abosc e writers us-ns one oftîheîaî. 'l'iis ut-as
repeated s0 trequcai> that te congregation wvishcd
to supply tlîcar ouin puilpit, aaid lîcar mna uf tîmair ouin
selectmon. But bcfort, tîmis privîlege usas ganted, te>'
htc somnctiînes te pay ts-o in for tlie sanie Sabbath.
l'le I-resbyter> sent omît, %%heoin ta congregation plad
not to prencli, and paaal tue mîan it tîteir uwun sectaoît
as us-cIl. 1 charge mia one partacuaiariy ssîth this, but
the tact occurred. Iloîla tue abuse usrturs declare
tuat St. Andresv t s congregaiaoa % oulatud the mss- of tue
Churcli hoth au tlîc spirit and icîler, su-itn tlîcy aaily
paid cagbî dollars pier Sabbabli. Wîmat laus do îbese
meln mnai ? 'llie mus ilînt su-s an existenice svuia
Res-. Nlr. iuarr supplacd St. Aaidrcus-'s pualpat usas tîte
1nsu' ait 1876. rhat lave suas coaîîplied ssatl, hutlî an the
spirit andi latter, as far as lits case suas conccriied.
Harc as te l.tsv: "And tiiere shahl bc pamal by the
Prcsbyer- and stib-coiiîînittceceonjoi>-l for a lîcen-
tinte or ordaîned iinister a niniuna ofcîglit dollars
($8> par Sabbaîh su-ahi huatrd." The l>resb,-îer>' uere
satlsfied that the Insu usas cotaplacti ueitl, and ats pro-
visions tuîîy met an NIr. I3urr's case, and lience tîtear
just daci3ton. The coaigrcgntîun paid NIr. Burrjusî aI
the sanie raie as tbey lînd patd their prcs-îaus p.îstor.
'l'li l.tuv of 1877 us-s aîut an exasteaice sulien Mr. Ilurr
preacltcd an St. Andrcuet s, and tiat beaig itie casa, is
provsisons sucre not vîolated. 1 ask >00, ilicai, if bue
bar.h terniîs uscd an '*Equaaty's -, lettcr are applicable
ta Si. AaidresVs coaigrcgaîaaai, or are lte>- in kecepang
ssiîh tue causa be ttteiipît bu ad% ocate ? " Lacking
comnuon lionasî>-," " no .otiscience," " uiîhlîoldîîîg te
hire of the 1liborer," aire the ternis used by the " simple
proportion -- man i King. Ha as utterl> ignorant et
the mater ha atempîs 10 dîscuss, as tar as St. An-
dreus-'s cangreguion is concried, for af lie uaidersîood
ail the parîîculars lie usouîd noî hase saad that the
Presb> ber> " snubbed the appiacant for redress," or
thai tite lais oft he Clîurcla suas siolad citber in the
spirat or later. Perhaps the approacbaing Assembly
nuay act an bis suggestion, and appoint dt: sianl coni-
mîîîee: lic 5peaks ot. '[bat conumitte is tobe, " Pran-
cipally eiders, aîena of gond sense nnd business habits,
to devisa a syslcmn tiai souldi bc ns mucb a credat as
the prescrnt as a disgrnce the Churcît." This is
pretty hard on the munasters suho fornicd the prescrit
scheme. Perhaps the Assembl>- in ils wisdom anay
appoint " Equaîy," and declara aI the sanie timte tbat
has dictumn shahl ba iîttnllible, and lias sehemne remain
in farce for ail trne t0 corne. 1 do not usisli to ques-
tion the sçisdom of tua brethren usho frmcd the pre-
sent scheme regardiaig tîîc paymcai t >rubat.oners;
but ai doas scau to me unreasonable that the>- siaould
be paid ait ihe sanie rate as tue regular pastor, usho
bas ail the business and work of the coaigrcgataan 10
attend 10. Ha must visi the sack in season and out
of season; attcend lias %seekl>- nîeemigs; officiatc nI
funerals; anid wsork incessantly for the spiritual uveitare
of ail around latm; wshite on the oîher band, thie Pro-
baijoner, as a rule, does notng exccpt the Sabbaîh
day work.

It may flot 'c easy to amend matters so as 10 gis-e
satistaction to ail concerneti; but t0 my certain knouv-
letige ttae Probationers' List bas not been satistactory
to the Probationer bimsclt, iaor the supply given by
that lisI satislactory to v-acant congregattons.

C>Ian, April S&h. joiN R. BA--risn3y.

A4 CHURCIi BUILDING FUND.

Mmi. EDnýuR,-A fes uswecks ago a letter appearcd
in the PREbt3u'1RI.*N un this subjcl, and an >ouc
issue Of thc 15th anst. your correspondant " Madoc "
cs-adenîly feels the usant of such a fond. It is perhaps
a lutte sus-ange th4t such a capital idea bas flot

occurred ta the nind of any anc bcforc; but now tliazt
the subjcct lias bcen broachcd, it is wvorth %%hile con-
sidering. Certain il is tuat sucit a (und is badly
wanîed, and il -tecured wottld be a grcaî blcssing tri
înny simili cosigrc>ation3s,~nd lar-ge ones t00) wltidîi
are now laboring imnter thc grcnt disadvanîage oftdebt.
*lîis we ail know as only too apt aftcr a fcw ycnr:s'
continuance tu take away train thc hle am i îsctulatess.
of a congrcgaition, and the anus usually tlarown onl te
a fcwv shoiilders becoines too troublesosaîe tu becar.

