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11e bricfly admunished the people to cngage in ‘

prayer, and then delivered the piayer. This
-produced a deep impiession upon the people,
who had never before witnessed a prayer, except
in connection with Romish ceremonies. ‘T'he
Romish prieat of the village immedjately lodged
a complaint against the pastor for having, con-
trary to the prohibition, delivered a funeral dis-
course.  Perhaps he did not know what a prayer
was. Hereupon the pastor was called 1o account,
firat before the president of the district, and then
before the overseer ofthe congregation, a village
peasant by whom the maiter was formerly in-
vestigated.  Notwithstanding his justification, he
1cceived, a few weeks afterward, a letter from
tha president of the district, in which he was told
that* he had laiely, at the funeral of N. N., de-
livered an addrese inan oratorical style, 1n which
he had spoken of the transitory nature of things
earthly, and of good works” (s0 it 1s expressed 1.
¢ and had by this unlawful precedure deserved
sovere pumshment; but as the most reverend
dean of the place did not desire his injury, he re-
ceived only.a severe admomition.”

But what, mcanwhile, is the state of the Rom-
ish Churchin Bohemia? If possible, sull more
lamentable. Tae upper classes are indifferent,
and, as the writer has hunself heard, ridicule
the Romish faith and ceremonies, though they
are constrained to attend upon the external ser-
vices of the Church, the clergy having consider-
able influence in appointments to civil offices,
&c. ‘The mass of tho people are bat little ad-
vanced, aucnding merely upon the externals,
of religion, devoted to pleasure, and shy of stran-
gers. Iprefer 10 say nothing of the reports
which I heard relative to the lives of the priest-
hood.—Translated from Hengstenberg's Kirch-
enzeitung.

Srr——————
ITALY.

Tt is painful to allude to the division ia 1he
Evangelical party in ltaly, and yet it is necessary
to do so, that ‘those who are interested in the
Evangelical movement may be able 1o judge be-
tween rival claimants. Without entering into
tho question fully, Ishall rafer to one or two
facte, that people may judge for themselves.

1. At the last Synod of the Waldensian Church,
the preacher was Dr. De Sanctis. In his dis-
course he referred to the testimony which had
been borae to the truth by the \Waldensian Church
and thanked God that he, who was not botn in
that church, nor educated in it, belonged 10 it by
duty, and conviction, and choice. Signor Maz-
zarella was also a member of Synod as deputy
for Turin, and in a most eloquent speech he bore
his testimony to the church which God had plant-
ted in a coraer of Italy, and thanked God 1hat
when Jtaly felt the need of the Gospel, she could
receive it, not from strangers, but from her own
sons and citizens,—not from a church that
takes its name fzom Luther or Calvin, but from
n church 1hat reaches even 1o the days of the
apostles. Now, strangers certainly thought that
such words from such men had a meaning in
thom,—that they were not mere sound, signifying
nothing. But a few moaths aficrwards, no
change having taken place in the meantime in
the Waldensian Charch, Dr. De Sanctisand Sig-
nor Mazzarella have given in their demission,
and atiached themesslves 10 2 new party. Now
if mero talk be all that is wanted, we can get
Italians by the dozen who will 1alk for a summer
day, and some who will improvise verses on any
subject whatever; but what we do need is this,
that mea should mean what they say, and do
what they profess. Those rapid movements
from one party to another can only give to
others the impression of peculiar undecidedness
of character. It is painful to apeak in this way
of friends whom I esteem, but the trath is of
more importance than any personal feeling, and

themsclves ought 10 feel that such move-

ments do not tend to inspire confidence. There
is a good old rule, 1o which quiet, slow-thmkmng,
and old-fashioned people are somewhat partial,
-~ Meddle not with them that are given to
chauge.”

I write in this way because I believe the time
hascome when a division of the Evangelical
party in Italy cannot be avorded. It 19 impos-
sible that some of the Italiane, holding the op-
inions which they do hold, should conticue to
belung toa regular organised church. And it is
far better that there should be a division, than
that the church should he distracted by the at-
tempt to fiold together incongruous clements.,
Asfar as any par y holds the trith, we wish ¢
God epeed 3 bur when it attemnpts divisions, or
opposes anuther pariy on erroneous principles, 1t
is a duty to protest agminst such movements.
And the soouer we do protest, and take our stand,
the betier. It issad that several o t- e most
act'vy members ot the Evangelica! Society in
Geneva should encourage thesc divisions in Italy
in opposition to the Waldensian Church. Itisa
very cusy matter to foment snch divisions in a
fand, whero overy town_and country is jeal.us
of every other; but isat right?  Will it tend to
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of :
peacel [donot say that the \Waldensian Church
is pérfect, but 1 beiieve that according 1o its
strength itis faithfol to it inission, and that it is
doing a-great work in this land. 1do not say
that we ought to conune our sympathies to that
church ; but when a new party seis out in opposi-
tion, we are bound to,inquire intu its principles,
that we may know how far we should help it
on.

‘Theso divisions sad as they are, may de over-
raled for good. But the Reformation in Italy
failed before, in great part because of such divi-
sions. ‘The sixteenth century has Jeft a soiemn
wasning to the nincteénth. The work failed
before,—shall it fail again? I do not anticipate
such failure ; but every man who is concerned
in this movement has his own solemn account to
give regarding it. Private jealousies, personal
ambition, the wish-to rule, the desire 10 have the
pre-eminence, should have no ptace here; the
work 18 the Lord’s. Ibelieve Dr De Sancus and
Signor Mazzerella to be sincere and excellent
men. The former has done much by his admi-
rable tracison * Confession,” * Tradition,”* The
Papady,” &c., 10 rouse the mind of Ialy 1o a
consideration of the errors of the Ronush Church.
The latter ias-been unwoaried in his labours ;
since he himsclf reccived the truth.  Itis greatly §
10 be regretted that twa such men should set an §
exampie of undecidedness, and changeableness, |
at 2 time when firmness of parpose 18 peculiarly-)
necessary.

