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tancr; but he taught nothing about the tewe Gud or a future eiate 3
he intluence of bia doctines and exam;'s are now seen in China
m mdacing = great indiftereace on thiese sunjrcte.  In lis works are
samne sllisons to licaven ae the presiling power of Batare, and to fate
ag the determines of all thinge,  He enjomed the appropnate sacufices
to heaven, earth, the goda of the Iand snd gram, and o ancestorn,

All Chineee, who stnldy at all, use the bxchn whete such things are
taught, they commu thein to memory.  ‘The sayings of Conlucius and
other pages, are famibar 1o all, for euch an cannot tead learn them from
cthere,  Nobody. not even the pneats of Taou or Duddha, date speak
a word salust ony of the doctnnes of thia plulosopher. It will te
scen, therefore, that belore they ean receive the docttnes taught in the

Senptures, they must unlearn, o lcarn 1o regand m theie trie hght, the
Toctri )
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THE RELIGIONS OF CHINA.

CHINA. CONFUCIANISM.
BY THAC REV. A, W. LOOXNAS, NISSIONARY AT NINATY, CHISA.
From Ilome and Foreign Record of Amerscan Preshutesian Church,

In this letter, §¢ {s proposed to speak of Confuciue, his doctrnes, and
the worship now vendered to him,

Confucius was born 549 B, C., in what s now the province of Shan.
tung, which is nearly 1n the north-cast corér of Cluna proper, and tore
dering on the Yellow Sea. It is related that his mower had prayed
to the hill Ne, {or a son, and fable says that when tlis son was born, two
dragons enciteled the house, while sweet muaic was heard  the air =
‘Fhe Chinese can believe such storses, and they have an exhiuatess fand
of their reputed misacles to off-set against 1hose which we relate 1o them
out of the Bible to prove the divinity of Clira, and the auhienucity of the
Seriptures.  We find that they caunot be convinced but by the Holy Spie
i1, when He shall open their hearts to receive the truth. We tell them
of the miraculous conception of the man Chnst Jesue, they refer us to
the fntervention of the gods in the birth of Contuciug,

Confucius did ot set himsclf up ns a religrous teacher. During the
most of his life he was engaged in political affiire, and only in his decha-
ing years devoted bimsel{ to_the eatablichment of a achool of phitocophy.
His writinge contain many things that atc unexceptionable, and hys teach.
inga have done more to render the Chinese nation what it is in enne
nence and etability, than any, or all their o her writings  He adinons
ished and instructed Kings, and all iz nuthori'y, by the histories he gave
(whether real ot fictitious) of the wise rteigns of their ancieat hings ,
and he taught the people to regard tieir sorcreign assuling by divine ap.
pointment—as commixioned to nssist heaven in the government of the
world.  Hfe instructed paremis and tenchersin the training of the young,
ond esjoined upon all the daties of the several relations, that children
should revetence their parents, the younger be respectful to the older,and
that all must yicld due honours to their rulers.  He encouraged industry
and economy. ‘The honour In which this teacher hins cver been held,
has had, no one ean doubt, a great fnfluence in elevating the navon and
preserving it, while all other nations have changed, or quite passed away.
Yet, in some respecta, it might have been better for the Clunese hud they
never had a Coafucius . . . . [

‘Though only the literati can be classed among those commonly termed
Confucianists, still every Ch knows about Confucius, aud all re.
gard him, while he was on canth, as something more exalted than a man,
and now as enjoying a place among the gods; and all ke eaid and wrote
is regarded with superstitious reverence asthe words of a god.  There-
fore it is that they so carefully gather up all reraps of wntten paper, lest
any of these ehould be defiled. This reverence for their holy book 1s ke
that of the Mohammedan _for his Koran, and greater than that of most
people in Christian lands for their Bible. But the teachings of Confucius
contain many things which are contrary to the truth.  is diteiples quate
him as having taught, that man by nature is good, and becomes bad
only by bad example and imperfect instriction.  He also taught his fol-
Jowers to reverence the spirits and the zoda, but to keep them at adis.

