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T %vais anl aid Manx custont tat aot Christ-
nias Eve lte cliurcit siîould be given up
ta lte people for tce siîîgiîtg ai their
native curais, or carvals. Tîte curiauis

service %vas knawn us Qiel Verree (lthe Eve
ai Mary), and aI every sucît service for lte
last twciîty years Hanîmy-beg, lthe gardener,
and Mr. James Quirk, te sciîoolîîîuster, iiact
officiaîed as singers in te strauige Manx rit-
ual. Great had ittîerta beeîî the rivalry
between tiiese musical celebrities, but wvard
bad gone round the tawni ltat ut length tîteir
efforts were ta be coîtbined in a carai whiiciî
tey wvere ta siîtg together. Dan, the rogue

of tue village, had effected titis e\lraordinary
-combinulian ai talent by a plat wviiclt wvas
expected to add largeiy ta the antusemtent of
lte listeners.

Hoiîtnîy-beg could nal read a syllable,
yet lie tiever %vauld sing lus carai wihitu
havitîg te printed copy oi il in lus hattd.
-0f course Mr. Quirk, te chaointuster, could
read, but, as wve liave seen, he resembicd
Hammy-beg iii being almiost stoite deai.
Each could litar iisclf sing, but uteititer
could hiear autother.

Autd îow for lthe plot: Master Dant cailcd
on te gardetier utt bis cottage on the Brewv
an the mamning ai the day befare Chrisîntas
Day, and I' Hommy," said lie, '' it's morîtal
stratîge tue wvay a man ofiyour comman sense
catî't sec that you'd wvallop that squeaking
ould Jeutîn Quirk in a jiffy if youi'd oni, can-
sent ta sint- a baiiad aloîug ai luint. Biess
me, in.-l aiive, it's tiier th'iy'd bc sccitîg
whiit a wveak, otild cracked pal ai a vaîce is
in ltim."

Homnty-beg's face began ta wvear a snîiile
ai beîîovceeît candescetîsian. Observiîîg lus
advantage, the youtig rascal continucd: " «Do
il ut: rte Oiel Vcrrec to-niglut, Homîuty. He'i
sîîîg bis trebie, aitd you'll siuîg seconds ta
hint. "

It wvas ait uîtlucky remark. Tîte gar-
detier irowtited austereiy. " Me sitgsccoîîds
ta lte craytîur ? 'No, iiever!

Dan explaisied ta liommiy-beg, witha
wvorid ai abject apologies, that tiiere wvas a
sense in %vilicit seconds meant firsts, and at
lenghtheu gardener wvas molified, autd -con--
sented ta the proposai.

Tien 'Master Daîtny trotîcd off ta tc
scltaaliise, \',%.iire hc wvas naw nao langer a
scîtolar, and conscquently cnjayed ait aid
boy's privilege of approaclting the niaster on
equai lcrms, aîîd "'Jcnlumy," lie said, Ilit's

r nlortita' straîlge the Nvay a tmant oi your caoit-
mon sense can't sec titat yau'd wvaliap that
squeaking aid Hanumy-bcg in a jiffy if you'd
only consent ta sing a baliad along ai hitti.
Do il ut tue Oiei Verrc ta-niglîl, Jcmnîy,
and, blcss mc ! thiaîs lte wlien titey'll lie

seeing %v'hat a wcak,
- auld crackpat of a1

;ïf Voice is iii the cray-
r thur. '

'te schaolt:naster
fe.ll eveti aui casier prcv
ta the plot thanl the

'F2 gardener hiad becît. A
LE croi as seli2cteci ; it

wvas ta lie the alncienit
1N\.l.uî Carol on the bad
wvomen ntientîaned in
the Bible as; hav'ing

(f'ram Eve dlowtiwardi)
broughit cvii on ian-

kinid.
Nov, 1-Ionîny-beg

agaiist, the %v'alls of his

wvhich was piinned
above the mantlpiece, just under the pendu.
lum of tie dlock wvith the facetious face. It
rcscmibled the other prints iii being wvori,
crtitiplcd, and dirty; but Honimy-beg knewv
il by its position, and lie could disîifnguishl
every otiier carat by its place on lus wvalls.

Danny had somehiow got «a Ilskute " int
titis literary mystery, and aiter arranging
with lthe schoolmaster the carol tîtat %vas to
be sung, lie %vatciîed 1-ionmy-beg out ai lus
cottage, and then wvent inito il unider pretense
ai a. friendly call uipon blind Kerry. Befare
lie leit the cottage lie had takeil down tic
carai tat liad been pinned abov'e thc mnante).
picce, and fixed up another iii place af il
from the opposite side of tue room. Tue
substituted Carol happened, oddiy enougli, ta
bc a second copy af the carol oit 1Bad' Wa-
muen," with this radical différence: The capy
taken froin uinder ritec ock was the version
ai lthe carol iii Englislt, and tite copy put up
wvas the v'ersion. in Manx. Towvard ten o'ciack
titat nighît the church befls began ta ring,
and Hoinîny-beg looked aI the dlock, took
th'e carai from uînder the peztduiunî, put on
bis hest petticoat, and :ent off la clitrch.

Homniy-bcg did nol rea, Il te clixrcli un-
tii the parson 's sermion was alintost over.

Danny 'vas there by titis time, and, witli
a face of migiîty saieninity, lic sat on the
righî of Henlimy-beg.iind liîe*d a candie in bis
ilft land. WVlen everyîting was under-
stand to be ready, and Wiil-as-Thaorsi, the
cierk, lîad taker. bis station inside te coin-
nîninion rail, tce business oi tite Qiel Verrce
beg«ti. First one nian got up and sang a
curai in Englislit; titen another sang a Manx
curai. But te great evcnt of lthe nighit 1vas
ta bc flic carol sung. by ti swvorn etiernies
and rivais. l-onîmy-beg and Mr. James Quirk.

