The law of Thy mouth is better than gold.—Psalm cxix. 72.

[For OUR MissioN.]

“The Devil Has no Happy Old Men.”

By M. D. Scort.

N a recent number of **Our Mission” 1 read
the anecdote, with the above heading. The
story impressed me forcibly, and the result was,

I put it into verse, and now send it to you  The Lord
may cause it to strike even more deeply than the
prose article. M. D. S

An aged man his way was wending,
Onc evening to the p'ace of prayer,

His form 'ncath the weight of years was bending,
And yet his brow bore no trace of care.

His hoary locks in the breeze were blowing,

His cheeks were furrowcd, his eyes were dim.
Still much of the joy of life was showing,

He sang, as he went, a dear old hymn.

“ Why should you be so happy, aged friend ?”
Another asked, who was passing by.

May the Lord His gracious message send,
To you who read the old man’s prompt reply.

Words of richness and swectness there they stand,
(Oh ! the depth of meaning in his words,

And the glorious beauty, great and grand),
Mark them well, * Becanuse I am the Lord s.”

“ Are none others thus happy >’ No. not one.
“Sad and solemn is the truth I tell

‘“ None others are hapyy under the sun,
“ And of this they know therr zlves full well.

‘“ No man of seventy-five, but can tell,
*If he be /7uly happy orno;

' Only with God does true happiness dweil,
** In heaven above, or earth below,

¢ None other happy ones arc to be round,
** None can gainsay. or my words condemn ;
** So wing them forth to earth’s remotest bound,
** The Dewtl has no hapipy old men.”

“The Drunkard’s Grand March.”

Riv. San Jonis,

“O'LT'I‘ they march—6o,0c0 of them a year—into

drunkards' graves.  Sto Louis has 1,800 bar

rooms ; Chicago and Cincinnatti, 3,000 cach.
Cincinnatti, with its 3,000 bar 1ooms, can alune make
6,000 drunkards—that wouid b only twenty to the
bar-room.  The old dug died drunk, but they say he
died of apopleay, heart discase. or sumcthing of that
sort. ‘They always lie about it. Nobody can say he
died drunk. They will hatch up a ‘sun-stroke’ if
they can't find aunything more plausible—that is, if
he has any family. You can tell absolutely nothing
from the statistics.  But you know what that barroom
is—it is the recording office of hell ! and is sustained
by the voice of the community. Sixty thousand go

down into drunkards’ graves this year. ‘They go into
your faniily for recruits to keep the ranks of this army
of drunkards full. Your John, William or Henry
they inveigle into it.

“If men will make and sell and drink whisky let
them hide and skulk in the mountains, and let it be
known that every man involved in the infamous busi-
ness is a criminal. You say, “We will defend you ;
our laws defend you and sustain you in all you say.”
Now, this is the very question. Your laws forbid
whisky men selling liquor to minors. That is a lick
at the whisky business. Your license laws forbid sel-

ling liquer on election days : that is an abridgment of |

the business. Ther: is a snake: it is biting the race:
you believe in hitting it on the tail or body. I
don't; 1 think you ought to cut its head off : 1 don’t
care anything about its tail. If I have a right to
strike ‘ts tail, I will strike it hard, and I will strike to
kill. I want to locate its head and cut it off for
ever. . . .

Now.
l ISTEN to three important Mozss mentioned

in the Bible, and may you hear and obey be-
fore it be too late!

The first is—*“God Now commandeth all men
everywhere torepent.” (Acts 17: 20.) He is saying
to you zow, “Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways ;
for why will ye die?” (Ezek. 23: 11.)

The second 7oz is tiis—*“Come Now, and let us
reason together, saith the Iord : Though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” (Isa. 1:
18.) Yes; God is willing to forgive them all just nozw,
if you will only “repent and believe the Gospel.”
(Mark 1:15.)

‘I'he third #oz. Oh'! if we could take this to the
lest—to those who have passed away in their sins—
how gladly would #4ey receive it! But it is nhot for
them; their »ow has gone for ever. It is for you.
“ Now is the accepted time, behold, Now is the day
of salvation.” (2 Cor. 6: 1.) O take salvation at
Christ’s hands nore ! He is ready to save you. “Him
that cometh to Me,” He says, “I will in no wise
cast out.” (John 6: 37.) These are His own pre-
cious words. Will you not come ?

Ounce night we besought an ungodly woman to con-
sider the importance of these things. She put them
off, as so many  perhaps yox among them—-are doing.
Although in apparent health, she died suddenly not
many hours after.  Her opportunity was lost for ever !
* How shall we escape, if wwe negiect so great salva-
tion? (Heb. 2: 3) To-day—this moment—is
yours ; to-morrow may never come to yov. God
says, Now is the time,

O deny, as Peter did, is bad; but not to weep
bitterly, as he did, when we have denied, is
worse.—LPayson.
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