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___ MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.
SUBSTANCE OF A SPEZCH,

Aclivered at the Anniversary Medling of the Balli-,

mnore Conference Missionary Society, City of Bal-
timore, Monday evening. March 23, 18209—and
repeated by request at the Annivercary of the Mis-
sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
in New-York, May 4th. By Rev. Ceorge G.
Coolanan.
 congratulate you, Sir, on the elevated position
ou sustain as the President of this Christisn meet-
g mud I congratulate this assembly on the in-
terestiug aud animating vccasion wiieh brings them
together. There is, Sir, about a Missionary Meot-
ing a spirit-stiming atmosphere, a sacrcd sympathy,

botter folt than expressed. It is hero that wo pecu-
harfdy recogunize the solemnizing presence of the

groat Head of the Church, and it is here we catch the|
kindling charities of the guspel. Misswnary ground:

‘aty commission, ** Go $o uto all the world aud

proach tho gospel to evcrf' creatute.”

And, Sir, what wero the old apostles, but heads
of @ missionary collego? Thomsclves graduates uo
der Josus Chnist, tho great teacher of tho church,
Heaven taught, hoaven -pired men! They were
linguists wit%xout a lexicon, and preachers withont
a book. They had ** the theughts that breathe and
the words that burn.” These wore missionarics of
the right stamp. Men full of the HHoly Ghost.
Hoarts of flesh—dceision of steel-—souls of fire.
Emancipated by the Lord, the spirit of liberty,
they roso ubove the narrowness of patonal preju-
dico, and becatre citizen’ of the world' They
knew no man after the fesh,—they belonged to no
nation,~—they carvicd @ message of merey to every
padon. Thero was Potor in ﬁis’ fisher's cont, and
Paul tho tent maker, and Matthew the publican,
and they proclaimed, as they went, salvation frec
as tho air you breathe, in the name of Christ the

And the prie.ts raged; and philosophy

macch of riligious truth beew belind the improse-
ments of the age.  Thoe word of God, onco immur-
od in the recesses of a cloister, hits been translatel
wte almoest all Languages, aud circalated into almont
«lands , while the ﬁmnt spitihe of wissionary fire
have burst the skell of scetarian peculiarity 5.and
now, Sir, the Protestant churches are omulobaly. .
laboring in breaking up and cultivating the greut
fiold of the heathen world.

While we rejuico in the labours and suvcess of
other missionary socictics, and wish thom God speed
in all their endeavours; perhaps, Sir, we may
be permitted, on the present uecasion, to rofer per-
ticularly to our own. :

We were saying, Sir, that the age in which we
live was distinguished by uoprecedentod improve-
lneuts. Oune nstonishim% discovery has followed

upen another, proving hov amnzingly the vast
powers of uature may he niude subservient to the
purposes of art, and among these stands pre-emi-
ucnt the steam hoat, the bright production of the

. d hol d—e stand lted above | sneered ; and royalty frowned ; and the beasts of creative genius of the immortal Fulton, It stands
::ui:l.g;:ggnal ‘; g dsgglt'i%n'al ;;' e“;;:_::g u‘; 01:11' z;:‘th.o people scourged, and pelted, and hooted; but, | the eighth wonder of the world.

ranges over the boundless and comﬁrehcnsive pros-
pect of all the families of the earth,—as we murk
the advancing march of gospel truth, and the vic-
torics of our Redeemer’s cruss, our souls sprcad
abroad with spiritual ealargement, aud catch aspark
of that seraphie fire which touched tho prophet's lips,
and buras on heaven's high altar.

