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PLEASANT HOURS.

The next-morning, as-Herman passed-,
by the place ‘where ho had- found-the
fair child, he saw s cluster ol lovely
white flowers, with -dack- groen loaves,
looking 88 though the snow itself had
blossomed.  lorman-plucked some and
warried them home to his wifo and chil-
dren, who treasured the fair blossoms and”
tended thom carefully in remembrance
of-thay wondetful-Christmas-Igve, caling
them chrysanthemums; and every year
us the time camo round they-put astde n
portion of thelr fenst, and gavo IL to some
poor ehild, according-to the words of the
Christ> * Inasmich an ye have dono-ft
unto onc of the least of theso my
beethron, Y8 have dono It unto me ™

Buch Is the beautiful legend of the
origln  of the chrysanthemum, the
Christinas flower.
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Gradunily -old-customs were-adopted—as
hanging garlands and “wreaths, decoras-
Ing trees and giving presents, Tha
chureh fathers protested agzinat these
* heatlien rites,” and the protest was
rafued again and again--as in -Puritan
_England and by our Noew lingland fore-
_fathers=—but-in valn. For my part, I
think-we are happier apd better for keep-
“ing tho giad “haman side-of (he holiday.
-But If-we devote-it-merely_10-our_selflsh
pleasure, we degrado our-Christmas fes-
tival to -the old -heathen level. t us
-keep 1t holy with the sweet, unselfish
spirit of Christ, and make it jn deed
-nnd In truth a season of * peace on earth,
-geod will-to-men

“Maudgo's Lotter.
BY MRS, XVA-W MALONE,
Dear Santa, I know you aro blzzy;
An ’so-1"have 'cluded to-rite,
To tell'you jest' what I want, zackly,
Boso that'you will get it all-rite,

+

“Naw-Ned-nez that 8anta can’t_bozzer
With readin’ a letter from mo;

An_when thoy-go up in the chimbly,
01d.8anta won't-never-one sce.

“j-But boys don’t know much about Santa,

Or-trewly thvy-wouldn't-talk so,
“for when I-tel} you that'I-want things
1 got-om, an'-that's what I koow,

“In_coursc, I mus’ have n new dolly,
For this one-1s rooined, you seo;

“Sho went off to nussin® the-soljors,
Aun’-got her leg-shot in the nce.

_An', ﬂ.e'n, of_ you pleeze, while you're

s’ put in o cradlo an’ “bed,

iWIth swoet-1ittlo covers to fit-om,

An’-pillerafor dear dolly's head.

An’-a beuro-an’-dresser for Dolly;
For our thlng- I» all-jcs' go tall,

That dolly mos’ stretches ‘er nock off,
A-tryin’-to primp~for 2 call,

Pleasant Hours:
A 'MPEI} FOR -OUR- VQUNG' FOLK:
Rev, W, I, Withrow, DD, Editor,

TORONTO, DECEMBER 16, 1899,

‘An -announcement was mado-on page
196-of Pleasant-Hours, -for-Decomber 9,
with reference to schools-needing-hetp
trom the Sunday-school Ald Fund. This
-was:-insertcd by mistake. Al sich-ap-
pileations should be -sent to the Rov.”
A. € Crows, who, as Sccretary of the
Sunday-schoo) Board, makes all Sunday-
school grants,

THE BEGINNING 0!‘ CHRISTMAS.

-BY EDNA TURPLY,

-Hundieda of-years before *he birth-of-
Christ-men- kept-feast days in-honour of
tho birthdays of-dear and-rovercd ones.
It 1s-no wonder that .t came-into-the
hearts of Christ’s followers to set apait.a’

day to cclebmate_ their Lord's-coming |-

to-carth, But what-day shonld-it be ?
for-ail-oxuct knowledge of his birih dato
was-lost-very carly [l1storic probabiiity|
pointed to some day_in spring—the twe:
tieth or twenty-first of April, or the
twentloth-of May. The-oriental Chris- |-
tians wanted, for varlous roasons, to
celebrate a day in_January, but:-Rome
favoured “the twenty-fifth of December,
snd Rome -ruled the world, so-1t_is-the
weenty-fAifth of December wo celebrate,
though the day was not-formally fixed on
by- the church il the fifth century

