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effects. Tie mme word is rendered "good"

in ch%. 1 :6.b
V. 22. Fer I we a o.hamed to rt-quire.

aolier8. It pla undering te ur cara-
vansfro plndeingArabe b.y an armed

eecort (Nehi. 2: 9). Ezra'@ caravan carrid
mucli wealth and -would, therefore, be a
special object of attack (8: 25-27). But he
bad profemed his faith in God as the pro-
tector of Hiaspeople and would not, by accept-
ing an eeoort, give the heathen cause to think
it was only an idie bou~t. He, therefore, re-
sol ved te throw himself upon God's protec-
tion by fasting and prà)yer.

V. 23. He tiaa entreied of us. God
gave the protection Prayed for, and thie four
mohsh' journey was finished ini safety (S:

f.The Trumt, 24-80.
V. 24. Then I&-par.*ed twelîe of the ehif Ofithe

priesta; te taire charge of the treasure until
safely depoaited in the Temple (7: 15, 16).

V. 25. And uyighed utrno them the rilrr and

estimated at from four-to eighteen Limes the~
value of the silver talent.

V. 27. À thousand dram.. The dram, or
daric, waa worth about $5.00. Yaàe -opper
pre*-u a8 gold ; probably some rare alloy of
copper. Rev. Ver. givee " bright'bras. "

*The -whole formed an immense treasure;
variously estimated at from two te five nail-
lions of dollars in value.

Vs. 28, 29. Huly iinto the Lord; consecrat-
ed, set apart for the service of God. A free-
will offering; a vplun.ary contribution to-
wards the Temple fund (7: 15). It was te aid
God's cause, and was therefore an offerizig
to God. Waich ye and ke-p hem. They were te.
guard th«rtreastire zealously until it wua dt-

i vered to the officials at the Temple. In tht'
chainber8 ; rooîîîs on each side of the maiun
building set apart for the residence of thé-
priests (1 King@ 6: 5) and aiso for more rootnîs
(Neh. 13:- 5).

III. The Journey, 81, 82.

the gold. The poverty-stricken colony at IV. 31. On the twlflh, day of the firal moth ;
Jeruaemn could afford Etra but little heîp Ithe month Nisan, correspoîîdin,î with the
financialîy. Many of themn were hopelemIlv latter part of March and the first port of
in debt, and had sunk inth a "tte of serfdom April. There were more than 5,000 people
to the richer nobles ('Neh. 5 :3-5). The king a.nd a great many baggage animals. 77 ie hand
came te his aid with a subscription of gold' of our Gud m<u upon tu. 'Again and agamn
and silver (7 :*15), a present of gold and ail- these words are used. See 7 : 6; 8: 22. The%
ver vesIeo for the Temple (8 : 26> and a eu-show how meal God wue to. Ezra. " is aosacription throughout the empire* (7 :16). though lie tekt Zh reviving *touch' of thooe
This tremsure wus now weighed out to the'invisible fingers at every stage of the our-
appointed treasurers The offeritig of th,, ney."y (.Manly.) 11,om the hand of the
houma of our God. It was te beautify the mnmY ; from the Bedouins of the desert.
temple that the king provided the nioney IThe forai of divine deliverance is not stated.
(7: 27). I t rnay have been in preventing the çneny,

V. 26. &ïx hundred and Mit taif* of #il fr;)m making an attack, oc in enabliàig ILzr
ver. The uilver talent wua worth about $1,.. 40 lepel the attacke mnade upon them.
600. The.whole amount would therefore be V. 32. And we came go Jersakm. The
worth more than a nàllion dollars. lUver journey occupied rour mônth (7: 9) At
wmels an hundred taient ; that is worth .an Jerumlem Ezra reeted three day. before pro-
hundred talenta, about $160,000. Of gold an ceeding to carrY out his greait work of refonn
huntdredl talen&M. Ille gold talent is variously as the Governor o £àý
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Then Iprodaimd a fast. .. to mke of hum prosperous ending te it. It took a little time,
a righ*a", v. 1. Well beim in halfdone. of courue; juot ait takes time to pay iin
So declare. "h old proverb; and when we one,@ room, or te have family woruhip.
read of Ezra and the people Sekinlg GOd at But such. time in well speMi It ie nO Wmpte.
t"s Mt" et tiseir )ourney, we feel sure of a Another well-worn proverb, mys iba
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