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THRE MIRNRIRG AOT,

',‘ RB. MoLEAN, who appears 10 bo well inforred on
i tho sudjeot, gives the foliowing particulars of
mining Inws in the old gold-bearing countries. to &
Turonto paper  He (s ~f opiniap that the Act recont
Iy tntrodaced by the Commissioner of Crotvn Lands,
s not open to tho censure cast upon it, and that 18 will
tond to develup the miners) rescurces of the Irovince

Jo B— —— v, 8 goid miner 12 sears in Austraba
1one year o1 this timo in Now Zea andy  Thero ¢ ov
ernment issun Miners' Rights for ono pound stg  This
for his own protection the miner registers, paying one
shiliing stg for ¢o doing

In slluvial digringa tho sizo of clairos s GO feet
squara tor two men, 120 feet by €0 teet tor four men
T?-Is is fer dry sinking  For wet sluking, whero tha
shaft requirrs to bo timbered, eighity feet aqnarp aro
allowed for o men, four claims can amalgamate

in quartz o0 feot por mAan atong the lead by 200 feet,
tncluding an dipe, spurs and angles, and any number
up to ten men can furin & cumpany to take ur a lead
amongst them. River minleg (in Now Zealand) 50
{ret along tho stream are allowcd to e~ h man, from
high water mark to the centro of the atream

A claim unoccupied for twenty tonr hours { without
sufficient reason can bc shown, is liable to be taken
posuression of ipnmped: by any one

Two feet of wall to L lefl in a1l car 08 betweon ¢'aima

Porscasion of claimm & ken b driving & post st ¢ach
coruer of cisim, and & n. L_e posted conspicRous'y un
clam, stnting namo of each ehareh 1dir and descrip-
uon of ¢laim. Government appuints & Minidg com-
m’lsaloncr or registrar, and & surveyor for each dis
trict.

An export duty of 2s 6d stg per oz. {s charged on all
gull‘:t:‘oi‘lpm ted

‘s mined four years in British Columbla
Mining laos there aro very similar to Aaustralia, 109
fect »quare allowed ip alluvial d.ggings, a Li'l claim
has 100 fect front. and extends to tho summit of tho
mountain, can bw pumped 3f unoccupied for three
dase. Regiustering a claim was §2 bu fur cach member
of & company, which is pald yearly

Kt H——n was four yenra a minet 1o California, an
aiuvial clam was 10 feet reckoned frum centro of
stresm or guich, Any numbor of meu may furm a
company Claims mast bo registered within three
days atier takiog them up—lu dass wuik dune within
SU anys, wurk tu be conmmenced within 1y days after
discovery Ao qaartz a caim 8 1.6 icet alung the lead
and inciaagng all dips, spura, and angies, the same
mode of registrauiun of ciaim 83 in ulmla{ diggings,
and eame terms 88 to work and vecupntivn of claim
A dircuvery of claim entules the miner to a dvuble
allowance aiong the lead or stream. There Is a
goverument tax of onc-half per cent. on the value of
all bullivn, All the winers’ improvementa aro taxed,

Vo € 1apd Wm. C———1\ mined for five and
a half years un Idabu  Tho diggu.gs are known as
Hi), Gulch and Bar. A hill clalm §4 200 ter t running
to summit, a gulch claim 200 feet along the stream
1rom bank to bank—bar diggings 200 feet front by 300
feet decp In quartz a claim {s 200 feet along tho
ledzo by 100 across it A discovery claim was donble
theso quantities. Clsims had to bo staked out, &
nulice posted up and the claim reos rded within ton
days from discovery A Goverpment rato of } por
cent 18 levied on all minerai assayed, and ail improve.

{ tsovorument and n order (o the coliection of tiac |
| rate auch ores will alwavs of necess'ty require to Lo

1

foor Man s Mine 10 idaho, aspecial peigut fur euch
oxportation had to bo obtained from \Yashiogton.
The regulation will probably lesn heavily on somo
parties who havre made arrangementa fur exporting,
and no doubt it will bo a matter for careful considers
ation to the Government how to avoid doing injustico
to todividua) righta whilo scting far the general good
But it does seem to mo that sound potioy will dictato
that the richer ores should pav s royalty to the

erusied and the motals oxtracted or amaligamated 1
thoe country

THE COPPRR MARKET
\From the Boslon Advertiser )

\VE havo receivod Vivian, Youoger & Bond's Re-
viow of the Copper Market for 1867, which con.

