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The Island of Jersey.

HIE sunniest spot in the British Isles.  Don't be scep-
tiea), reader, the reporss of the Metearological Council
prove that Jersey enjoys more sunshine than any other
station in Great Dritain, It is the largest of the Chan-

pel Eslands, haviug an area of 43 square miles, and

situated within the bay fo mel by the projecting const lines of Nor.
mandy and Brittany.
somewhat wild appeiran s+ the eliffs ridng to o height of 300 feet
above the level of the wa ; from these hicizhts down to the south coast

‘The nosthern coast presents u rughted and

it & gedual slope to the 21, the tadbleland being crosast by
numerous valleys and, I was going to say, * mountdins,™ as they arc
really mountains in miniature.
waterfalls, all of course in proportion to the size of the Islaud, but so
Dbeautifully arranged and giving such & diversity of scenery thatit has to
be scen before even a faint notion of its beauty can be formed, and
tire modest opinion of the writer is that nowhere alse iz such & variety
of lusdscape to be found comprised in so small a space, no. and more
than that, 1ot in any space at all the wide world over.  The Island is
Aivided into twelve Parishes ninl coutains one town only, $t. Helier.
on the south-west const, open to the ses, and sheltered on the north
and east by hills.  The population is nearly 35,000, and of this num-
her 29,000 are in St. Helier.

Before speaking of the occupation of the inhabitauts it may not bhe
out of place totakea glatnceinto the historyof Jersey.  Little is kinown
of it beyond tradition till the time of the Norman Conquest cxoept
that Christisnity was introduced into the Island by St. Magliore in
#53, and a church built within three centuries of that date is still ox-
tant and in = good atate of preservation.
covered with paintings representing scenes in the life of Jesus Christ.
Tu 106G when the Iuke of Normandy was crowned Ring of England,
Jersey. by trausition, became a depondency of the British Crown and
has beets ever sincs.  Thiuk of this. reader, and if ever you felt in-
clined 10 think that o small a place could be of no importance, re-
member that the nativex of this isle had something todo with shaping
the destinies of the greatest nation of the workl as they were among
Duke Willinm's trusty warriors and fought with him at Hastings.

Tn the sixteenth century the French attempted to land on the north
const, but the uatives, assembling on the cliffs above, rolied down
houlders and xtosres upon them with very good effect, thus preventing
their landing.

In 1779, the Duke of Nassau mude an  attempt at landing, but was
regwltecd.

In 1781, the French under Ilaron Rullecourt suooeedod in effocting
a landing, and marched from the oast const where they landed at St.
Helier. Here they were ttiet by the = Royal Jersey Militia.” lod by
Major Pierwon, and  afler » spirited  encounter were defeatod and
driven bk to theit boats.  Many, however, lost their lives among tic
rocks which abosnd anund the const.

Since that time the inhamtants have lived at pence with mankind
in general, enjoying special privilepes from the English Government
ag a reward for their loyalty. . Not least of their privilepes is the eu-
joyment of ** Home Rule.” The laws are enacted by tie ** States ™ or
Partiament, composed of 43 or 45 members, representing the different
Parishes. These laws may be enforced for three yoars only. when
they have 10 be re-snacted, or 10 become permanent they must receive
the sanction of Her Majesty in Council,

While considering the history it will be inleresting to note a few

Here we have rivers, lakes, and

The walls and ceiling are

buildings connected with the tales of the past. Mont Orgueil Castle,
built on a rack ut the south east of the lsland, is & splendid specimen
of Norman architecture in the way of fortresses. It dates back from
the tenth century, but some parts of it show that the site was fortifiod
before that time and indicate by their structure that the Romans had
something to do with the building up of this noble pile.  Within
these walls Chiarles 11, was entertained  during  his exile, and hiere,
though under somewhat diffcrent circumstances, Willinim Prynne, the
Paritan, wrote hi< ** Divine Meditations.” In the centre of the Castle
tsa well of Ranan origin. 193 feet deep, cut out of solid rock.

Another Castle, named after Queen Elizaboth, in whose reign it
was built, stands in St. Aubin's Hay sbout half » mile from the hinr-
bour of St. Helier. It was the residence of Sir Walter Raleigh whan
lie wax Governor of the Island, and is niow used as a station for a re
giment of artillery.

Alony the enst, south and west consts are & number of « Martel's
Towers™ at intecvals of a2 mile or so,  These are circular towers built
for purpases of protoction.  Druidical rewwing luve been found it
several parts of the Islaud,  We might go on indefinitely enumemtiog
places of historical interest hut both time and space forbid.

The chief vocupation is agriculture.  Farms averngie from about 20
to 25 acres in size, but they will carry as much stock as is generally
kept upon s Canadian farm of 100 acres.  Every available foot of
Il is cultivated and crops follow one another in quick suocession.
Potatoes form the main crop.  Last season, that is between tho
months of May and July, the sum realized by their export was over
million and a half dollars.  There are no manufacturcs of any im-
portance, being so near to Engladd goods may be imported at a very
fow figure, which defies competition, but the town of St. Helicr pre-
seuts all the appearance of a thrifty, wide awake business centre. The
shoprs are sucl as would be a cradit to even  Loilon or New York.
Some iden of the buniness they do may be realized when we consider
that 50,000 visitors cume annually from England and France to spend
part of the summer in the delightful climate of this Islc of the Sca.
which is free fron extremes of Lioat, aid enjoy the refreshing and in-
vigorating som breexes that make life worth ii\'ing.

Now, as ta the Flora of this ** Flower garden of Eunvope.”

are no less thau @12 native varicties of wild flowers and forns; 51
kinds of trees and slirnbs 3 626 of flowering plants: 183 of lichenus 3
1495 of nea woedx: and 82 of grasses,  The plants of Japmi, China.
Central America, cte., are grown outeide ane®  flourish in sub-tropical
omfusion.  Ou the west  oomst are found plants which do not groawe
anywhere cine it Europe except in Spmin.  This is accounted for by
the strong winds hlowing across tl ¢ Atlantic Ocenn from  the Bay of
Bircay. bringing the secds of these plants which fall into congenial
soil and take root.  Oranges and kenons are grown outside, thongh
et 1o any groat extent, It the fact toat they can he grown goes far
10 prove that the climate ixanenjoyableonr.  Grapesand figsa. rmore
common, expocially the latter, which are found inalmost every garden,

As for the cattie. they are a0 well known that 1cis 10t necenmary o
sy much about them. They arc both pretty and profitable, and have
agmin and agrin praved their right to the title of ** Alonarchs of the
Dairy.”  They aro very dacile atd tractable, and may be lod to and
from pmsture by little children of four or five years of age with perfec
miety. It may be well 1o state that the Jersey farmer never tums
his cows out lojmsture froe, but always tethors then, and someone has
¢ be in attendance stury two or three hours to move the pegs two or
three fost closer tn the gram, according to its quality and abandance.

Concluling this somewhat inadoquate dencription, 1 would my to
you, rondert, if ever you have the opportunity of cramsing the Atlautic,
don’t {ail to pay a visit to this little land which is in a liters! souse
flowing with milk and haney. and whete a man may dwell under the
shadow of his own vine and fig tree.

There

Ezax Rivm,



