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flic former. That is ever striking out newv and tlic nost exquisite
modes of tlouglit to whiclî Miltoii and Shakspearc have uothin- simi-
lai'. Tennyson distils & subtier elenient thau, any of' flic vriters of the
Commonwealth or Ille tiînes of the Charleses. Christopher North
coîîld alniost bc paralleled %vith Jcremy Taylor. Carlyle is almost as
wise lis Bacon. Have ive tiot liad as good metaphysicians Rs Locke?
H-ave Mve Dlot some, theologians tilat are flot uuworthly to staUd side 13y
Bide iih flhe Pîîritans-the Hookers, the Jewvells, flic Reynoldses of
other times? And with respect to thec alleged injury of magazine or
roview wvriting, or newspaper articles-the splendid essays of' the
Tirnes, for exaniple, or the Pall M1ail Gazette or fie Saturday R mieiv-
it is as idle to coniplain of these and of tlîeir influence, as it would be
to, complain of the shower or flie devs Qf-evenun, because they are flot
the ocean, or the river that first derives ifs veline tience, and fihon re-
turns it Nvith iviat it lias gathered Çroin the Empires through %Vhich il.
bas flowed. IlBooks are tUe. ships offinie" ; but are there to be no Iight-
ors? Are there to be no pleasure craft ? Are there to be no coasters,
to0 convey from shbore to shore tlecîî'ensi-res of lands distinited by tlie
broad sens~? AUl honour fihon to De~foe. and Sir lichard Steele, and
Addison, and otiiers tueur eontljtttoiî's, wvho broke dovn literature for
tho million, anid l it fiffi iii fertliising showeî's. or diffuscd it in re-
fresliiugr nuls aniong file inasses of' Englaud. Ail hionour to tlic mag,(a-
zines and recviewvs-tlie ionllhlies anîd tlle QuaRIter-lies-to filc daily
and weekly press-wiel are doing flic saine office for the niasses now.
WVhat do ive flot oive to the lTaters atjJ SpcU:tors and Guardians of
flic Awrgnstan age of our Literatnre? 'Po '!:em we eau trace the Ram-
biens and Idieni and Mirrors and Lotingers oU more recent fimies. The
essays and flie pleasing fictions of' Johnson and Mackenzie and Gold-
sinith-" Ra"sel.s," the imimortal Il Vicar of' WVakefield," flic I Mau
of' Feelin<"" "lLa Roche," "'Julia (le Roubigne," or file story of
"Anningait and A&jut." To theni ive owe tile wnritings of Vicesimus

Knox, of Bowdler, of Kirkc Whiîet, flic exquisite essays of Ebia, the
pleasing productions of Leigh Iliiiit, fici fie compositions of Limer-
son, the sketches of Washington Irving, and the style of Dickens and
of Thackceray. The Piekivîck Club is dirctly modelbed upon that of'

th pectator, thougli it lias au originality all iLs own, a freshness that
is uaL intenfered with by the eanlier idea or invention.

But ive must try to forai some estimiate of the literary merits of
Steele and Addison, and the g.enerai influence ielîch tiejir writings
bave excnted upon sîîbsequent imes.