| tatns much valuadle statistical tnformation, with ro-
mArks upon tho past and present condition of thomar-
ket, and its future prusprcis.  The past year has beon
opo of dissppointment, and & sclapso juto decper
gloom hias succeedod every improvement {n value, and
and in London the {c:r closed with Chili bary at teast
£1u per ton below the ruisng price tho last of tho year
provious  Ihe most prominent causes contributing to
i this rcsult bave been the 12rgoexpprts from ¢ bus saod
{ the general decresso to consumpilon which to Giiest
| Britain alone has been 16.000 tons  This decreaso ap-
plios, however, only to the copper imported, the reat
decrearc of consumptivn being estimated at about 6 000
tons, the balance being accounted for by the old cop-
per anu +tal thrown on the market, and in tho re-
ductton v erucitors and manutacturers stocks, who,
under tho adverso circumstances which have prevailed,
.have not been inciined to carry their usual stocks
The increasing exportirom LChiltof ingotand bar co:
r has scriously affected tho business of smelttng in
ogland Of the copper produce exported from
C'hyn, bar andingot bearstha proporiton of 68 8-10 per
cunt tn 1667, against 31 per cent in 1862, while the ex.
ports ot ores have been but 8 61U per cent 1n 1867,
agsinat 23 2-10 tn 1862. 1ho exports of fino conper to
i$ritiab India 18sE vear jargely tncreased, showing an
excess of Y000 tona, but to other countriss thrro Lizs
boen a faltsng off of 1.060 tous
in regard to the prospec's of the copper trade for
1768 it 13 thought that the production wilt not tal off
gud that consumption with exports 18 hardly hikely to
} tocresss matorially
‘I'be review concludes a8 1010WS
1t woutd. therefore, appear that a reductton 1n the
value of copper to tho cxient of £1u ‘)er ton has taken
place 1o 1867 in consequence of full production, re.
stricted bomo consumption, aud tho want of confl-
dence in the metal, wh ch has induced smelters and
others to reduce tuelr own stocks 1nstead of buyiog
agalnst eales avd 8o replenishing them. Looking at
all the circumstapces, it wonld seem falr to preeume
that the Jow point we have now reached can hardly
bo exceeded in aun adverse direction, althongh with
slight variations 1t may poastbly still oxist for a con-
alderable timo Ov theother band, soover or 1ater an
fmportant reaction may ba fairly aoticipated, bocause
as soon as the general trade of tho country revives and

ment» & ¢ taxed. Foreign miners holding claims have
t. pay atax ot fivedollarsperm 1, while mining
No ore is allowed to be exported

Parties wishing to take up lands for agricultura)
purposes are allowed to do 60 ata cortain rate per
acre (generally at s dol ar to a dollar sngd a quarter
per gcret subj to any mining ciaims thut may deo
found. the msoer being required to pay the farmer for
an‘y damage be may do 1n carrying on bis operations.

t will be seen by the above statements that a course
very similar to thatgroposed iu tho Act just passed by
the Farliament of Ootario e folivwed in what 1 may
cail the old mining countries. and the gen lemen whose
sratements X 0ave quoted du Lul RESHRTO tu express
their beliet that 8o soon as 1t is known that minerscan
acquire rights by discovery snn occupation there wiil
be a ruxh ut minersand practicas men into the ¢ unlry,
WNO Wikl eXplure every Joud of L O S0DR AIBIFICs an
gvon as they are deciared vpen by the Goverament.
cannot but think that thero ia far more Probnbmly ot
the miberal weaith ot the Province being developed
by the propused pi°0 ol ailuwWing the community to
acquire minag nﬁ bv actuaj discovery and labur
tban there would be it the Goevernment were to wffer
these lands t. r e8ie €D bloc the probabinty belnfz,
tliat were sales 0 made the most valuable lands v suld
bo boughbt ap and hetd for purpuses of speculation by
jcumparatively a few] wonied men, and the develo
ment of the miveral weaith of the cvaniry wouid
retarded tor years, ahereas tbo plan propused by the
goveroment, (o the opiniun ot pracucal mioers, Wi
cause an immediate influx of minivg population, and
{f the country is anything .Ike as rich as is reported, a
doveluproent of its aunerai wWealth to an inmense
axtent within the course of a sery short tme avd tna
monner that will bLe becefloial put merely ro the
weaithy specalaior, bt to e whole mass of the
community. M

1 do uvot pretsnd to eav that the bill-is altogether
what 1t shonrd bo the yuestion of the royalry wii
have tu be very carcfuil considered As at pesept
nxed 1t Wi gobabiy be fuuud tuo bLigh, Lut if I
uuderstuud the L ommissiensr f Crown Laonds artght.
‘e prerent act i3 merely en enabling one. and be
1ntends to mako euch amendments as ex ence may
dictare. Asit1a the lowess rate ia prubably equivalent
19 sietax o taitiornia aod 1dauoe. @ bere tho impost
is 4 per ceut.on buliton, and & tax on all improve-
meats,

