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E Miss Clara Brett Martin. 3

Bv Faith Fenton.

F E BIUAItY 2tnd of 1897, ashould bo Viowod
as cite of the red letter days in thle calender
of Canadian worten, sinco it marked tho

admission te the (Janadian bar of the first wminan
lawyer, in the person, of iMiss Clara l3rctt Martin.

It as a very brief cerenmony, so brief and
simple that it attracted little attention, and few

woepresent to witness it. OnIy an ordinary
meeting of benchers corsi.ting of perhaps a dozen
well knowvn 1awvyors, il. one of the Os9goodo Hall
courts ; on ly a couple of candidates to ho fonînally
"callcd" to the bar; a fev forinaI outls to bo taken
and a book to ho signcd, that wvas ail. The cere-
inony liad been repeated a hundred t Limes in tl-c
past, uiîtil it liad becomo eominonplace; but on
this day it wvas marked by au unprecedented
evcnt--oite of the candidates îva8 a ivornan.

Site stood, a Ùlau and slosider Portia, in black
gown and whîite tic, with fair unicovered head;
site recitcd thicoadis clcarly, and atixed lier
si-nature witli steady band, tien wvalked
quietly out, at fully credentialled lawycr, quali.
lied to) practice and plead lit the Ontario bar.

A simple cereineuiv of a truth, but iL marked
the victorious close of a long strugglo against
prejudico and selfislîîîess; it signalled anotiier
bannier down, and alliter profession open to
Canadian wonîen.

It is six years since 'Miss Martin hiaving
taken lier B.A. degrce notifled the bencliers o!
lier desire to enter as a law student. Natur-
ally tliese, comiervative gentlemen wero con-
sidcrably disturbed at tlîis uîîusual, request.
They took nine menit to consider the matter,
and thon notified the young lady tient thoy lhad
not thîe power to grant lier request, since the
regulations did not admit the enrolment of

Nothing daunted, M1iss 'Martin hegan wvork-
îng among tie uneunhers of thu~ Ontario Panlia-
ment, and succecded se fan ini enhisting tlîeir
sympathies that in 1892 a bill perinitting
bencliers to admit women was brough1lt il),
fouglît fiercely over, and carried by nîajority
of eue.

Next camne tho difliculr.y of finding a firm
tlîat ;vould take lier as articled clerk ; tlîat
was accomplishied in 1893, wlhen site entered
theu office of Messrs. Mulock, iiler, Crowther
& Montgomnery.
Thon followvcd tlîree years of strugglc and

annoyances tuO petty te be put o1n record, 'out
noue the less reai.

The young woman student resolutely endured
and closed lier lipq upon aIl coniplaining; but
from, the mnaie students theniselves we have
g-athered somnething of wvh.t sho lias borne, in
snecns, in lack of countcsy, if nlot actual rudeness;
in the unnecessary emplînsis upon certain lecture
points; in the thousand ways that men eau unake
a iveman suifer who, stands aînong tlîem alone.
In thoso three years site me.t witlî courtesy froni
the truc gentlemen, as a woman always des;
but thiere wene othens, wvho nesenitcd ber ontrance
into law as one poaelîing on choico presenves, and
thiese wero soethiug less than kind.

Blut the bill o! 1892 perinittcd weznen te prac.
Lice as solicitors only, wvhichi %vould limit their
work and prevent thieni f rom pleading before a
judge in lîigh or county courts. Miss MartLin
desirŽd f uli barristcnshiip. The Legisîntture lîad
gnown somewhatbroadermninded inthic'rvening
time, and upon being agailu approaecd, a mnajority
o! thirty-seven authorized the benclî3,rs to cal
women to the bar as full-fledged barriste-s.

Mis8s Martin was ready, but the boncliers were
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not. Tlicy postponed, thcy delayed, thîe% tlirct,
sed rend argue<l belîiid clo<ed doors.

Sir Qilver M~owvat waq wvon over, tad gave lier
lus streng influenco; Heu. A. S. lard3> follov-ett
Miss Martin enlistod the acti% e servie of nmany
symipathizer8 ; aud influoence wvas brotîglit, te hear
upon tîto boucliers through influerutiitl elitstý.
Hler case caine up seven tintes during tic last .ix
mondehs of theo ycar. Rlatdier illtcres'tin)g tliose
st.ar.chliiier discui44ioiîs nu4t, lin.'. beelî. Ileiadu
ors, unwilling tu commit tlisel'.es, aittl eîjuall%
unwilling we oftenid profitable clients, f4îiled týo
attend.

W lien a question neaches a point necessitatiaîg
the absence o! oppenients freite its discu44iosi, tho
cause mnay ho considered wovn.

It vas fulfilied in titis instance, and 'i~Mar-
tis chieicest Clrinias gift w-as the notification
receîved in lato Deceinher, 1896, that. Sixe could
prescrit hiersel! to bo fornîaliy adinitted te the On.
tarie har on lkbruary second.

"Wliat apoloi, does Msiss 'Martin efi'er for <le.

siring te enter lav '1" askcd eue o! the benchiers,
severely during Vie canhier discuesions.

No apology wlatever, inost august si r, but tho
niglît of a cîcar vecation.

111 would radier rend and study law. tItan do
anything cisc in the world," site remarkcd, in thîe
course o! a quiet clint thtat took place aftcr lier
admission. I choese it because I like iL , becatuse
it inîvites me as nothing cisc dees. That perhîîps
lias been thue source e! îny persistent efforts."

To acccpt women in inedicine aind refuse thiaca
lu law on theo ground o! sex: difficulties, us absurd.