*rite plan proposccl by your Quiensva lle correspond.
cnt scenis to be a very teasible one, andi would, 1
tiank. nicî ail requarcanents. Youang places wvould
soon conte furw.ird, and sarali congrcg.îtiusis %% outl ti
encourageai to build. At ait> rate, i is %%-cl îîuilth
cor.stdcring, and it as to bc ltupcd îlat suine aniluen-
tiai bruîter nay bc anduccd tu lake si up.

A CONSTNT READEit.

M1E I;L E I 'kA"S DES/A.

Oi let me c'cr %% alk in MVson' 1ty
Tliti i aaay %%a ber grow. and îi>lly ylty
Prote lilat lier pitl arc lîIcamiîinesalt pente;~
And, thertist waiking. nia> mat ye;al, aiacrci!t
In Iîuitfui dàr~ ut liut andlratml
Of laote, anda jny, and icac, and %iti Cconcord.
Grant sate te woik %~hici angels ntotcjo,
A life %% cil sptnt in i leatvcn*- Iit Clltlluy,
l i deedI3 of love, and %% or L of huly ztal,
And<lli in t.t Occuptationi fliay 1 frel
The kind ipîtrovi rtf a Gqx of gs-tc-,
Who ot% n% Il a, ,ertmras wiath a îmitiiî face,;
My wuak icccîttdl, andl aty ,.if% furgas ai,
Ilies,'d % lite un caitit anal duily blssa hcav'n.

Tjrc',,t,. ______________ -J. Si.

711/- GRAAVT 7*0 111--7S.

MNI. Eorrua.,-l regicî that absence front home
during the, uhiole oftlasi îseek prcvented site troni re-
plI> ng at once 10 Dr. Coclraines letter ontlic MIctis
grant, contaancd tn yoîîr issue of the 5tit ilist. 1 ven-
tire lu say that naine out of cvcry tcn readers %% ili con-
t.lude tîat tle Doctors aneanang is titat "verce not
restraincd b>' a sense of what as bceoaniing ind proper
lic couid report conversations thât took place an Coin-
anaîlce tîtat wvould seranusl> comîpromaise nc. Now, 1
tnust insast on Dr. Cochraite gtving ta te public,
thiough your papier, ubateser hae bas to s.) an tib
connection atfecting nie persoi..aily. lIsinuations are
uinfir .and unitanly, and 1 fur one shall not tolcrate
them. The I)oc.tor miust hase obbersed iliat an an>
rcpiy o Itis flrst letter 1 carctully avuideui makang an>
personal retcrences whatcvcr, and contentcd nl)selt
wvith sianply corrccîiitg the anistakes int wîic lt lie ltad
inconsciousl> tallen. 'l'hi reply tlîus far ns coin-

plete, nor could any more direct contradiction of tltc
original statenicnts bc conceived, but i Icar the Doctor
lias anisinterprcted any motives fur Ieavîing tnnoticed
thc dclicatc îhreats tîtat 'u-erc then coaîftned ta paren-
theticai clauses, or %%erc pecring out (rotin beîiscaeh
lines. 1 do not believe that any inîmber of that Coin-
minIce lias expressedi a sentiment or cast a %oite at its
mecetings that uvas flot dictaied b> à sincerc dcsirc îo
proaiote the intcrests of our Home Mission field.
Many oft hemn perforan, in a quiet, unostentatious %way,
a great amount of work in their respective Prcsbyter-
tes, and they have a rigit tÔ speak on îlîe3e mallers,
cven though it be to corrcct a mistake of the Converser,
wvithout being told tîtat if îhcy persist in sucb a tourse,
daaaîaging revelations us ili bc mnade. T[le amai who
makes these insinuattons docs not, 1 tltink, aet bru-
thcrly, but lite usho taanciy siabinits 10 thean (orteils ail1
claim to the respect ot has tcellows. 1 say nuthing fur-
ther now, nor until the Convener's promased disclosures
are made, and then 1 hope you mill accord to nie the
privilege of speaking fully anid tearlesbly. Yours sin-
cereiy, P>. WRIGHIT.

Mfontreal Apri! i2lh, rS,7.

MODERA TORSHIP.

MR. EDITroR,-I have rccaily observed several
communications in your papier an regard to the Mod-
craîorship of the next Ge-neral Assembly, whach do not
appear to bc vea-y judicioas. This keepaag up of sec-
tionai distinctions aftcr the different Chuiciies have
been united as flot wise. The three large bodies whach
united to tonstitute: the Presbyterian Church in Can-
ada have cach bea horaored by laavang a Muderator
chosen from is ranks, henccfonth let ail secuional dis-
tinctions disappear. He cns hardiy be regarded as a
friend to the untted Church who ansasts unneccssaraiy

on sectionn alcaims. The weitare of the whoic Church
shltad be te amni of MI. A nman siaouid not bc chusen
fur &Nldera-tor niîereiy because lie bappcns la occîapy
a promanelît position in the Churcli, but bt-cause lie is
best quinlifacil to discitarge te duties of tiae office.

