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CANADA MILITARY GAZETTE,

An English View of the Newfound!land
Question.

[From the Londoa Times.}

The Newloundland Lewislnture 18 up an
artas against u Conventron jr et sereed on
between the Buglish wml French Govern-
ments on the sobject of 1he Fishenes, A
Rupant of the Committes of the Lemsdative
Connerl s half pathetie, balt rebelious.—
The mother conntry is clunged with the de-
liberate abamlomnent of the nghts and nl-
tresta of the Colony, and a preference of
the forgizner to her own oflspring,  She j«
alinost, in terms, called injusta noverca.
¢ We shonll bw either more or less than
men if bitteriesa were not added 10 ourdie-
appointment, when we now i that the

argnt which would not stretch out her
i to hinip will do 50 to despml her own
honashold, nnd would fuin tuke her cuil.
drans® bread to give it unte strangers.?—
Theit_politsneds stops short of the exuet
quotation.

‘The state of the case appears to be thia:
The Fisheries of Nowfoutstlund hive been
from the fiest desenvery of tha isfutud, main-
v in the hands of the French,  Before an
iglinh cotony had settled m the pluce, a
Franch establishment wt Placentin was al-
ready  working the Newfoundlund coast,
and,’on the privciple of the rizht of the tirst
coarer, was already i nghifil possessionof
the Fisheries of Newfoundland,  $he two

great wies betwesn thi<conntry sl France
were terrinatend i the peace of Utrecht,
deprived the IMter ch of all rizht to the ter-
ritury of the islad, bt they 2! clunge 10!
their Fi<heries, and that peace guarantesd
them the exclusive privilege over the lepzer
part of the const. “The peice of 1763 con-
thned the siene privilege. By the peace
of 1783 the Freuelt exclugive right of fixhe
ing on the ceast of Newfmumdlmd was 10
conunrnve ott the east coast st Cape St
Juhn, aud thenea to evtend round-the Strai
of Belle Iale, including a'l the western shore
as furas Caps Ray. That i« to say, lho-J
extlusive fishing av g e T RN LU 2
them. The revo'utionnrs war, of ¢ourse,
deprived them lor the 1ime of the privilege,
bt it was regained a1 the peace of 1814.—
The sovereignty, however, over the New-
fonndlnd waters had not been enjoyed all
this time by the Euulish colonist without
prodocing some feehmgs of proprictosshyp,
and from the pesce of 1814 10 the presem
tima the exclusive rizhts of the French
fishernmien have been a constant grevanee
to the Engalish co'onist and a subject of dis-
pute. He has never acquiesced in them,
aud, if we are to trust the statement in tlus
report, his arzuments have at 1imes influ-
enced the Coleunial office, aud obtained Jan-
guage from it discrediting the French right.
However, the French risht bis never been
formally disallowed, but tias, with this un-
der-protest and murmus agaiust ity gone on
to the present time, lnasmuch, however,
as any permanent dispute on such a sub-
ject whatever might be the righis of i1, was
dizddeantazeons, and led to collisions be-
tween fishing parties, and angry feeling
genrrally, it was:thought best a short time
ayo 10 review the whole question, and the
yeault.of this question tetween the French
aud Ena'ish Guveraments wasthe Conven-
tion whivh 18 exciting, just now, »0 much
indignation in Newtoundland.

This Convention confiims the French
prisilege of excluxive fishm secured by
the Peace of 1814. and 10 1-e extent laid
down in the treaty of 1783, which the peace

of 1814 recognized,—that is tn say, {rom

cape S Jolin, on the cast coast, 1o Cape
fLiv, onthie exttente suuth west cortier, . ¢,
hakf the east and the whole of the west coust
of Newluudlitnd,  Bur, this bemg the gren-
eral prnetplo of the Convention, u modsti-
vation is minde, by which the French give
up a certuin pint of the west coast, 7. e,
the part between the Homber and Cape
Ray, about 1 0 wmiles, to Enalish fizhine
vaclusively, in excliange for 80 miles? lish-
m an the coast of Lubisadon, to be enjuyed
by them in common with the Eunghsh. h
st be wdded, bhowever, thit Lom the lne
ot coitst miven up to excinsive English tish-
my, live fishiug ports, with n neighborhool
of three imles, coast attaching o each, 1=
excepted, aid retamed eaclugively by the
French,

Now, thia being the arranzemnent, ous
first impression certuinly wonld be that the
Engtish side had the best of the bargain.—
I'hy conflirmation of the French privilepe
will, of course, disguat those who have dis
putedd its right, but it that privilese is mm-
ter of trety this part of the present Con-
vention cannnt be helped.  We bave no ul-
ternative but 1o conlinn . The enly pan
of the Convention which waz optivnat is the
watter ol exchnnge, amd liere, as we say,
we seem at first siglt to have the Hest of

ol-u Licomeosanny
il TG

Ab
coust, with the exception of tive fishing
ports and three miles attachine W each, e
irarnferred frn the eaclusive use of Freneh

10 the exclusive use of the Eozhsh fisher-

men, while, in exchunge tor this total trans -
ter, the Freach are only adintied 1o an
eyl share with the Enalish of 80 milesof
the eenst of Labrador,  ‘Phis tianster is in-

deed catled by the Legistaive Counel of

Newfomndiand, ¢ the retemion by the Bri-

ligh of the eaclusive use of our oten coast,” i w

whieh betng considered thie uithodoX axpect
of i1, of eourse 1he Council * thanks yon for
wotling.?  But what does the €Council
meas by «Conrown ceast 72 1 they mean
our own for ondimiry infunld parposes, uolbo-
dy denigs that, becanse the const_for such
purnosea of conrge, aped gl poacise