o

which now have such a conticlling nfluence cver them.—
With many it would be suflicrent scasen why they shoulll give no ate
tention to what we teach, that their sacred booke say noilung on euch
subjecte.  People aometimen eay 10 1e, * low can jou expect that we
wll reaounce @ telizion and castonn wlich have Leca tanded dawn ta
us from tugh' antiquity, for doctiines ond atiange geds wlich you
foreigners wish ta introduce omongzet our people ! You tell us thst the
‘puea you teach are tiue, and the Gad you wortup ihe only true
hut ‘we have for this oniy your neecttions; anid why ehould we
believe you, n few etrangers, aganst w.. snstruciion of our wise inen,
aad agaiast the practice of vur whole nauenl  Yoeu teid us that what
you teach you koow to be the truth, becauss it ts contained in your
2acted book 3 Lud we aler have bucks whieh we connder as smponiant
and a3 worthy of belief, as you, do yeni=™  Some there aie who tuke
orcasion to speak contemptuvualy of Clirisuan buuks, sad iransianons of
the Scripiures, hiecause they lack the degauce of siyle in which their own
hooks are written. Somne aguin, whe-e poiitenres restiana themn from
spraking against our dociroes 10 our rcsence, wiv acknowledge they are
very good, but that thewr bouka contau that which is equally good, sod
thereforc we may iafer thewr i on, that they huse no need to put
away the old, which s good, fu eomethung st 10 aew, and, eo far
as 1hey can judge, no better,

Often when we are talhirng to theia about Jesus Chrt, the Savie
out, they compate lun 1o thess Corfictue, anl supgoee that Jeaus tnust
be to the Western naton, what Cuenfacius is to the Chinese, and they o
say * Yoyzoo (Jewws) may be bester for you, but Conluews in Letter
for us.” Again, they have doctanes with which to vppere those which
we teach, We speak of the scifietntent and eternal God, who cte-
ated all things, and who i disungmished from every otier object that
may be wombupped an thie, that ** the gods are adols, but the Lord msde
the heavens” and they refer us to their system ol cosmogony, viz.*
that all thigs were produced by what they term the dual powers,
Yin aod Yoog, the male and female pruncipies, which pervade evesye
thing, and cruse all the chanaes which are secnan matter ; while mate
ter fizelf they suppove to be eternal.  UF the onigim of the wotld, their
books teach thus = Blefore heaven and eanth were dinided, there ex-
1vted one umvereal chaoe, when thie two eaergies of natore were grae
dually dizungushed, and the Y snd Yooz, male and female, ponci-
ples were establishad.  Then the puter intfluences asceuded and became
the expanee of heaven, while the grosser pasticies descendded and con-
stitated the subyacent canth  From the combinations of these two, all
thinge were produced, and thas heaven s the fathes and earth the nio-
ther of nature.”  They say further, heasen and eanth produced all things,
but 59 they could not spesk, the eages came to seit’e the form of govern-
mente, and tench the ponciples of right conduct ; therefore 1he pages ate
consudered equal to heaven, hience atso the saying, * ileaven, carth and
man ;" man meaning the sages,

Evesy department and every distnet, has #s own Confucian temple, so
that in the eity of Ningpo, we have two, one for the Heren, or dustrict,
and a much larger and more eplendid one for the Foo, or departiient, an
account of winch may be fouud in the * Lesters to Sabbaty Schools,” by
the late Rev W M. Lowrie ln these temples smages are not em-
ployed, but their abeence is supplied by tablets, one tablet on which is
inseribed the names of Confucius, and others for his principal disciples.
The worshippers present their offeringy, betore these, ond here they pe-
form their kneelings and bowings, In the district temple st N.ngpo,
we fizd an exception to what is required n there plazce;at is ag