I havo thoughtit right 10 enter into this matter
more at length, that the position of affairs in Pied-
mont may be better known, It is painful 1o the
Waldensian Tablo to deal with such cases, but
the chuarch cannot give way to the crude notions
of some of its new members, and most maintain
its position “alike against encmics without and
misgaided friends within—News of the Churches.

——— ———

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.

The solemn farce at St. Peter’s in Rome has
been enacted. The Pope, as already stated, has
pronounced his Bull that Mary, the mother of
our Lord, was free fromn the taint of sin, and
hence was not indebted 10 Christ for redemption.
This is now declared 10 be a doctrine which can
oaly be denied by heretics. The Seriptures have
not revealed it; the Church, for ¢ighteen cen-
taries, has not acknowledged it ; and now it isto
be received as the revelation, becanse a mise-
rable old driveller, taking counsel of a wet of Je-
mits, bas pronounced it 1o be true! Surely,
human credality is 1axed t00 severcly by such a
demand.

The csremonial at Rome was of the most
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gorgeous deseription, on the occamon when this
Ball was promuigaisd. 1t 13 too nausecus 1w
copy.  Sutlice it to 2ay that more than two hue
died Bishops wer~ present, among whum was
John Hughes of New York, to grace the putatal
mummery. A paragraph or twao, reapecting the
proceedings, may sausiy our readers.

“ His holiness gave utterance 1o the all-jm-
portant Bult dunng igh mass, atter the reading
of the gospel. 1t 100k hun abous a quarier of an
hour 1o get through, but he was so much aflect.
ed m vaneus parts of the document, that ho was
obliged 1o witerrupt the reaging of it, to dry lus
tears with a pocket handkerchuief,  Wuly the
exception of s, and an vecastonal shrick from
somo one squeezed or fatting i the crowe, ne
pasitcular emotton was observable.  ‘Ihe do.
coratten of tho chuich were muat gorgeous, and
the bronze statue of 31, Peter rejoiced i the
possession of 1wo new and rumptuous candfe-
sticks, presented by Pro None eapressly for the
occasiolt.

“‘The next ceremony was that of crowning
the Madonaa, which scemed 10 interest the mass
of spectators more than the previons dogmaiea)
declaranon,  “Ihe processmon of Bi-hops onee
moro led the way to the Cmdinar's chapel,
where a cnimson platform had been pre pared be-
fore the altar-piece, so as 20 al ow of the Popes
ascendmy to the fizure of the Vigia, s depicted
tn the clouds in the upper partof the pictsre.
The cannon of St Angelo tnundered our up-
plause as his holiness stiached the precious dia-
dem 10 the painting, and the crowd, kept at bay
by a battakion of Chasscurs, recked and panted m
vain cadeavours to catch a sight of the puoceed-
ing. It is not for mo to hnzard an apinion
whether curioanty or devotion urged the thousaudy
of spectators on this oceasion 3 but cepamly the
nuinbers collected together far excended an\.'lluu;;
1 ever beheld before in St. Petor's.” .

Asa just view of tho whole transacrion® as 1t
strikesa Protestant mind, we quote the 10llow~
ing from the Edinburgh Witnesa.

“We do not say that this degree formally
enncts that “ thereisno God ' bt we magatan
thatits cflect is 10 obliterate God from the mands
and hehiefs of the peapie of the Ruman Church,
‘The decree bids them not to pray 1o God, nor
look for any blessina from God, nor chersy any
love to God, nor even think of Gad. It I, We
sirongly suspect, the filling up of the cup, lor 1t
is the' last trath of the Bdle L& flanding now
blotted out. It is not the mana-r of thar chesch
to deny truth in the way of leauing ns plarce a
blank, but to deny it in the wav of displacinz 1
by the antipodal crror. In this way has s
gone the whole round of res elation, exunguishe
ing one light after another, and now a’l 1« dusk
~—darkness that may befolt.  She denied o
atonement -by substituting the sacrifice of the
mass: she denird the existence aud agency of
the Spirit by eubstituting the sacrament , she de-
nied holy iptare by subhetiatinz wadition.
There tremnined only the belief 1 o God ; and
now tho Church of Rome ias blutted aut that last
truth by a decree which is tantamount to proclaim-
ing the deity of Mary, and which fixes her, in
the feclings and beliefs of the members of that
Church, as the supremo and only God. How-
ever divergent 1heir courses, and diverse their
forms, all error has & common point of meeting ;
and thus the infidelity of Voltaite, aud the sup-
poistition of the Popes, have found at lengih
their common_ culiminating point jn  Atkeism.
* There is no God.’ said the French Coavention,
when they cclcbrated the apotheosis of a female
in Notre Dame ; and Pins1X.and his bishops re-
echo the cry from beyond the Alps, in the apo-
theosis of Mary in St. Petet's,* There is no
God.' "—Dresbylerian.

Thoeo who are afraid of sin and set cantiously,

if they ask direction of God, may cxpect 10 be
-lod in the right way.