At last the limne came for tiiese worîliies.
Tiîey rose iram te opposite sidcs of Ilte
churcit, eyed ecdi otîter %vitlî severe looks,
stepped ont of tficir pcws, and walked down
the aisie ta the door ai tue porci. TMien
they turnd about in silence, and, standing
side by side, iaced the communion.

The carol lte rivais wove aboîin to sing
containicc somte tlîirty verses. Ir was ain
ancient uisage taI aftcr ecdi verse the caroi
si-igers tak e a long stride taward lthe Coin-
mlutiion. By the tinte lthe Carol ai " Bad
WaVmen "came ta an end lth- carai singers
nmust, thcrefore, beat lite opposite erîd afitie
churcli.

TMiero was :îow a sublime scori printeil
an tic fecatures af M1r. Quirk. As for
l-!omnîy-beg, lie laaked, at titis iast instant,
like a mian wlho veai rallier sorry lthai alter-
wvise for lus rusli adversniry.

IlHowv romantic they're lookiîîg," ivitis-

pered a girl ini the galiery ta the giggliîig
conipanion beside lier.

EXpectatiomi was ait ils ligliest i len
-lotiîiii),-beg tîtrust. his liand iîîto bis p<tcket

mind brouglit out the printed copy oIf tue
Carol. I-lat.%Iiny uîîfolded it, glaîîced aI il
wvitl the air oi a cunductar lakiîîg a filai
look at 11, scor*e, iîtodded his liead ut it as if
iii approvai, antd thelie, witlî a îîiagîtaninious
gesture, litcd it between Itinîsclf and Mr.
Quirk. *rlite scitoohlaster iii tursi glanced at
it, gianced agaili, gianiccd a1 tldtd tinte ut the
paper, antd up iîta the face oIf Halitîiiyi-beg.

Aitxiety %\.ts nlow aot tijîtoc. Il -i usit
U'ye heuar? litusit," whiispercU I)anny iron
lus rew, Il litnsît, mnit, or it's spoiliiig il ail
yau'il he, far sure."'

At the mttent Mielîn Mr. Quirk glanced
itb tie fivce ai 1lanint3'-beg lucre wvas a
siie an titut Coulîîelîance. MNr. Quirk mis-
took titat sittile. H-e initagiîîed lie sa.tv a
trick. Tue scioolimasîer could read, aid lit!
perceived that tie Caroi whlici the gardener
lîeld out ta ii was nol the carol for wlticii
lie lîad been toli, by Master Dautît>, to pre.
pare. Tlîey were, by arrangemntît, ta have
suing the Etigiit versiont af Il BaU WVonen."
Thtis wvas lthe Maîx version, and lliough the
metre w~as lthe saine it was aiways sung ta a
different lutne. Ai ! Mr. Quirk uîîderstood
il ail ! Tîte monster wvunted ta show tat lie,
Jamttes Quirk, scitoolaiaster, cauld oniy siîtg
anc carai;, but. as sure as lus utame %vas
J emnty, lie %void be eveit witiî hini. He
caiîld sing titis MIanx version and lie wvauld.
It wvas nov MNr. Quirk's turn ta sînile.

IAw, look at lteni-tte two of tliîcm-
grininii' tagetiter like a pair ai aid gurgoils
on the steeple !"

At a motiont ai lte gardcîier's liaîd. iii-
tcnded ta beat the tinte, the singers beguit.
Hamnîy-beg sang the curai agreed tipon~-
lthe Etigii version oi Il Bad \Vonien. " Mr.
Quirk sang Ilte curoi titey lield iii their liands
-the Manx versiont of Il Bad \Vonteît."
Neither literd lthe allier, antd to dispel the
bure notian ltat citer wvas singing seconîds
ecd hawied ut tite titliost reach ai lis iung-
power. To anc lune Hommy-beg sang:

Tlhti- front thme davs or Adatu
fier iinisellîcfyoîi nuaty trace.

And ta atitîer «Mr. Quirk sang :
Site W ..Ju a'a voira ais oailley
Soil v'e da- A\dami beit.

Sucli laugliter! Howv the youing wvameui in
thae gaiiery lay back iut Iîir seuls wvitil Iys-
tericai siîrieks ! Iowv lthe yauing feiiaovs in
the body made the sacred edifice rintg wviti

guffaws ! But lthe singers. wit cyes stead.
fastly fixed ai1t Uie palier. iteard stotlitg but
ecdi luis oivni vaice,

Three verses liad hecut suing, antd îiîree
stricies miade îoward lthe comimuniaot, w~lien
sudde:tl- tic laugltter aîîd sliouting of the
peuple ceased. Ail eyes lind turîted towvurd
the porcit. Tiiere the Bishuop stood, with

blaîik aiiue'etî priuîted on lus face, lus
iiend bure, and ane itaîd o-.. te hlîf-ope:ted

lIfa specter iîad appeared, the conster-
nation liad sc:îrcely beeu greater. Danî:y
lid heen raliiug iii lus pewv Nvitît uîtcan-
straitied laugiter. but ut siglît af lthe Bishap
bis candle feil front his luand aund -;ptittered
oit te baok rail. Tlhe Bisitop turîted about,
and berore the peoptle liad recovercd front
tieir surprise lie 'vas gone. At the lie mo-
ment everybody gaI upwithout awvord and leit
te chtircu. In two minutes mtore nat a soul

remaincd exccpt l-ontmy.beg and 'Mr.
J emnty Quirk, whio, wvitiu eyes rivetcd on the~
pritnted curai in Iiteir banîds, sti!I sang listily,
ablivious of the fact tat îiey liîd nto audi-
enice.
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