
VOX ]VESLE3YANAV

cous cause, cati save ivar from being an
enornîity. Thtis is anc of the reasons why
it iS so essentiai that the men of power iii
the state shouild be ivise and teniperate. 1
do not know that there is any surcr guar-
antce of the permanent continuance of the
world's peace tlîan is to bc fouind iii the
discreet exercise by tlic individual ciector
of tfie right of franchise. Let Iilmi sec to
it tlîat in elections of ever-increasing in-
portance, in every case the best men-tîte
men of the highiest ideals-are chiosen.
Finally, by the rejectioti of the unfit an<l
the survival of the fittest, tiiere iih gatiier
about the cauncil board of the nation lier
choicest and hier noblest sons. 1 arn
aware that in smail arenas, in municipal
affairs and local politics it is difflcuîlt to
enlist the best men in the public service.
1 clîoose to believe that this is becauise the
issues are not regardcd as moinentous
enougli to warrant even temporary negiect
of private concerns. But it is one of our
duties ta surround tue flrst positions in'
the state not ta be sure îvitlî material ad-
v'antages, but wvitli an aureole of dignit&y
that may serve as ~. legitiniate inducemient.
And that unan miust bc recreant to, lus
sense of duty and pitiabiy small whlo ivili
prefer continued and exclusive attention
to persanal interests to distinguislîed ser-
vices on behaif of his countrynien. Now,
if this couid be accoxnplislied in the case
of thc majority of the nations, wouid not
the quiet of the wvorld be tolerably as-
surcd? Representing enligitened peopies,
theinselves enlighitened, appreciating at
titeir true value the enormities of ivar and
the advantages of peace, statesmen siîouid
have littie difficuity in adjusting differ-
ences.

In discussing the duties of citizensiîip
good results ivili be obtaiiîcd if ive con-
sider ourselves, first as citizens. irrespec-
tive of nationality; sccondly as Caziadians,
and iast of ail as niembers of flhc empire.

The nmain elenient of citizenslîip is con-
formity to law. The îvorld's laîv is the
collective naine for the priviliges auîd prz:-
ragatives one by anc surrendcred by the
individual in vicev of the wvcll being of thec
coxniunity. An actual investinent. In
consideration of safcty and quiet for îixn-
self, lus fainiily, and bis praperty, lie caoi-

sents ta hand over ta tlîe state privileges
thiat wvaulci be luis in an era of individualisin
or isolation. Thus the miain idea of cit-
izenslîip is comnnunîty, syliil)tthi3,. sol ici-
tude. This is truc even to-day. Talk as
you ivill about the struggle, ab~out the
forcing to flue wall, about the surv'ival only
of the fittest, wve do not in any reai sense
live in a state of individuialisnîi. Conmmîun-
ity-community of hopes, coninunity af
fears, coninunity of toil, conîmunity of
suffering ; this reinains the basai principle
of tlîe social structure. Sa far as the per-
son is concerned, tlîiE sentimuent includes
at first oniy the niembers of lus owvn
family ; then it extends to tlîe coliînîuuîi-
ity in Nvhicii he lives ; then there is a
stage when it is coterminus witlî the
bouinds of lus own nation .later, iii sonie
hal py moment, lie is cnabled ta over-
pass tliese bouinds. anîd lus sympatlîy takes
in peoples relatcd to his by biood or by
historic connection :lastly, in tlîe su-
premest moment of ail, lie imperiously
spurns national* lintits and race-dIi fferen ces,
auîd lic becanies, in deed and iii trutlî,
Civis Mundi-a citizen of the îvorld.

It lias often seemned ta nie that titis
thought of worid. citizenship, is one of the
subliiîîest thtat cani flash arcoss tlue iîîind
of man. It includes sucli higli concep-
tions as tîtose of the fatlîerlîood of God
and the brotherlîood of nien ; apphied on
a larger scale, it wvould have preventeu
the îvorld's escutclîeouî from being smirclî-
cd by flie blot of slavery, and put muat-
practice by thue individual, it ivill 1g'ive hiîî
ail the graces and aIl the urbanities of
private life.

lIn consiulering aur responsibility as
Canadians, wc get good resuits if we re-
uieniber thiat tlîe nation is simply ain ag-
gregate of individuais. So trite tlîis is as
to be aliiîost a truisni, and yet it uîîcauîs
much. It nîcans at lcast this, that, if the
conduct of tue individuial be Nvhiat it should
be, thie con<luct of the nation cannot be
otlier tuait admiirable. If tue phtysical force
ai ecdi be wiscly coîîscrvcd and wisely
dirccted, we are bound to have a sturdy,
stalwart race--ready in peace, ready in
ivar, ta dischiarge thie duties tîtat devolve
îîpon it. If tliere bc oui the part of the
inidividual eager and iniperious intellectual