Another qucstion arises as to tho export of ore.
f0o guverpment ol the LoIlcd dLlates win LUl 8@
€010 BU0 SLVer OFEY W Vb eApPwiied &Ad :. D CRITIEY
tu Wiv drieiil, Lwal Ghov L Rgs Aesifed o o8LY &
¢peqmen o1 st 1o tue farts EaLibiton (rum the

1 ' {ear This opinton 18 strengihiened by & reforence to

confld Degins to be felt 1n the article, all inte est.
ed sn copper wiit be dcsirous of shiaring the expected
improvement, and will want to do the samo thing at
the same time. lho smeliers and manufacturers for
tnstance, would doubtless endeavour to replace thetr
diminished holdings which they could only do upon
our calculation, by buying balf the existing stocks in
Liverpool and Swansea  Specula ors too at that

prat, would appear o the warket, aad emelterswould !

not sell. Tho French houees, likewise, seeing any

ﬁggd ground for believing in aun upward turn, would
i ome stroug boyers in Liverpool, and theso circum-
] stances reacting the one upon tho other, would surely

wrodues @ enmplete chaoge in the aspect of the mar-
! {mt It is however impossidle to Judge bow long
1 this result may bo delayed, but we {ncline to the opin-
| wwhilat there séemy to b more probability of tho re

iop that we caD scarcely eee Inwer prices doring 1868,
{ covery of at least the greater part of the value lost last

|

COTTON MARKET AND THE COTTON CROP,
(From the New York Iferald.)

B E cxiraordinary risoin tho price of American cot.

ton within a short poriod shows two thinge— first,
that cotton sprculators had msado ingorrect ¢alena.
tions as to the crap.: and accond, that with alt the

oflurts al Dritlsh and vther manufacinrers to do wih.
out oF to subatitute romethiog clre ‘or the long atagle
article of tbiacountry, they must hate It and cannot
get along without it. Wo eco now that the real or
protendec eatimates of the amount of 1ast year's crop
were too bhigh. though the cotton epeculators and
marufactor.rs wero enabled, undor thoso false esti.
mates to bring the prica down to ten conts a peund,
and even lower. The planters of tho South generally
swere in such pmselnf ueed of money that thoy were
compelled to aoll at this low and unremunerative rata
Still, thosa who gould afford to hold their cotton back
from the market did not eell, and it is belleved thesq
1s & considerable amount yet in the hands of tho »
ers or parties in_tho interior of tho Southern ° of ¥
Tholatest nows from Texasshows that a largor  .uns,
and much moro than was expectod, is now coming ant
of that siato ander the stimalation of higher prices,
now ranging from twenty-two to twenty-rovon centa
{)-r pound.  Looking, however, to tho necossities of
he cutton manufacturers everywhere for our iong
staplo ariicle, it is oot likely tho piico will go down
mauch, urless thero should be 3 bottor snd an unosuauy
good prospect ot a crup the present sear.

VY bat, then, aro tho prospects for tho prosont year’
It is rather too early to form a correct {dea, thuugh
preparations for planting have commonced in the most
southern part of the cotton region. Asa goneral thing,
the necessitics of tho planters and of the negrolabdorers
will stimulato exertions to raise a large crop. Tlo sira
in the prico Iately, and the fact now demonstrated
that the manufacturors of the sworld cannot do twv.in.
out a considerable quantity of the American cotton,
will have & similar effect i stimulating production
\\ @ learn, too, from Texas and somapart- of tho Soutd,
particularly from l'exss, that tho prospect of & (arge
crop tho proscnt gear is vory good. This, howerer, 13
not genezal, and is not, probably, with regard to ihe
northern ticr of the cotton States, for in these latter
the peop!o aro turniog their attention more to -ho cur.
tivation of cercals. But with all the drawbacks wo
cotton cultore. as tho disorganized state of 1abor, tno

ojricas condition ot tho Solith, and the dv-heanening

uture of the Southern whites, we stiil think that aui
2 favourzbio reazoDd a good crop will bo prodnc~d sng
that, too, with a rcazonableexpect.tion of 8 remMunera.
tive price. Therearenot lkely to Lo hereafter such ex-
treme flactuatious in the market as have been ex-
porienced with tho crop of 1867. Tho planters ought
to ba encouraged to work, thercfore, and the specala.
tors shonld bo warned agalnst unduly bullyine or
bearing the market, either upon the basis of the crup
on hand ot upon that about to Le planted.