Almost-all heathen people held-feasta
11 1ate December, -In honour of-thelr sun
fod.  Up_to this-timo-of-year-tho days
woro gotting. shorter, the nights longer,
the world moro and-moro dismal as sun
rays camo-weaker and fainter to It, but
all-at once the-sun seemed to stay-his
recession, ano  then, turning in his
course, brought 1ife nnd -light back to
the wintry earth  Surely, this- was-a
timo for feast and rejoleing. "Thus
-thought tho ancient peoples. 8o tho
‘Perslans- held a feast in December In
honour -of thelr sun.god, Mithras, the
Eeyptian, In honour of Horus, the Greeks
commemorated Herculea, the Romans
celobrated tho -anniversary of Sol “the
nvincible.  This, too,” was-tho season
when the Teutons held -thelr Yule feast,
-and_the.Kelts llghled thelr Bel nm 1t
-seemed tn the early O

-An'-then, ef_you'll bring mo a braisalet;
An'-ef you can.spare it. a ring;

-An’_oshuns-an’-oshuns-of candy,

Why-that's all 'll ask-you_to bring.

-For-matnmn-sez gomo littlo childern
Don't-never have good: times liko me,
-0 won‘t_you_pleeze hunt ‘em up; Santa,
An' muke ‘em as glad-ns can -bo'?

But ef you-don't have enuft munny,
Sech-milynna of-stochin's to M,
T know-that-my papa will help you,
Ef only-you'll-send ‘im_the bill.
Yore-little frend, Mage,

OHRISTMAS-AND 178 MEMORIES,
BY- THE-EDITOR,

*thouam. of Christmastide 2 -What- len—
_der recollections, joyous or pathetlc, {

awakes! How the lco of selﬂshncu
haws under-tho genfal influenco-of this
-scason. -lis naturc must be callous in-
-deed, who does not feel somo- -gencrous
lmpulucn, or-18-not-touched-to gentleness
and ruth-at-the anniversary which-com-
" momorates God’u ‘great glft-to_all man-
kind. The cckio- ot tho angels' song

-morg -clearly heard than-at-any otlier
time. Even- tho pooreat -realize- some-
thing of the brotherhood of -map, .and,
“letus hope something of-the P:uherhowl

of-God.
Qur gcnlal-hmrled Aunglo-Saxon-ances-
tors espoclally- designated- the scason as
“Merric Christmes,” and celobrated- its
Teturn-with bolsterous mirth and-jollity
- Fhoy~dragged the yule tog-to tho amplo
hearth, and heaped tho hospitable- board
and filled the flagen-high, and with-song
“and-dance and merry joat- wore the night
-away  Thelr rude feasting partook more
-of “the Roman -December Saturnalia,
-from which many. of our-Christmas-cus-
toms.aro-lineally descended, than of_tho
character of a Christian-festival,

Many of our Christmas usages have
their-roots away back In pagan-or-papal
-antiquity. The very-date-of Christmas

Celtic or Teuton-Yule-feast of the -winter
solstice,-a-commemoration_of their hea«
-then gods, The use of holy and-mistietoo.
-in Christmas_decoration is -a- relic -of
“Druldical-castom, -these. being eacred-to
-Balder, the-sun god, and-therefore ems
-ployed_as spclls against evil spirits. The
pleasant custom-of Christmas gifts

to ths Infant ( chmt. St. Nicholas, dear-

carly
an approjriate time for a festival in hon-
our “of ‘the rising of thelr Sun_ of
-Righteousness, especlally as.when-thelr
heathen -nelghbours were -busy feasting,
-they.were more secure from Intamwunnf

to-all chll 3. Santa -Claus, was a
woalthy-Greek, llvlns -In-Constantinople,
-who at Christmas time gave rich-presenta
“to-tho poor. "For-his plety and chbarity
be-was-canonized in the Greek Church

and became” tho-patron saint-of nussll,

“What heart docs.not beat faster at the

upon the plaina-of Bethlehem {s now

-was probably determined -by-the great|

3
_reminiscence of tho offerings of the Magt,

| -and. pnul-gn frleud of-children throughout

the-

Christmas ‘has ever been a favourite
themo with the poets.  But no singer
-has over presented such-a-noble-tributo
to the Incarnate Lord as-Miiton, in-his