‘There was a period within your recollection, Sir,
when it was necessury in the very teoth of opposi-
tion to edvacate tho cacse of missiuns by force of
wesson. and dint of argument. Skopticism pro-
nounced it a doubtful scheme, and infidelity pro-
nounced it 2 mad scheme, and the wise men of this
world pronounced it a foelish scheme; bat, Sir,
glory to the God of missions, be took the mauer
iato his own haad, and triumphandy proveu that
+ the foolishuess of God is wiser than men, and
the weaknoss of God is stronger thau men!™ and
while some with Jawish uabelicf were stumbling at
the difficulties, and others with Grecian pride vere
smiling at the foolishness of the uadertaking, our
Father and our God was pleased by the fuulishness
of praaching to save oven the very heathea that
Jbeliove. And now, Sir, throughout tlus babbling
sarth, {rom the equator to tho poles, we haic ten
thousand living epistles of irresisible argument,

domonstrating bgyond a doubt that the causo ofj

missions is the cause of God. The ohject of these
apnivorsaries is not to arguo the practicabiliy or
prupriety of the thing itself—this we reiterate 15
alrcady abundantly established—hut to rouse o

full aud vigorous activity, by the applicanon of)

powerful and legitimat.ve motives, the cuergies of

Sir, in the namo of the God of missionarics, they
went steadily on,~~aund, Sir, what was the result?
why, Sir, ths gospel was preached to all the world.
The platform of Jewish ceremonies sank beneath
the simple doctrines of Jesus ; the Gentile nations
flocked to the standard of Immaunuel. The. prond
citadel of Pagan mythology, stri{)pcd of its delu
sive grandeur, stood exposed a gloomy sepulchire,
full of dead men's bones. Philosophy was conquer-
ed without argument; tho gespe! was preached in
the very palaces of Rome ; and eventually the cross
of Christ was plagted tritmpliant on the throne of
the Cesars, }

And, mow, Sir, that 1800 years have rolled
away, I ask, Has the cause of missions lost any of
its coromanding and authoritative character? 1sit
not, like its divine author, the same yesterday, to-
day, and for evor? Where will the opposer of mis-
sions set his foot 7 Will he dare to say that the un-
changeable love of the eternal Father is in any
degree abated ? Or that the great Prophet of the
Church lias altered bis purpose 7 Will {u_c say that
the gospel commission has ‘run out, or that the
moral statc of the heathen is better, or the obliga-
tions of the Christian church less? O, tell it not in
Gath, repeat’it not in the streets of Askelon! We
bive been too Jukewarm, too supipe. itis high
time to awake out of slcep. What! shall we need
urging, with the high example of a missivnary Sa-
viour, and twelie missiona  apostles, befure our
eyes? What! witl? such illastrious leadess in the
van-guard of the Christian. armny, sball we shawme-
fully loiter and Jag in the rear ? Nay, my brethren,

While, Sir, I as an individual render up my
meed of admiration, permit me to say, that there
isavessel nuw afloat, which, thuugh less celebrated
on the pillar of this world’s fame, has been produc-
:‘i\c of more real beuelit to thy Lest interests of mun-

ind.

Sho was built at the foundry, eity of London,
under the dircction of Messrs. John and Charles
Wesley.  She is cunstructed on precisely the samp
wodel, and huilt of the seme materials, as the ofd
ship, which was Jaunched ig the city of Jerusalem
by our Lurd and Savieur Jesus Christ Iminediately
after his resurrection, and afterwards sailed and
navigated by the fishermen of Galilee. She s, Sir,
to all intents and purpuses, a missionary vessel,
calulicd for spiritual discevery and Christian
colunization.  She carries ] .iters of marque, a cho-
scia crew of missionary adventurers, aud steers b
the biight and morning star of Bethlchem. Ig is
trug indeed for the first fow years, her voyagin
were confined to the Britibsh seas.  Siie alternately
wisited the islands of Ircland, Scotland, Man,
Guerusey, Alderney, and Jersey ;—ic all which,
under the blessing of God, flourishing colonies were
cstablished. But, Sir, the God of heaven never
intcnded her for a coaster, she was destined to cir-
cuwnavigate the globe. Accordingly, Sie, at this
junctare, the great Head of tho cﬁurch raised up
a budy of incn of high missionary feeliog—spirits of
lofty enterprise—lcarts of universal charity. Nocd
[ nawe an Astwry, a Boardinan, & Pilmoor. a
Whatcoat, avd last, oot leust, a Coke. These
men, adventurous as Coluwbus, and greedy of

the Christian church in the advancement of this et us up and be doing ;, the spirit of missivns is the svuls as evor Spaniacds were of gu'd, lauoched the

rand and heaven-born desigu.
hristiani.y is essentially a missionary spisit.  ‘They
aro idontiied as one. You canuot separate them.

