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property. If you actually intend to
travel through the district of hig tribe,
you had better obtain a passport from
his sheikh ; otherwise, when you get
beyond that low ridge of land whers
old Mustapha's camp now is, you
might find it difficult to keep all your
baganage. Indeed, you might not find
it easy to get on at all. The Bedouin
reasons: “This land belongs to us;
others have no business on it unless
they have a passport. They ave tres
passing, and we will ine them for it,”

Just now, old Mustapha is not
aware that you are iu the neighbour-
hood. While you are contemplating
his late camp-fire, he is enjoying a
meal. His living is apt to be rather
scanty. At times a millet-cake, black-
ened, if not cooked, in the nshes, or
broth made out of the sveds of the
samh, must serve him in the place of
bread ; yet when he has the chance,
he can stuff like an Eskimo, To-day,
one of his mons killed two partridges,
and others of the camp tan down
three hares; and old Mustapha will
doubtless improve his opportunity for
an unusual bite, washing it all down
with a bowl of coffee—a drink to
which he does not always have access,
though living in Cofleeland. Then
he will probably pull out a vile to-
bacco-pipe of clay. Richer Arabs can
sport the traditional long pipe, with
big bow), that we ses in pictures, and
probably the so-called water-pipe. The
stem of the pipe will grow shorter and
shorter as you get down where poor
people are, like old Mustapha, until it
‘will be no longer than the ugly stub
we #0e befors some people’s faces in
our land. But—— .

It there is not old Mustapha sud-
denly appearing above that ridge of
land, decked in all his rusty, ragged
srmoue! While we were dreaming
by the side of this blackened fireplace,
in the wild, sandy land, he was cut-
ting short his meal, proposing an in-
terview as soon as possible. Here he
comes! We will leave, and take our
baggage with us.

.

How Oth;rs See It.

Tas mounted police (who seem to
do most of their travelling on foot)
give amusement to the passengers by
their searches through the train for
violators of the prohibitory liquor law
of the North-West Territory, They
tramp up and down the long nisles of
the coaches in their acarlet coats, boots
and spurs.  This liquor prohibition
has the good object in view of keeping
whisky from the Indiaus, Before jt
was enforoed, *whisky-traders,” who
came many miles across country from
the States, sold “fire water” to the
Indians in exchange for furs and made
enormous profits, while the unfortunate
red :nan was the sufferer. There are
many thousands of Indians an regerves
in this region, and the strict enforce.
ment of this law does great good. Dut
itis at thie same time & genaral meastire;
the Dominion Parliasment, bolding that

what is good for the Indian must also
be good for the whito man; and these
policemen are paid 2s. a day maiuly to
enforce this law, Tt is, however, a
rather comical commentary on the
prohibitory principle that on the rail-
way the traveller can get all the fluids
he wishes when in the “dining coach,”
but at the same time commits a deadly
sin if ho does his imbibing or carries n
bottle on any other eonch. The gov.
ernor's “permits ” are availed of in the
former ; the railway management hav-
ing discovered that a great transcon-
tinental tourist line cannot be success-
fully run on a prohibitory liquor busis
in free America. Some of the se'zures
of spirits made by the police are very
large, for the ocontraband trade is
carried on extensively, most of the
whisky coming from Montana, and
being vile stuff, though often com-
manding 158, or 20s. per Lottle,”

The Mails of the Olden Time.

In these days we ure so acoustomed
to the almost hourly visits of the post-
man, and to the conveniences for cor-
respondence which have well-nigh done
away with separation between friends,
that it may be well to “stip up our
thankfulness” o little by reading the
following extract from the Youth's
Companion :—

“It has been declared that all ro-
mance passed out of the mail service
with the old posting-days. This may
be true; but it is also & fact that
suflicient interest is to be found in the
infancy of letter-writing for the satis-
faction of the ourious. The ancients
hed no convenient postal Arrange-
ments—a fact easily mocounted for by
the poverty of their writing materials,
as neither the waxen tablots uged by
pupils under tuition, nor the leaden
plates upon which the pilgrims wrote
questions when they consulted the
oracle of Dodona, were of & suitable
shape for transportation, The first
step toward portable writing materials
lay in the adoption of the papyrus ;
but for a long tine after that man-
kind seemed little inclined toward an
interchange of written thought,

“The real origin of letter-writing
was in Egypt, and the two forms of
letters first in use were an open sheet
and a closed roll. The two most pro-
gressive states of antiquity, however,
the Persian and Roman empires, were
the first to attempt systematising
the mail service. Rorme, probably,
followed the lead of Persia in the
matter, and the origin of the cursus
vublicus, or public-post system, is
traced back to the time of Augustus,
Aovording to this arrangement, s,
system of communication, whick® was
rapid for those days, was effected be-
tween all parts of the empire, Be-
tween one mansio, or station, to
another, was a day's journey, and at
each of those points forty mules were
at all times kept standing in rvendi-
ness for travel, The ‘ mutations,’
which were between the mansiones,

wero mtended simiply for the exchange
of horses, and not as shelter for travel-
lers, and here also twenty animals
wore always waiting,

“During the Middle Ages, no
general postal communipation was
preserved, as letter-writing had quite
fallen into disuse. Only the monks
still practised it, and the monasterics
and universitics became the only
postal stations of the time.

