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ELIJAH.

—

ELIJAH.

“And it eame to paes, as they still went on, and talked, that. hehold,
there appeared a charwt of fhre, aud hurses of bro, and parted them hoth
asunder ; and Lhigah went up by a wluadwoad tato b aven.”

FPHE whirlwind had done its work: all the destruction

l was over, and it was meet that now there shonld be
the whirlwind, which was not destruction, but only glory.
‘The harmless lightnings should play over the scene to cele-
brate the battle which had been fought and won, and the
rapture of the tempest should he only rapture ; the exulting
of the storm in the victory of God. " There should be a glo-
rious termination of this glorious carcer, and the wild glad-
negs of the prophet’s soul should find companionship in the
wilder forces, which had heen the element of his life, and the
symbols of his power. Ilaving learnt the lesson in the cave
ot Horeb, that the “*still small voice” was the Inghest
symbol alike of the glory of God and man, he could Le trasted
now to a chariot of fire to ascend to the intivite Stillncss,
which was his Home; and the whirlwind and the flame
would be full of Gad ; as they always are when they conduct
us lo God. ltisthe last of the prophet of the whirlwind :
aud the dropping of his rough aad shagey mantle shall be the
sign that be 1s done with the whirlwind's oflice for evermore :
the next tane he appears, hie shall not be the prophet of the
whirlwind, but the prophetof the * still small small voice "—
talking of the decease which should be accomplished at Jeru.
salem ; Elijah still—but another Blijah—full of the gentle-
uess and tenderness of Christ ; and learning from tlie meek
and lowly Heart that there is something subluner than trans.
lation, and that is death : something loftier than rapture,
and that is endurance ; something grander than to have
horses of tire, and that 1s to have none, but to dare to die
without them ; something biighter than a flame chariot, or all
the chariots of God, which are ** twenty thousand,” and that
i3 the Cross, which 1s ouly Une, because it cannot be more ;
for it is All

Brethren, there is no trauslation for you or me. The climiot
of fire comes never more.  But there is something greater for
us both, and that is death. The **still small voice” is
mightier than the whirlwind ; the calinness of faith than the
rapture of translation. ' God hath provided some better
thing for us,"” the still heroic grandeur of dying. ‘Translation
seems grander, but this is grander. ‘That has more shew of
consequence, but this more real conscquence.  For whether
is greater, to be coried away in a whirlwind to heaven ; or
to go thither ourselves, calmly to face the mystery of death,
and bravely to pass through its darkuess into hght? The
one may be a hero or he may not ; the other is a hero, and
needs no chariot of tire to distinguish him.  So that when we
stand by the bed of any lone and suffeving man who is bat-
tling with the tertors of death in the still might of a con-
quering faith, we may say of the scene, *‘Thisis grander
than horses of fire, or chariot of tire, or whirlwind rapture,
and, behold, a greater than Llijah 1s here ! ”

So may we ﬁic, still with the strong sulunissiveness of
Chlirist, specchless with the unspeakable peace of God; and
as we muse on the decease which was accomplished at Jeru-
salem ; without whick there had been neither whirlwind of
rapture, nor stillness of strength, neither chaviot for Elijah,
nor conyuest for us: may we realise that the Cross is near
us, though chariot there is none ; and that to sink beneath
its shade is better than to soar upoen the grandest flume,
because the flame is but a minister, a creature like our-
:qjel\'{:s ;Bbut the shadow of the Cross is the shadow of God.—
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GOLD.

HE doctrine of individual stewardship requires reiterated
proclamation ; aud the reason is not casy to discover.
Money is 50 apt to weave its subtle net about the heart, so
prone to cling to its vossessor, and make him think that he
cannot safely part with it without a present and palpable
equivalent, thatit is necessary repeatedly to remind him that
he can peither hoard it, nor squander it on vanity, without
sin.  Not less than any thing else that 2 man may possess, isit
a gift of God. ¢ What hast thou, that thou hast not reccived 2™
is a question as plainly applicable to carthly ireasures as
to those that are spiritual in their nature and heavenly in

their tendency. ‘‘The silver is mine, and the gold is ming
snith the Lord of hosts.” !

