
86 THE EXPOSITOR 0F HOLINESS.

Addressing, him, 1 said, "lJohin, I have been watching for your soul for
two ycars, and now I waut you to becoine a Christiani TO-DAY!"

We sat down, and I again told 1dm, as 1 liad donc several tirnes a year
hefore, the story of the cross, soleniinly pressing the gospel of salvation home
upon bis heart. He listened respectfully, saying but littie; but wvhen we
'%vere about to part, and 1 asked in if lie wvou1d not kiiel i fvhue 1 asked
God's blessing upon bim, lie replied wvith chîaracteristic frankness-

Well, I arn much obliged by your kind interest in me; but, to be honest
witlî you, I arn really not now interested. 1 have sornetimes f elt these things
deeply at meetings; but 1 have no interest in the subject now: I feel
nothiingc,."

Hle liowever consented to kneel, and a f riend j oining us, we bowed before
God. The prayer ascended, that as Jesus, in the days of His fleslh, had looked
uponi the faith of those who broke through ail obstacles to place their beloved
sick before flim, and had said, "lSon, thy sins be forgiven thee !>" so now Hie
wvould look upon the poor sin-sick soul whom we biad brouglît to lus feet,
and iii mercy make hîm wvhole.

lTt wvas a bold request, but God honors our petitions wvhen we ask great
tli .. S. Ahinost imrnedîately the man broke dowvn, weeping and pleading
for niercy.

is wife, -%vho seeing me in conversation with lier husband, had followved
us as -%ve turned aside for prayer, nowv stood behind us. Soon after our
prayer liad been answvered in his conversion, she received, as lie rose from
bis knees, lier now Christian liusband witlî a joy better conceived of than
described. As lie lef t, lie exclaimed, 'II arn a new creature in Christ
JTesus! "

I suppose that hardly ten minutes hiad elapsed betwveen the tirne of lis
expression of entire 'vant of interest and feeling, and lus confession of Christ
as luis Saviour.

I learîued afterwards that besides bis Nvife's prayers during probably
tiiirty years of bis conversion, sorne of lus fellov-wvorknien liad selected 1dim
as apparently the rnost -cnlikely to becorne a Christian among several hun-
dred wvho worked together. I also found that a wife of a fellow-workrnan,
a mothier in Israel, luad been awakened about twelve o'clock the niglht before,
and liad found herseif so praying ini the Spirit for this man that she could
flot go to slcep agaun.

Wlien lie camue among sonie of his Christian workmen, aud told wvbat God
had so nîarvellous1y doue, for Lis soul, their joy Nvas unbounded. 'More than.
anything I have ever seen, its expression made me ùanderstand luow David
mnust bave felt wvheil lie danced before the ark. Tbey embraced ene another,
and wept aud lauglied for joy, as they welcomed the poor sinuer se suddenly
snatched frorn the snares of the fowler.