“Of course no convenient postal
arrangeinent could exist without refer-
ence to some oentral departinent, or
office; and, consequently, none was
successfully attampted as long as the
empires of the Middle Ages consisted
werely of independent states held to-
gether by & loose feudal system,

“France first attempted a uniform
postal aystem, which, under Louis XV,
reached quite a respectable condition.
Still, the postage was extravagantly
high, and the secrecy of a cotres-
pondence was so little respected, that
people did not tuke the trouble to seal
their lesters, but merely fastened them
together with needles. Richelieu’s
maxim was well known, and also the
coolness with which he ucted upon it:
‘Bire, if one wishes to know what
there is in a letter, ok bien/ one must
open it and read !’

““In modern times, all the appli-
ances of sciences have been pressed
into the mervice of expediting the
mails. There are still peculine methods
of transit, In Dritish Indin, the
velocipede is the vehicle of the car-
vier; the oamel bears the mail through
the desert; and the reindeor effects
communication among the frozen re-
gions of the north.”
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The Mountain Flower.,

Ix Ross-shire, Scotland, there is an
immense mountain gorge. The rocks
have been rent in twain, and set upart
twenty feet, forming two perpendiculur
walls two hundred feet in height. On
either side of these natural walls, in
crevioes where ‘earth hag collected,
grow wild flowers of rare quality and
beauty. A company of tourists visit-
ing that part of the oountry were
desirous to possess themselves of speci-
mens of these beautiful mountain
flowers ; but how to obtain them they
knew not. At length they thought
they might Lo guthered by suspending
& person over the oliff by a rope,
They offered & Highland bo y who was
near by, a hundsome sum of mouey to
undertake the difficult and dangerous
task. The boy looked down into the
avful abyss that yawned below, and
shrank from the undeértaking ; but the
money was tempting. Could he con-
fide in the strangers? Could he ven-
ture his life in their hands? He felt
that he could not, but he thought of
his father, and, looking once more at
the cliff, and then at the proflered
reward, his eyes brightened, aud he
exclaimed : “I'l] go if my father holds
the rope” Beautiful illustration of
the nature of faith, If the Highland

——————

boy could only place the sbrong 1,
and loving heart of his father w.
other end of the vope, he woyly
descend the precipios with fentloy
mind, Love sad pawor would heop
him from falling, and bring him up
again with his oral prize, a trophy of

the father's sffection and Lis win

faith,

The Emnpty Hands,
0, ovERwoRKxD, woary mothers,
Worn out with the day-loug tail,
With uerves that tingle and quiver
At the children's wild turmoil,
8ee, where one mother, weeping,
By an empty cradle stands;
No butden you besr i harder
Than her burden of empty hands,

For her is no hurry and bustle,
Fevorod days after wakeful nights;
No brushing and mending and stitching,
And **setting the room to rights,”
Nay, but for her no kisses,
No clasping of baby arms,
No smaothing of golden tresscs,
Ko fondliug of dimpled charms,

Think of the dreary silence,
When the children's tones are stilled,
And the lagging hours of the long, long days
By loving tasks unfilled ;
Then take up the duties gladly
That tho husiest day demands,
O happy mothers, who know not
The bit-leu of empty hands !
—Christian Register,
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Lapwings, or Pewits.

Tur lapwing is about. the size of a
pigeon. It has s beautiful crest of
black feathers upon its head. Its
belly is white, and its back & pale
brown, with a metallio lustre.

These birds feed on earth-worms,
insects, and grubs, and they are very
useful on account of the number of
these which they destioy. They make
use of rather an ingenious way of
getting the worms, They pick down
the worm-hill with thejr bills, and
then walk around it; or thay striko
the ground with their feet, and when
the worm comes out to see what is the
matter, it is instantly seized and eaten,

The nest is slightly built of a fow
stems put together in a hollow place,
and because of the colour of the sggs
it is seldon scen; but, should your
foot turn in that direction, the mother-
bird will spy you out—even at a great
distance. She will rise up and ap-
proach you, flying about in « stats of
excitement, and trying to lead you
from the nest; and the lapwings in
the neighbourhood, as if quite under-
standing the matter, will come and

Join her, and fly and flap, and “ Pee-

wit1” or “Pee-wel” over your head,
with great energy,

All at once, however, it appears as
if the mother-lapwing had suddenly
becowe lame. 8he runs limping along,
and it seems the easiest thing on earth
to oatch her. Bhe will allow you to
come very near indeed, and entice you
to a great distance ; then, when all

danger is over, she will spring up, s |

if laughing in your face, and fly off.
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