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aays she does îlot want the gods tu kfiow
that lie is a boy, for fear tliey will take
lii froîîî lier.

Tho girls havé very dirty faces and
rings iii thoir ears, whichi froua tie tQp to
tie lobe aire pierced witî lioles as large as
naul lioles. Soîne of thei have rings as
large around as a twenty-five cent pieco
iii tlîeir noseat, ()ne îiostril being pierc'ed to,
recieve it. Tiîey have thain c)audas
wrap1)ed around theïr bodies, 'through
ilîich the skiai cati he distiictly seen this
cool iiorîiig, in Žoveiîîber. No woiîdor
tliat aulne of tiiexu have bad colds. Onie
little girl lias a particularly dirty face;
lier iother lias just died, and Bile inuat,
itot be washied for! tliree days. Tlioy are
ail briglit chiîdren, and tliey say their
Iessoîîs wel but iL is tinme for tayjfin. or
lutîcleon, anid we înust liasten homie.
Perliaps 1 ivill cail for y'(it tu, drive
anotiier day.

Your friend,
MARY B. MýL7TUliHMOlRE.

SOME CI!INESE CUSTOMS AND BE-
LIEFS.

]IY MM$. C. F. PECK, 0F PA.KG HA ,
1 ciN.q4

A fcw days aigu 1 learrîed of a custoîn,
constantly obsérved liere, lut whill 1
nu--ver before clianced to hear about. My
littie son anîd 1 were out walkiîig, and we
îîoticed alinost ail (if the tlîreshing-tIaîors
liad large rings drawn on tlîein, with a
brick in the ceuîter of each circle, 50 1 ask-
ed wlîat it mîeant. The eveîiing, before a
certain féast-day cadi farnier draws 0o1 his
thiresh iig. flour circles as large aaîd ais
mny as lie hlihes tu have stacks of girain
ini the fall. i Lte cmiter of each lie
draws the chuaîacter for ten, t, whiclî
marks it as surely lus, and puts a brick
on it to prevent the gr'ainî beiîîg blown
away. If that Jiay la pleasant there will
8uro-ly be a good lîarvest ; at ieast, that la
whiattiiey believe. Naturally each threshi-
ing-ftuor tlîat was mîarked at ail had as
îîîany large circles as it could accoinuol-
date.

A day or two ago 1 hîeard a.other

absurd thiuîg tat is coniniuonly beiieved.
A %vomîaii, who in inore inîtelligent tiîau,
the ý,reat niujority, asked îîîe if wve liad
crows iii A.nierica. 1 atiawered ýhlat we
did in seule localities, but I hmd neyer
seezi any, " Do you have hall ?" she ask-
cd. &4 Oh, yes." " %Vell, of course,
theu youhlaee crows." 1 failed to sec
any coniiection between bail and crowe, so
1 askcd lier iîow she knew. Wîth ail ex-
pressionr of sur'prise, ais tiiough eshe rather
pitied my ignorance, shle proceeded to
exîtiain tlîat the ire %vas o11 or îîeaur the
sky, and as the crows flew along they
knocked pieces dowxî, whicli woea aill].
She believed this no firnily that, havingC
iiad experieaice befure in trying to correct
soune of lier inistakeu ideas, 1 contented
anyself, since this notion involved -nu inor-
ul wroîxg, by saying 1 did.not beliuve thait
was the cause of lil.

I ofteai arn nmade to reahive liow miuch
we gainu froni our religion that 110 false
religion eau give, and wish we could have
ail the tiniie a true souise of iLs worthi. It
certaiuily ivould maake us miore anxious to
gîve it, anad thieblessiiîgs itbrinigs, to others.
lIn talking, once to a ruooîi full of wonien
wiio beloîiged Lu the best sect I have ever
lîcard of aniong the Chinese, who worshilp
îîo idols, burit nu paper fur the deaîd,
auîd have custonîs ver> similar to sonie of
ourS, cspecially one nearly the sanie er
prayer, and coixinuniîig with Lau Tien
Ych-' 'Venierable OMie iii Heaveni"-
whîoîi alonxe tliey wvorship, I asked une of
thiese wonîen lu what they trusted wiicu
tliey prayed for forgiveness for sin. "Tu
the grace and love of Lao Tienu Yehi."
"And wiiere do you belie-ve the soul goca
after deathi ? " The one whu was answer-
iîîg i looked ve-y sad as sile saîd, 1' Wae
do nuL, know ; we know nothing about
iL." Tîte saine day aîîotiîer woanail,
whîon I asked if licathen neyer expected
te see again thiose whoin they hiad loved
auîd wlîo haid died, said in rephy, "Onl11y
in dreanis, that is the ony hope.". Thexi
1 thîought of pur certain kiowledge of
a beautiful honie waitiig, us, each and
ail, if we but serve the Lord liere. How
1 wishied ail thiese woinen would but