There are few men, if any, who will deliberately dispute
this proposition ; but, in practice, how few feel it as they
shoulkd ! It is onc of many doctrines which are readi)
admitted, abstract declarations which no one sets himself tg
gainsay, but which have no living force to influence the hearg
—no motive power to regulate the conduct.  Yet it is just
this very fact which creates the necessity for friendly remop.
strance with those holders of wealth who are not using it fur
the glory of its Divine Owner, and the welfare of their fellow.
creatures,

It may appear to us, who have not been taken inty the
secret of the Divine Covernment, that wealth is most strangely
apportioned among men. lLet us call the principle of distriby.
ton ‘2 mystery 7 if we will ; it is undoubtedly the fa :t, that
suine men are very rich in gold and silver, without any appa.
rent superiority in morval worth ; whilst uthers are so distresg
ingly poor that they know not from day to day how the lLare
necessaries of Life are to be procured.

Benevolence, for the Lord's sake, is a parb of practical rddi.
gton.  The precepts of our beautiful and benign faith touch
the purse as well as the understanding, the heart and the
tongue. In fact, those precepts regard all that 2 man ke as
well as all that he is; and it as by the use of what he hasthat
we come to find out what he is.

¢ By their fruits ye shall know them,™ i no arbitrary test
of character, having its root merely in the will of the Great
Legislator; but a rule so obviously right in itself, that the
ordmary understanding everywhere endorses it.

You see a man lavishing gold upon the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the prude of Life ; whilst around him isa
mass of miserable, s.%ring humanity, for whose relief and
salvation he stretches vut no helping hand.  Clearly that mau
had not learned of Christ.

How many poor ones might Le helped, how many iguorant
caildren instructed, how many home-heathen have the Gospel
sent to them by the tract, the Scriptural book, and the living
vuice of the faithful missionary, by the money that is worst
than wasted upon the very superfluities of hurtful luxmy!
Oh ! that men would consccrate their gain to the Lord !

It isa fact of profuund significance, that He has given goll
a most important place in the kirgdom of His grace. ‘The
banker's cheque-book and the Bible, so far from refusing to be
on friendly terms, may be brought into the most amicable
relationship.  The latter says to the former, ““T have need of
thee.” And, most assuredly, the influence of the Bible on
the cheyue-Louk, when they are thus brought together, is of
the most salutary kind.

Conseerated  gold, wealth set apart for God, the image
and saperscription of the Lord Jesus casting a holy hale over
the royal mark—think of all this!

The wealthy Christian, who conscientiously, and from love
to his Redecmer, gives **«s the Lord hath prospered him "~
fur say what you will, fhat is the inspired rule of giving —can-
nut but be blessed in his deed. The hundreds or thousands
waich he lays gratefully at his Master's fect, to promote
the knowledge of salvation, reflect a blessing on the fund
waence they came; and, shortly, the loving scrvant -the
faithful steward,—who feels that he is bought with a price,
compared with which the entire mineral wealth of the wni-
verse is nothing—will hear a greeting, the very possibility of
which makes one wonder at the murvellous grace of the
Saviour.

The words “well done ! ” from 77is lips, addressed to aman
for a little service during his brief carthly pilgrimage, ave a
prize indeed.

We are deeply thankful that here and there a princely man
steps out from the money-getting rut, in which the wheels of
Mammoth’s chariot voll’; and, taking his stand by the Cross,
aives nobly for the diffusion of truth in our benighted world;
but, alas ! we may still, without any breach ot charity, ask
the searching question—*¢ Were there not ien cleansed ; bub
where are tie nine ?”

From Partridge’s New Envelope Serics.

Let your charity be blindfold, and be suspicious of whatso.
ever is at all contrary {o entire unity, mutual forbearance,
and that reciprosal respect which you ought to feel for one
another. Beware of earthly prudence, which our Lord counts
as fally ; worle on peacefully, gently, trustingly, simply.—
De Sale, 1640.