What unpleasant moral and miatenial conditions
have the latter to encouniter, as compared with
the fornmer? ]3esides, a w.o;nan lawyer lias cheice
in the mnaLter o! -q'cepting or rejecting cases ; a
woman physician lias little or nonte. Sito must
go w.hcnc site is called, for sie deals with tho issucà
o! life and deatb.

A woman lawyer ba-ý ne need te conduct a
brcach o! promise case, but a '.oinan physiciait
muust deal w.ith the sad nesuits o! sucli cases
%Yhctler sItie chooses or net. Having admitted

wo'ie îuei jatt tilho fiel'1 ti f ilieiill ei1 , i t w î're t i e
hI(igltt oIf i,îcouimteuicy tl dtliar lier fronit enteing
Iaw 0ii plea (i! :ex.

.tgaini iL. we~re î1 al'.al.4titl to ailgue, t lit
thlure i.4 nit dîllianiî fui livi ini thlepof''iî'l '17'le
.%Uppiy 'WilI ini tli4z iistiICt'e Citto the.d.mîîi
dind at wmnoîan iq nevde<l xnieri-ver i.le ceiL îisali<o
a place for heiîrelf. Tiiero k pli-atN u! ttmumit foi
woîiani ini imîw, fur thme î ' li%; dt it mtfet.t

'.v~~~~~ i,44 Ms lîr fld. 'î'hrtiti p(là ii.4s l.g
ait epca stullý, of liaà a1s it rt lie'.ýi t-ii 

uei îîiumg li itid; itdua4l r. îîihltv.,litur
estettett, lier ciiren, lier-ctiesi

Alla >t.t agaias thle kb aitî,.st si.ý j ieat licud o'f

cuuîultinzg NNOillatit lai' 3 teasLuIliltià, w% 'juncua
pla i.iansii-. A lawýv e inuxi rctei'. coîl1id-îilceý,
iîu4t, ad'.ise anîd ie, for lusiï1'*i. and inii mail3

iiit~iec a'.Vliîii 'iotse w thle-a'l autmotity
clin dlu tli-s for utlwr %%ontieit lietter than tile tif
the opposite sex. The confidencesï xliu' rect-i'es
will bc. Iessq reserv cd, bl i dvie' anîd action, tiiero.
fore, mure assured.

Concerniug tIat bogie t bat lbas s0 dist iurhud
the U ic uaelegal fratcnîiîy- -the'.îsion of et Nwoitins
plendint, ini court ; could attytling- hie more
litting îfain that oni'. '.vciiîan 411i111(l plend the'.
cause of allother, gluai'ding- lier iliterests, die-
fendiug lier namie, allad doing lier ittitiost tu
ubtaiu justice, or iL iay li nercy' 1

It 4 at heautifîui vilioli to soile, of us, wlîo
liclie'.' tIit witli thîe eantaCe ef w.oiunen lt
tice publie courts thte aîtilo<phiîr diei'euf will
beconie punified, anud t tmore wholeioune air
obtziu, even in a brencu cf proisi'e i

Misis Malirtin i4 ail attractive and eanmiest
w.oitian, w.itu youth, sinicerity and aut indomnit-
able perseverance and s4plendid brain to hé)p
lier ini tiuis cluosen pati of work, wluicu ihe i
thîe liait o! lier sex te trend ini Canada. lieu'
stopi are sure te lie well planted, lier paco
steîidily advaîîciag, and otiersï will follow mocre
easily ini thze w'ay sile lia se bravely opened.

It is not inerely tuo duty, but t.hc privilege
o! Canadin wonieii tc gi've lier every support
possible, by tîîeir endorseient., influence anel
patronlage, and tue leguil work beîoîigiîîg te
Caiadmau'. w.ouien's organizuutîous should ho
placed ini lier liaîds.

The firnit o! Sliiltoîi, Waîlbridge kt Co., are
te bo con-guatuîatcd on tlîeir cleatr.igliidaiess
ini securin 'g Mi Martini, since thley cati now
clairet to be the oiuly Caîî:îdîaî la'.. firin taat,
cuntain'i a duly u1uaîified w.oixuan au ant active
meuinber. kt i:s îow entitled Sliilton, Wal
bridge & Martia.

Altheughi only cîîllcd( to the bar on l'eU.
2nd., Misi 'Martini appeaî'ed ini lier firit case-
onee ini commeiîrcial li'vogFeb). 23rd, before
Judgo MenIoson, anud w.on for lier client, '.vlich
stic May ake lis an Qinn o! lier fut.ure caee'.

The best sacrifice at woniaîi cain make during
Lent i. the sacrifice o! cvii passieis, malice,
cruelty and jealousy. Anci te do tItis ,the sliould
fi11 lier days witli syinpatîiy anid service o! thîe
prior, the outcast anid the siduul.

Lent bings fruit '.vhen iL is accepted as at ie
for niîedittion, for tic celebration cf tlie life of
Christ aînd its atniking eveuîts nni wliîeî it briigs.1
consecratien te loftier ideas.

Dr. Enten necomiaends the follo'.ing littie
pocin as good food for Lenten meditatioîi.

' izo ; 'Lis aî fast te, dulu
Tltyshecaf of irlîcat
Aiind '1ient

Unto tic ligry seul.
IL is te feitfroîiistrifo,

Freint Via debate,
-%na laite;

Te circunicise îlîy life.
To Bhoir et lcant gZrief-z vnt

To iltarvo tlîy sert
Net bin,

Adthéa' te, koep thy Lent."