“Hymn on-tho Nativity,”

“-Nor war -vor -battle sound
Was heard the world aronnd
The- |dlo umnr and- -meld wero high

up
Tho hooked chariot-stood
Unstained by hostile blood,
Th: trumpet-spako not to ths armed
throng;
And kings sat still with awtul eye,
As It thoy surely know thelr sovorelgn
rd was-nigh.

* The helmed cherublm,
And sworded seraphim,
Are scon in xlltlerlng -ranks with

wings displayed;

Harping in_loud-and solemn chalr,

“With unexnreulvo notes to hoaven's

new horn_helr,

Aud-all around the courtly_stablo

Bright hnrneucd angels sit in order |
sorviceablo.”

Many of the elmplo carols which from’

time immemorlal haye_ heon sung on
-Christmas Eve oro of remarkablo beauty,
and-often -havo n_quaint and Infantile
expression that_renders them singularly
attractive, Sqmo that for centurics have
- floated out-upon-tho midnight alr, ming-
“ling with the swect jangling of the
Christmas bolls, still linger in qulet-vil-
‘lages in-England, France and Germany.
The-following-wil)-gerve as-famiilar ex-
“amples in our own language. Ono- of
the most-comtaon, the air of- which I8
very sweet and simple, s this:

“God rest y¢, merry gentlomen !
-Let nothing you dismay,
_For_Jesus Christ, our Snvlour,
‘Was born upon thls day,
To save us all from Snmn'l'thrall,
When- we-were gono-astray.
Obh,tidings !-glad tidings !
}'or Jesus Christ, our Saviour,
Was born on- Christmas Day.

“In-Bethlekem-in Jewry,
This blessed Babe was born,
And-Jald within a manger,
Upon this-happy morn,
And-this disgulse, the mother wiso,
Did nothing-take in scorn—
-Oh, tidings ! glad {ldings ¢
I«‘or'.!clus Christ, our Suvlonr.
‘Was born on Christmas Day.”

-Stiil-moro anclert was this,-whoso ten-

: der pathos made it a unlversal favourite *

“ A8 -Joteph- \lvax a-walking, he heard-an
angel sl
‘This nlx,ht shall be born our heavenly

King
He neuhor shall-be born In-housen.nor
in.hall,

Nor in.the_place of Parmllue, but {n an
ox’s stall,

“*He nelther shall-bo clothed in_purpie
nor fnpall,

“But all In fair llncn, a8 wore bables all,

Hlo-nofther-shall-be rocked-in silver nor

-g0
-But in a-wooden cradle that-rocks wpon
-the mould,”

““Then Ye yeo glad, good people, this

‘night_of-all_the_year,

And Mght upall-your candles,-his-star.
it shineth near;

And all tn carth and-heaven our Christ-
mas-carol sing ¢

“Good “will and peaco-and glory. and
all the bells shall-ring.”

The-fullowing has &_quaint ballad re-

-ear, lke tho=ringing-of-the \,nrlnmaa
-chimes .

“I.saw three ships come galling in,
-On Christmas-Day, on Xmas Day,
1 saw- threo-| uhlps come salling.in,
-On Xmas Day in the morning.

* And what was in those shlps all three 7
On-Xmas Day, on-Xmas
Our. Saviour, Christ, and his Ladlo,
On-Xmes Day {n the morning.

~ And all the bells on carth shall ring,
On Xmas Day, on-Xmas Day;
And all the angels In"heaven shall slng,
On:-Xmas Day Inthe morning.

