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T lE holiday season is upon us. Christmas and New
Year are at hand. Principally characterized in our

nionastic life by general dulness; somewhii-,t relieved by
exemption from attendance on professorial prelections.
Popularly it is considercd to be a season of festivity and
rejoicing. Conventional, usage, an attention. to the
"eternal proprieties " of modern cliquette, requires us to

bid you, our "ldear readers," the compliments of the sca-
son. We bid you also send in your subscriptions and
contributions to our organ of modern thouglit-expresscd
as student opinion.

TUIE NEW IlHYMNAL WVITH TUNE S."-In our
last we gladly hailcd ils issue. Ere this, no doubt
it is-or at least should be-mn thc hands of ail. Its mer-
ils, literary and musical, entitle it to an hionourable tank
among its contemporaries. The work reflects great credit
on ils enterprising publishers, thte comamittee, and the musi-
cal editor. There is a very excellent variety, not only in
the subject matter of the hymns, but also in the characler
and metre of the tunes. The careful classification and ar-
rangement of subjects, is wvorthy of special notice, and ex-
hibits at a giance the comprehensive character of the
subjects embraced in the collection, wvhich, we are delight-
cd to sec, includes sonie very fine hymns for children's
services. The careful adaptation and skilful harmonizing
of the tunes gives a remarkable combination of case and
elegance, popularity and practicability allied with the
higber graces of melodic and barmonic art. A glance at
its pages wvill suffice to show that it is just the book our
church requires, containing as it does an ample store of
simple congregational music and familiar hymns, with a
sprinkling of more artisîic work sufficient to interest and
iniprove our more advanced choirs and congregations.
Timne and space do flot permit details, eise many points
niight be noted, sucb as, the use of marks of expression :
the introduction of xnany new hymns and tunes, flot to bc
found in any other collection :-the correction of slight

ntistakes in othcr hyminals, for instance, the barring of
mune -"Regent Squiare," which is written so as to begin
on the lirst beat of te measuire, as it ougit, to bc, and nol
on lthe third or raiediuim accent as in the E nglish Prcsbv-
terian H-ymnal :-in the malter of piîchi, sevcral tates have
been set lower than tisual, sueli as Nicolai, 'Martyrdom,
and otiters; besides whiclî, the introduction of second
tunes will bc fouind helpful, wltere, as in severai cases, the
first tune tmay be fourid somnewhant diflicult, such as in
hylun zoo, %vhcre te lune IlSandon " will form an easy
substitute ror the more flord IlLux J3enigna."

'l'ie Il Fixed-tune " or - association " pririciple, instead
of te Ilcut-leaf " melhod, lias becu wvisely chosen. Shouid
il bu rouind necessary to use otîter lunes than those 10
which the hymns are set, thse smnaller edition with the
worels only, can bu cotsvenientiy used w~itls the Hlymnal
with Tunes. Tie cul-leaf systemn is less dturable. and more
expensive, besides, for the sake of uniformnity and associa-
tion, il would be butter if the hymns and tunes on the
saine page could be pracîised and introduced together ;
it serves also to check the vaga ries of taste, whicli are
sometintes dificult 10 accouint for, muclh less to reconcile.

We trust that ils introduction xvill be vigorously pushed
throesghout tue Church, and ltat ils mission among us will
prove a stimulus 10 greater zeal in the work or improv-
ing the singing of our congregations.

May' we not hope, ere long, 10 have the satisfaction of
seein- our Ilnew friend " clothed in the easy-fitting, chcap
and fashionable garb of the Sol-fa notation? Without
which il cannot possibly become a thorough success.

WVe would suggest that he Hymn-book Comniittee,
before disbanding, place some tltoroughiy practical scheme
before the Assembly for the improvemcnl of the Church's
psalmody, particularly in the oullying rural districts, so
thal every congregation mtay bo able 10 msakec an intelligent
u se of such an admirable hymtî-book as we now possess.

THE CFLT ABROAD.-It is More than nicrely interesting
10 know-for il has many points of practical importance-
that the Gaelic longue is spoken in many parts of the
Dominion. A reference 10 our Calcadar wvill show that
the Rcv. Neil McNish, B.D., LL.D., an accomplished
scholar and well-known divine, lectures on Gaelic language
and lilerature during the session : to which a scholar-
ship and prizes are attached. A Gaelic service is main-
taincd during the',winter by the students, %Yho ait thus
qualifled tlîeoreîically and practically for the work of our
church in such districts as Glengarry, parts of the easlern
towvnships, Prince Edward Island, Cape Breton, mnany
townships in Nova Scotia, and such districts as Bruce,
Huron, Middlesex, &c., in thie west, where there are
many congregations, having joint English and Gaclie
services. It is cumrently reported that a revision of the
prescrit version of the Gaelic Bible is being muade by
Scottish divines, and the Halifax Presjenàn Witness
savs, that the Rev. D. B. Blair of Barnes River, N.S.,