OB/TUA RY.

aMR )0114t ATCLIPP 0F RAST WIIITOY.

rThe .%,abject oft liis notice died suddeniy at bis
rasideaice an East Whitaby oi te evening of the 9 îh
Marca. lis lus dahî, a Iuss of no ardiniry kind bas
'eti suistainti, nul oniy by tîte congregalion of wiiich
lie %vas an% active ornfce-l>earer, but by the gcecral com-
aaîîiîty us lutihbnid su ufteai callcdt hit to fll positions
of trust ani of putuver.

Mr. Raîcliflteanie to Canada in 1833, tram AXvonl-
date, an tîte counsty ot Laaiark, and seîtied in the town.
sip of WVltby, uv;herc hie bas cver since livcd, and
where lic bias year atter year grown in the cstecmt of
the coaîîîîuaîity whose advcncment in every respect
lac biad so nîaîerially proaioted.

MIr. itclîff %vas a an ot much more than usual
inteligence. Aitîtougi lie hnd probably rccived in
lits youîli no nîorc education than tbat which the
imaril sciauul oi lîalf-a-ccnîury ago afforded, sucli wcre
hîs acllvaty of iand, keenness of observation and ap-
plicationi t study tiat bc could lake a creditabie
place an any courncal, and gis-e an intelligent judgmeait
alake bothuon cavi and rigaous questions. He bad
not oni> at active aiiad, but an emotional nature,
unusîtally scarsii anal syanpatiictac. He liad lias feelings
atadeed under excellent convroi, but îlîey werc sa
stroiig as ufîcai tu dcty conccalanent on occasions fit-
ted tu eati tiein into play. Tiiese lîigh qualities of
aaind anci lienri naturaiiy made Iifn active and enter-
prasaaîg an ail îtce affiirs of the district. It was only
tlacar joli, recognition when lie us-ns appoanted the first
Rcese of tlîc towshiîsîp of East WiVbîby, anti atter-
wairds, an 1863, the WVarden of the county of Ontario.

iNature, as at us-il bc seen, bad done muclu for Mlr.
Ratclif; lite Iiiiiîself us-oulti have becn the first ta clain
that grace liad donc !itili mute. Ife bad cnjoycd the
beneit of a good religaous upbringang. It as but a
fewv moatits sauce bats excellent and godly n.otber,
wiliose bouse sîood beside bis own, passed away. The
religaous influences wbieh liaid been formed an bas
cbilcibood and youtit, were greatly nssisted by those ta
wici lie usas subjectcd staortiy al'ter lias arrivai an
unnda. Tbough a young man ait the tie, ie took
in active part an the tormation of the congregation
which as now knowai as that of Columbus, and to ats
larst mnnater, tîte late Rev. Dr. Thomon, be was
probabiy mare andebted than t0 aaîy other person, or
the course of lite, oft which so bappily for hianseitand
for mari) others, lie %vas led to make deciave choace.

Wtil te ilinister ot Osbwa contanued ta give bis
mucli valucd services to the congregaîaon an the rear,
Mr. Ratcliff was one of hîs must earnest supporters
aaîd cu-watrkers, as lie was of the annsters ivhu have
sueccssisecly accupied the pulpit of that church. The
%vriler or diese lincs cans neyer forges the Land appre.
ciation and cordial assistance whicii be rcceis-ad at bis
laands wlien entering, waîbout experaence, on the dutnes
ut tite minastry.

Mr. Ratchif was ordained 10 the cidersbip in t 856,
and contîntaed taatiifully t0 discharge is duties untîl
hits death. He uvas a %vise counsellor an the Session,
and an ardent nds-ocaîe of progress ini any darection
wbichi seemed to bin t0 promise the promotion of tiae
3piriluai lite ufthbe congregation. H-e was trequently
chosen 10 represent the congregation in the Superior
Courts ot the Church in uliach bis counsal was mnucb
vaiued, and in ts capnaliy was a member of the
Assem b>y uvhmch met in Hiala fax Imt ]une-

He wsas an active and laboriaus Sabbatb Sehool
teaciter; kceping bis mind open with thc youngest, tu
any ianprovcinents in the method of instruction which
the various associations and conventions of leachers
hiad t0 suggcst. In Itis ripe scriptural knowledge,
caracal pieîy, and ardent affectionate nature,4ae bad
the main quaiications forsuccess in any age orcountry.
Many who are now wives and mothers in that district,
u-ill rcanembcr t0 lte end of lite how much they owe
to bis instructions and influence-

Mr. Ratclifi was a zealous temperance man, and was,
we believe, at lte lime of bis deaîh, President of the
South Ontario Dunkin Bill Associatio». H-chas bea
a magistrale for os-or twanly-two yens-s, and in that
capacity he cnjoyed the fui> confidence of thse cern.