“*Then let us all rofolce amain,
mas Day -op-Xruas Day;
‘Then let us all rejolce amaln,
On-Xmas Day in the morning"

The ecclosiaatical origin of- many of
“these carols 18.scen In.tho Latin refrain
~which many of them possess  The_fol-
-lowing 18 still a-favourite; ~

“ When Christ-was born. of-Mary. freo,

In"Bethiehem; xn that-falr citlo,

frain -that lingers pleasantiy upon the

1s san| u:ern wllh mirth-and 5lee.
Apels fank- n-Excalsls Glorla"”

One of the oldeat-carols is that- hmlllar
-one entitled, “ Christus Natus:Est” It
ran-someihing in this masiner :

The cock-croweth—Christus Natus-Est.
{Christ 1s-born.) N

‘I'he raven-asked—Quando. (When7)

‘Tha_crow replied—tias-nocte. (This
night)

Tho ox cryeth—Ubl 7 Ubl? (Where?
“Where )

The shcep bleatoth—Bethlehem § Dethe
-lehem *

A volco from heaven- sounded—@Glorla
in_Excelsis Deo.

One of tho mcst beautiful and-musical
of all -is the followlng monkish rhyme,
whosa Latin refraln rings like the clash
of Christmna-chimes:

“ Chirlst-was born-on Christmas Day;
Wreatho the hohy, ! twlno the bay.
-Christus natus_hodi
Tho m\bc tho -Son, thc Holy-One-of

Hols bom to st us treo,
He {5 born our Lord-to be,
Ex Marla- Virgine,
The God the Lord, by all-adored_for-

'melux to this_holy-morn,
Very, very carly, Chirlst was born.”

“But the sweetest of ail-were Lho carols
-that-were sung by -the-clear, glad volces
-ot-children from door-to door-in"the vil-
-lago strects :

* Hero wo como a-wassatling,
“Among_tho-leaves so_green*
Here-we come a-wanderlng,
8o fair to bo seen.
Love-ond-joy-come to you,
And-to your wasssll, too,
And God keep you and send you
A--Happy New-Year-too.

“We aro not-dally-boggars,

‘That beg-from door to door;
-But-we aro-nelghbours' ~children,
Whom- you-have seen before.
God bless_the master of this-house,

" God-bless the mistress, tov,
And all-the littlo children
“That round your table go.”

As rudo and simplo a8 o nuracry rhyme,
*um old- song _has-stlil power to stir a
tender in our
hcnrls. There -§8-a light and -tripping
movement-in the following-that scts it~
-solf-to-muslc llke a Jark’s song :

*“ Carol, carol, Chrlgtlans,
_-Carol-joyfully,
Carotl for-the coming
Of Chrlsts Nativity:
And-pray a gladsomo Christmas,
“For. all good Christlan pen;
Carol,_carol,-Christians,
“For-Christmas comes again,

* Carol, carol, Christlans;

Jdke the Magl, now,

“You -must -Jade _your-caskets,
wmx & grateful-vow;

Ye-must havo sweel incenso,
Myrrh-and finest-gold,

At-our-Christmas altar,
Humbly to unfold.”

Through the ages this ministry of song
“has not been unavalling. In an-era-of
violenco and rapine and blood, rude
-hearts wero touched -to tenderness, and-
“the exerclso of gentlo charitics was cultl-

vated by {ts: hallowed- Inflience.  Nor
is- tho-returning-scason without-its les-
sons of practical-bencficence to us. Ity
first cvangel-was-that-of peace on-carth
and good will to-men. Lot souls.cs-
-tranged be once more Knit togetber.” Iat
us:mantfest_our good will by good deeds.
:Let us commemorate God's great gift 1o
us by remembranco of his suffering poor

As wo sit at our Christmas board, let us
not forget thoso whose table- is bare,
-whose hearth_Is-cold,_and-whose Nomes
are desolate. In- ministering to ‘thelr
necessities-we shill oxpericnce 3 nob\tzr
_joy and share a richer feast than earth's
most sumptucus banquet can_afford,

‘Wiiat Distressed-Her.
1 love a-young:lass of:summers

five,
‘Whose -bounis - has kept. many -
alive,

The Ilast puvatu collection- that graced
her play-pen,

Vns-a sheep- and a-goose and an-old
clucking hen.

‘ She's-just in {,rom her pets-with eyelids

quite Ted,
Exvlaxmnx, “ mamma ¥ ‘the-old- goose
s den

As she soby, % The shéep stepped on-it
“with- {ts"head.”