MERETIRG OF CHICAGO GRAIN SHIPPERS
(From the Chicago Republican, March 12.)

MEETING very important in puorport to grain
shippers and captaina ot vessels took place ges-
terdny aftornoon at the Chamber of Commerce A
call for the meeting was made at tho morning session
of tho members of the Board of Trade, the announce.
mentagpoaringbl: the shape of a written notitication
on tha bullotia board.
At half past threo o clock a nomber ot shippers auc
oargtalns eing present, the meeting was called w

order.
R. McChesney, Esq , was e¢lected Chalrman, and E.
B Stovens, Esq  Secretary

The Chairman briely stated the object of the meet
ing, and éa1d that tho purpose for which thoy &vre
askembled was to take such steps as shall fn future
ourure the specific performanre by captains of vessels
01 contracts on bitls of iading. or, in other words, w
compel captaios to deliver the full measaro of freich.
called for on such bills  Oflate a great des! of troub.e
has been caused-to ehippers by the neglect of those
tranaporting (reight from one potot to Andther
and the re.asal of captat 8 in cases where the actoa

he prices of the past Y0 years from which it appears
tuat the extreme vaiues of Enghish tough have bren
£70 and £200 per ton  The former rate was current in
1782 when money represented 8 mu , larger an,ount
ot labor &o than i1 dues suw, the latter extsted tn
1808. when there was, howover, 8 depreciation tn our
currency ¥rom our anuexed tablew it will be seen
tuat the vaiue ot-Kngish tough cake ob tho 1st tost |
was £74 the lowest guolation doring the psast year }
baving been £73 though quite 1gtely ithat 18 i the |
vew yearia stil) lower tigure 1 £72) has been ace~pted !
fuor ono or two smait lots tor cash

As wo write, however, 8 somewbhat firmer tone ts ap-
parent. owing to nows just to heavd from Chtli of
moderate charters, and to tho opinion thero reeming
at last to tavor soe emal) curtatiment af exports as &
consequence of the verv unfavorable advices irown this.
side, the effect of which was being beightened by 8d- |
vancing freiglits and a riring exchange

The cvera%e price ot tough cake was lower (p 1887
thanp for the last eigliteon years  Ihe toliowingsn ws |
the average prices —1860 £80 1RA1 £85 1852 €98
1853, £114. 1858 2126 1856 £128 1858, £119. 1857 |
1124 1868, £108; 185Y £108 180 £106. 1861 289, |
1842, £97 1863 £93 16862 110] 1865 £92 180 £S8
1867. £78 The highest prico tor tough cako in 1867 |
vras £84 and the lowest £33

From Michigan, it is announced that the buffalo. l.

eubv orup’ (I3 yeas- Wl bo saiy
gatbered  Mearly au praune fars Wi ve suppued (o,
| OwhuBl UALLILEY (Ba0 weuins, oliv VBlL oy vl £UEB |
and mink showivg an (Dorgass, '

Gaii hat ososily |, close vigifanca w

delivery of grain fell short of the qoantity siguea fur
and specifled on the bils, to make good to tha con
stgnee such defictency The shipper is held epnrerr
responsible, and jn the present statc of things, the .
captain only signs, practicaily, for more T less |
fnstead of, as ebould be the caza ‘a specified guapnry
Mmf openfngs thus exist whereby sfifppers mav e
victimized Of late severu! captalus have refused 0
make goud deficits atluded to, which has given rie to
numerous lawsaits. At the gresom time many exten
&ivy grain shippors who have forwarded certain
amounts of graip to pointa of destination, have been
notitied by ocrnsignees that the fretght fell short of rhe
3nnnmy billed, and btave been roquested to pay the
iforence. Haviog refused to comsply with the drmaod
and tha captajus having-niso declined to- be beld re-
sponmble for tho shustdomings, the merchsots hare
been sued As msuny 88 nine or ten suits of this clan
are pcoding It has been decided in Ubited htates
Courts that, provided tho captain and crew cao prove
that thoe katches have not been- taken off Lotwery e
poiots of cmbarkation and destination, the sbipper
sball’'bo compelled to soitle for any defictenvy in e
consirument, It was theroforo nécegsary thar legal
mezsyres should-ba taken fn behalf of the shippers
interest. duch & step would huve:tho effoct vot of
workiop exclusivelyio behslfof tho shippor’sinterest,
but would aiso, b:;lcxusin 2 captaing of versels to exert
en tho. grasn: was Defng taden 93
‘voard. during tho voyage, and ‘whon the pruwes o
atwadiog was in vfm‘m' cagure prutection w del
to the captain,  With thezo facta in viow the meeury



