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impression of necessary self-defence, right

in the first instance, hut subsequently, byi
the angry legislation of the United States,
tendered delusive; there is, ab least, no
moral turpitude in such a charge.  The lust
of conguest, however, involving, ag it does,
moral guilt, provokes o censure and fixes a
stain which the honour of a nation, and of
a Christinn nation espeeially, is deeply con-
cerned in repelling, if it ean. Yor this,
offence against naiional integrity and good
faith the government of the United States
are answerable, in procecuting the war from
motives clearly distines from those which
they avowed ; motives not at all consistent
with the position in which they desired {o
place themselves hefore the world,—that of
an agarieved people contending for rights
which had heen infringed : motives, in short,
arising wholly from popular feelings atonce
covetous of the possessions of another
nation, and exasperated for the time hy
passions heyond control. In a word, the
war of 1812 wag a war of acarnssioN; and
its fate was that with which it is the usua
Providence of God to visit, sooner ov later,
all agavessive wavs: it was 2 failure; and a
failure, though brightened hy oveasivn:l
triumph, involving, on the whole, a large
amount of retributive calamity. It is, too,
a remarkable; we might say, providential,
circumstance, that the failure was mainly
brought ahout through the gallant and the
unexpeeted resistance of the very colony
which was regarded by its invaders as likely
to prove an easy conquest, in conseyuence,
more particalarly, of the disloyalty to the
British Crown vainly imagined to Iwk in
its heart. That very colony which, to the
war-party in Congress, was the ohject of
cupidity, and hy a ¢ strong delusion”
afforded them their highest hopes of suceess,
beeame largely instrumental to their dis-
comfiture. 'This looks like a judicial dis-
appointment of schemes not mevely visionary
and inconsiderate ; hut—what is far worse—
violent and unjust.

The War Declared
simultancousiywith the
Invasion of Russia.

Six days after the de-
claration of war hy the
United  S{ates, Buona-
parte passed the Niemen, with the vast and

brilliant armament whieh, in the purposo of
its imperial leader, was to Dbring down
Russia as low as the rest of the Continent
but was destined, in the designs of Provi-
denee, to afford in modern history, & parallel
to Pharoah and Sennacherib.  Ilad the
United States awaited the issue of that expe-
dition it is possible that their war against
(ireat Britain would not have heen declared.
Fven if the flames of Moscow had proved as
incffectual as the woes of Spain to exaspe-
vate them against the scourge and the
oppressor of Europe, still destruction, in ono
campaign of half a million of his veterans,
was too evident and too serious a blow to his
military strength, not to impair the prestige
of Wiz alliance, and to shake that faith in
his destiny which may have extended from '
iurope to his Transatlantic allies; for in
that false position owm Anglo-Saxon brethen
had, on the 18th June, 1812, unhappily
placed themselves. A little more patienco
on the part of the United States would have
set all right, without war, which remedied
nothing, and produced no secttlement but
what would have heen made, had peace con-
Unued, two years hefore ; and that on terms
mare explicit and more advantageons to the
Republic than the treasy of Ghent, which
closed  the unprofitable contest.  Their
troubies were the troubles of the ages
caused by the convulsion and the disorga-
nization of the civilized world, not by any
ill will harboured by Great Britain against
them. Tyrants aimiag at universal dominion
camot send their whirlwinds of men and
steel over the carth without causing general
suffering—and the United States suffered.
With the breaking of the oppressor’s rod,
their sufferings would have ceased.  The
tide of TFrench invasion once driven hack,
the ancient landmarks would have re-
appeared ; the rights of nations, the renewal
of intercourse, the revival of commerce
cverything, in shurt, worth contending for
wounld have followed the fall of Buonaparte,
since it was by his conquests and decrees
wlone that the ovder and the happiness of
ihe world had heen interrupted. "Uhe United
States, by throwing themselves into the con-
test,, only delayed that happy consumma-
tion.



