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Knighit Templar. Upon the shiold were somae
faint rclics of armorial bearincg, but it would
aow have puzzled the keenest antiquary that
ever pored over mouldering ruins, to detect the
obliterated blazonry which would have told the
naine of hiim who slumbered there, as stili ns
though hie nover had pealed through his furious
lips the war cry, Ha! Beauseant, or battled for
the cross of Christ, knee deep in Paynimn gore.
Another heavy stone displayed the mitre and
the pastoral crook of soma proud abbot, and
soma two or three more of the number bore
marks of decoratioa which, though now much
decayed and broken, showed that they had
been la old-time dedicatcd to the long since
forgotton memories of the p)ure, the beautiful,
the noble or the wisc. The rcst wverc low
grass-covered mound:a, without a- stone to bear
the name, or record the destinies of their in-
habitants, and the most of them, from their
sunkea ridges, and haîf obliteratedl outlines,
were evidently of na recent enigin. Nothing
could possibly ho wilder or more gloomily ro-
mantie than the spot chosen for the site of this
place of rural sepulture. Il was a small dep
hollow, scooped, as it were, out of the bosoin
of the huge moorland his that raised their
baro, round-headcd sumrnits; trcless and bleak
and dosolate, on evory.side around it. On the
right hand side, the little burial-ground abut-
ted on a sloop precipico of riftod. sand-stone
rock, which rose strnight as a wall for Sixty
yards abovo it, and thon slopcd stili fairther up-
ward, 'till k was merged in the honther of the
lofticr fell-bohind the chapel wvas a thick
grove of matted yows, filling up the wholc
,%vidth of the gorge between the hulis, through
which a little brooklet rusàled murmuring and
sparkling la a throad of liquid silver, girdling
the church-ynrd round on the left side, nnd in
the front, whcre it was crossc-d bynasmail ono-
archod bridge of frce-stonc. The margin of
this strcain wns bordered by a long line of ash
trees, probnbiy chnnco-sown thora hy emigra-
tory birdýs, for flot nnother of the species wns
te bc found for sovoral miles'distance front the
spot, anad above these, the hilI slopcd boldly te
the westward, showing beyond its rolling sum -
mit the crcsts of lofticr nxountztins looming up
bloce and indistinct in the fiar distance. l was
a dnrk and gloomy aLfttrnoon, although in tic
fairost, lime of summer, but the air wns sur-
chargcd with clectricity, and damp withal, and
very sultry and oppressivc. There wn.s not a
bramae to fan thc lightest lcnvcs of the aslt by
tho siTcam, rior te wvv even the slight stalk
of the blue haro bells on the rock, but the

clouda musterod henviiy, sweeping up,I
sieemed, before sme hig-her current that
flot felt below, mass above mass,' tili the vi
sky was crowded with their huge towc,
volumes- the sun, whca ho abone out, at il:
front the interstices of the dense thunderci
shot a hot brassy glane, that scemed as
carne fromn the mouth of some vast furnu
no bird was heard to warble or even chr
fromt the bushes, the threstle and the bI
bird, those nover Mîent songsters of a Sco:
summor, were hushied in sad anticipatia
the coming storm-only the plaintive cr
the lapwing from. the upland, and the sý
secm of a kite wheeling ia airy circles i~
the solitany belfry, disturbed the death
stillness of the volley. Dcath-like inde
%was-and flot unfittingly, for, la tlto chu
yard, liard by uhe bank of the little str
and under the dark shadows of the yews, i
;vns an open grave--the pile of e9rth, reai
111 ilus yavning mouth upheapedl upon thE
beside, mnattock and spado planued la the c
by ils brink-an open grave waiting its!
tenant. At soma short distance frem. the g
there sat. upon a fallea head-stone, as mu
iess as though hoe had heen himself a part
an old grey-liendcd wrinkled inan, in attlt
melancboly thoughet, with a small, long-ha
terrier, wiro-haired, and with a face as
and vrinklcd as bis xnaster's, dozing amen

ýweds besido him. For noarly an hour, j
thore without suirring, unless when nt t
hoe ralsedl bis bcad for a moment, and appî.
te listen, but thon not hearing whatbeo se
to bc expecuing-., relapsod into bis grim
gloomy meditations. At last tie souridsni
ho awnitcd mode themselves heard nt a
tance, the well known death-bymn of the.
tans swelling up awfully among the
bore huis, a volume of wild, do!leful mus
The old man rose up nt thc signal, and iù
ing to the porch, opcned the iron-studdcdi
and in a few moments the dissonant clast
clan- of the old crnceod chapel bell;
harshiy out over thicloncly-walloy. It =
long beforo the melanchoiy train came *k
into sight, wvinding along the narroiw r
whicb, following the mazos of the brook,
accoss te that lonely place of worship fror
more cti**vnîcd glea of thc lower couaci
Tho first of the procession was the old.c,
znuing poster, a.% taîl thin man, bent *I
double with tho infirmities of age, with a
bcnd, and stemo, lîarsh featuros, but an
flashing oye, full of enuhiusinstie lifo and:
eus eoergy. Immcdiately behind himi 0


