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ROUGE ET NOIR

A TOO MUCI- NEGLECTED STUDY.

Amid the daily increasing life and vigour ai the great
cducational centres ai this country, and the alinost painini
struggle for kntowvlcdge whicli chiaracte'4 ze:s the prescrit
genleration, wvhcin ivc find nien eagerly secking for informa-
tion :>i cvery subjcct which tlîcy tiînk may help) thern on
i their race ai life, wlicn n>athemnatics anl science have

Sreachced a degree af perfection that would ]lave seerneci
S miraculous flot many ycars ago, and even classics hold a
j very fair place, it scems stringc that a subject, ta miy
j mind, more important than ail othcrs, is s0 put i the
* background in aur scliools and colle-es, and indeed ta ail

appearance, sa littie cared for by the great majority ai
Canladian students. I -nani liistory. Tlîat tlîis subject is
put ver mucli on anc sidc- ini aur commoîi scliools, is a

j fact that 1 have aiten hdad to deplare. Instead ai its being
o nc of the first things tauglit ta children by tva> af stories,

j etc, it is put off tili later, and then given anly secondary
position. B3ut Ivarse still, in c- colleges, whlere wc should
expcct ta find this subjcct given its due prominence, we

fidthe samne tii:îg ta a great extent. In aur own, for
exInd e Hanaur courses are established in five différent

subjets«, but tione in history, and even the pass lectures do
not ftem very popular aniong the men. This is nat as it
should bc, if meon con.;idered the vast im portance (not ta,
speak af t'-e heauty) ai a knowlcd,,e of vilhat lias taker,-

j place among aider nations, the lessons for a young country
t!îat lie lîid iu the past, **-c long chairs ofecvents, the causes
of niany ai aur owvn conditions ai lufe and civilization, >f
bea fiems pvith an d nth siasm ei thatwul as. u olles
bchi fie niatl piea rnost codm, le vould cas u os
ta give it ane ai the very first places among the subjects
on their curriculum. The !saying has becomeso0hackneycd
!hat I arn almost ashamed ta repeat it, but stili et is truc
as ever that :"The proper studv ai mankind is inan,»
and, that being the case, tC'e st':--; -%f history is indispen-
sible. Moreover, it is the most cDmprchensive study that
can bc taken up. To know history thorouglîly is ta t r:iov
languages, plii:soplîy, geog-r.iphy), etc., and many anotiier
subject that is sure ta corne before tlic eyes ai thc faithiful
historical student. It gives food for the niost strictly
log-ical, rcasaning mind, as weil as for thc înost imaginative-
anc ; .it stimulates ail man's better qualities ta action, as lie
lookzs back on thc grand decds ai tlîe past ; it filis limn
witli loathing for the ev' passions ai humaîiity, as lic
belîolds thcm portrayed iii ail tlieir liideousniess, in indivi-
duals and in nations; it teaches hlm ta suffer and bo
patient, when lie sec how, by slow degrecs, great evils have
been overcome, and also ta bc calm and checerful M~'ien hie
is led ta believe tlîat the faundations ai nations nnd
oi socictics are tottering, by shiewing hM that ail 'sucl
events have but led ta inpravement and tlîat dtin worst
pcriods in the story ai nations have lîad tlieir briglit sidc.

E specially is it nccssary to la>' stress on tic importance
af the study of histary i this age, as a protest against the
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This year a change lias been made in the number ai
issues of ROUGE ET NOIR, and instcad of appearing twice
a terrn as formerly, it wvill nowv be issued on the i5th day of
cadi rnanth during tcrrn time. It is hoped that more frc.
quent appearance ~ii abtaini for ftouGr ET NOIR anl
increcased intcrest among aur graduates. The change
would have bcen mnade before, liad the amount af 'iterary
support which wve wverc receiving, wvarranted u 's in doing Go;
licwever, er.cauraged by a promise ai more assistance we
have made the change and hope ta be botter supported
than wve hiave bcen hitherta.

great and incrcasitig want of respecct and vencration for
tlîc things of thc past. one of thc most painful fcaturcs
of tis continent is the iinost total absorption in the pre-
sent shown by the grcat majority of the population.
I Iow often do %% licar a sner at any old-fashioiicd
flotioi5. *" ù won't do for this age of prýOgress&' The
lessenis of aid are despised, and ail trust iii tlxc*c own
clt!vcrncss and L.apabiiity. B3ut hurnati nature rcmains thc
.,aune, and ive can licier bc too careful not to despise or
cast asidc as tuseless oid ideas and prac.tices, until wc have
carcfiilly Lxaitiimcti how tlîey have stood the test of tinie,
ini other %ords, til uWL have icarned their history. We
necd far less of the idca. that ail kniowledge must tcnd ta
dollars and cents, far more liking and respect for the fincr
side of leariling, ani much more perception of the beauty
af fi'e, or as it uscd ta be termed " elegant'" scholarship.
This necd history iii hlclp ta supply. Canada in her
youthfui vigour, thiikS she cal) strike out a path for ber-
seit--wveli and good-oniy let not lier people despise the
landrnarks af oid, or tiinkl that nothing is ta bc gained
"rom the records of other lands, because she lierself lias
but a short page af history ta show.
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