SN ot the teratory of e istand; but’

anea & propriviavalinp of the coast ax this iy
wholly inelevant 1o the pressnt quesiion,—

I ihey snear by s> onr own coast,?? oir own  be luund for him,

coust fur fishing, that is et troe, The
Connenl o Newtouudland provecds upon
the tacit sssumption thato as londs of the
terntory ot Newfonudland, the coust of
Newtoundlaml patmalty belongs to tiem,
with its Fisheries and everything apper-
taining to it. But that is the very distine-
pon which those successive treaties ae-
hnowledwed at the Peace of 1814 made.—~
They separated ihe Fisheries of Newtound-
laudd from the terntory. It mnst be con-
fessend thut such an arrangementis anank
ward one.  Every *squire likes 1o have the
fishing of the river winch runs by his es-
tate.  The tand and the water go together
w oue natant! ideas.  But arrangements by

‘treuty, however artiticial they may Le, must

bre ubserved.

Tt is no waonder that, assuming so hizh o
aronued of proprietorship, the  Conucil of
Newlonudlamt grumbles at this Convention.
But independently of this fundamental bio
upony the Convention. that 1t recognizes
French tizht, the Council also finds tanht
with the particular bargain made, aud pro
wounces itself much the loser ia the ex-
chanae of a share of the Lubrador Fishe-
ries for the exclusive use of half the wes
coust of Newfouudland, The exception of
the five fishwnr poris trom this latter trans
fer is pronounced-to depreciate the value o
the concession so much that it is hardly
worth-sccapting.  These five fishing ports,

ROt ——

they sady *ate e only paits atony that
stiore to s i which a vessel of auy swe
vitn approach or fire,?? while s¢the concut-
rent righia’? in Lubrador will ¢ operate to
the prejudice it not the extinction ot British
merests?? Thay diaw an alarming pie-
ture of * codlish diveited from migration
by the enonmoes « Seina® and ¢ Bultows"
of French fishing ;3 1hey complain of the
penmtssion givento * luke? ¢ hernng®? and
socupim’ as baits they appeal to the boun-
ty gaven by the French Goverinent, 501,
tur each man of the crew when the fisloare
drict at New foundfind, s 300 when the
tish nre tuken to Fratnes vndeed, ax giving
the Freneh fishenven an unfaic advantage,
against which the Enghsh cannot compete,
We are unable, of course, th the atwenice
of moper lncal information to decide upon
the detai 8 iuvolved ip such a cwivention as
this. The esception ot e live fishing
oits from the line of corst given up to the
nelish ey be & great drawback from that
concessionn for anything we kuow to the
contrary 3 and we are uware that in such

o b

artangements Freuch diplomaey has before
now shown i«eif mote skilfal than onrown,
Rut the first impressions which these come

lainte from Newloundland certainly ruise,

A 15, that what they aro eally angiy with is
lrent and fifty miles of”

the faet that the Convention has tecognized
a1 all, or 1o any extent, the French exclue
sive pavileges of fishing on the coust of
New ['uumll;uul.

FROM OUR 1.ONDON CORRESPONDENT.

Loxnon, April 24, 1857,

Me. Hayter has issued his mandate.—
Han, inembers are wvited in a 10yal sort ot
eqnivalent (o a command, 1u Lie pre-
sent ot the upening of Parlinment on the
30ih. The Minisiry are ginding up their
loins. Four of their number are withoet
seats, name'y, Mr. F. Peel, Admiml Ber-
keler, Viscount Mouck, aud Mr, J. Ball,
Undizr-Secretary for the Colonies, “Fhe twe

1-nre +aal 1o finve 1esiggved their appoint-
wens, ax they can rendar 10 service unless
they nre in parhament, Mr. Pesl retaing
aoftive, and it is hoped that a vicancy may
I fuet it is announced
that General Williams will vaeate his seat
for Calne, in orler to muke way for the
Under-Secretary for War. It is not abso-
lutely essential _that Admiml Berkeley
should be in the House, and ho may 1here-
fore retain hia seat at the Admirally Board,
There has been a misunderstanding be-
tween the Prewier aud the Secretary for
Lieland, Mr. Horstoan, 1t seems that the
latter, instead of puing over to breland after
hea revirn for Stroud, went to Scotlund to
touk abter his own affais, the consequence
of which was that ¢ the Irish elections were
mismanuged.?”  This is the repor, lhouyh
ane ean handiy sree how the Secretary for
Treland conld nfluence the constituencies
in any legitimate way w the choive of re-
preseittatives.  Any liow, ¢ the vsual good
temper of Lord Palmerston™ was riled.—
Mr. Horsman was calfed npon furan expla-
nation, and the consequence was the resig-
nation of this zeutieinan. For a ima it was
confidently stated that Mr. Bernal Osborne,
the Sevretyry to the Admirally would hiave
the vacaney, but it is now mmored that the
Jiffetenves fur the present have been arran.
god,  There is much gossip as to the min-
sstenal intentions,  Some declare that noth-
ing of imponance -will be attempted this
vear on acconnt of want of time. Others
-{eclare thut Lord Palmierston is ready with
+ Reform Bill; which will: seek to-please
toth the Liberals and Conservatives, of




