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I(any have corne proclaiming that they had thc
ove secet that satisficdl, and alwsys men are
îeady lobeled astray, so thirsty are tbey. But

above ail the (aise prophets there stands thisý
prophet, Testas, and makes proclamation of the
vater that quenches the thirat of men's craving
spirits once and forever.

11«Sir, j*.w me ikis water, thac 1 9,Urt onoi,
asitâcr com ai/! Me way AtiMer to draw, " v. 15
There are few more pathetîc statements to be
found in the Bible or out of it, than this pnor
womanas ary. She knew that the stranger wÀs
spéakiag of sontething other than natural vater,
that satiafiea the thirit of the body ; but she still
use the figure. She had drunk deeply of earth's
pleasures, and had found the stres but rnuddy,
and nov she craved with great desite the water
that votld satisly.

As we study this bsc.n to-day, lot us forget,
for the moment, the Samaritai wornan by the
well, and realise that Christ la bpeaking to us,
even as He spoke te ber. He la ready te, beatow
upon us the gift thst is beyond price. It matters
not what the figure may be under which He pre-
sentsait. There is no better expression of what it
is than « 6This is.- life eternal, to know God, and
Jesus Christ, whoa He bas sent.» (Sce John
17 : 3.) \We rnay, like this poor woman, bave
been ofl'enders againat the' laws of human society,
or we rnay be perfectly reputable in charadter,
but, whatever our reputation among men, we
cannot kaow peace unlesa it cornes to us through
Jesus Christ, wbo is the manifestation of God, and
wvho bestows eternal lile, and se briags God's peace
within our moula.

TOPICS FOR BRIEF PAPEBS
(To b. assigacd the Sabbath previous. OnIy one topic should be given to esch Scholar. *Some.

times &Il mna be asked to take the me topic. The papers to be sead out ia the clas.>
r.The enity between Jews and Samaritans, boy it arome, and to wbat Ieagtha it vas

catiried.
2. Oýutiae the wbole storY, Ys. 5-42.
3. Christ's cure for thirst.
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