Let
In this war there is uo neu-

1broad, God will revive the work at home.
us thea to the ficld.

The spisit of scnl of the church; swhile "we send tho gospel|missivnary vessel into the great and boundless deep

of the Adantic; and fuvored by propitious gales
and an appreving Gud, reached tho sheres of this

Together they stand or fall. They aro based on trality.  Christ hath said, « He thatis not for mie is new and far-famed world. Here, Sir, they holdly

the broad foundation of an infinde beaevelunco,| “5ainst me.” Thou shalt love thy neighbour as, plasted the stendard of Mcthodism.
athies to the, thyself.” y 20 o
world. The for our want of missionavy zcal. * Curse Yo Meivz  they long to complain that the Yabouress were fow.

and they stretch ahroad their S)“‘Y
wants aud miseries of tho universa

Q:

O' Pt 1 9

lot us Lieware the curse of Merua

Here they
twuud the fields white already to harvest, nor had

etornal Father loved nothing less than the woild,; —curse ye bitterdy the inbalitants theted, for they Gl gave the waid and great was the inciease of
and gave his Son fur nothing less; and as he senus cMne notup to the help of the Lord sguinst the yalle cod cflective mico in this western viveyaid of

the sun to shigg upon tho ovil aud the goad, so the
out-heamings of Jus graco aro esseatially free.

Tho illustrious founder of our huly rc{;ginn—him-
self a missionary, aad the prince und the pattern of
all missivnarics—established a missionary system.
Xie was not tho mere head of a sect; Lut the great
ilead of that univenal church, which, staudimg on
tho rock, defies the gates of hell. He bruhe
down the middle wall of partition—he coustituted

_this cauth his magnificent temgle, aud in the even-
iug of tho world sent forth tho general invitation 10
“all the tribies of mon to como aud worship in bis
courts.  Tliis last glorious dispeusation wasushered

iu by tho songs of angels, as * glad tidings of (};rcnt
Joy to ull peoplo ™ und the * great effectual door™
was opened on the day of pentocost, amid the rush

BN ; . . ;o
itig wind und thoe descending fire, with the mission- |

mighty.”
et us ot he misunderstood. We aic not pre
ferring a bold and swecping charge aguint the
churclies, Lut rather stirring up their pure miods by
way of ramcinbinnce. 3t s true sndoed, cwphati-
cally true, that much remidius to be dene , but, S,
it is cqually true, titat somdthing bas becn done,
and more is yet in pregidss. There has gone
abroad throughoat Prutestant Ch.istendom a (o
docming spirit: of which this presunt missivuary
mecting is anuther triumplont proof, a spirit,
which, in the expunsicn’of its liheral designs, con
tomnplates, under the blessing of God, nothing less
than the evangelization of thic orld.
The world in which ne live has taken a wonder-
ful advance in art, science, civilization, and hiberty,
within the last hundred jears, nor, Sir, has tie

the Lord. Tho word of the Lord was like fire
among dey stubblo—it cleared  the nouds—it ran
alung the Lanks of our vaet rivess—it was intesist-
tle—it Gossed the nuridfiern lukgs=—it poncirated
ihe Soutlivin swamps—it defied the fiosts of Cana-
da—it scaled the doud capped stuants vi Alicgha-
by—and wen, e Kt e pivus obseiver bc‘l;mld
ihe geeat funnly of Methodismi—irom New-Orloans
in the soull, o Labrador on tho nuith, sinung be-
alracds thiir own vine and fig treo;—and tiuly may
he oaddaim. * What hath Ged wroaghe ™

Nor, Sir, is this all. Tho Mussionary spirit has
done greater things than these. It has silenced for
cver the futle theorics of a self-created philosophy,
and stupped the mouth of an arrogant politcal ex-
jpedicncy. Veliere is traw the empty declamer who
oftemd, with the solewnity of+ au oraclo, that «




