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ALMOST TOO LA TE.
tr"01 IIOu.xs led a b)USy life. Heoneuo a littie

&ferit celled the Oaks, about tire miles frein
Wclwyu, Hertfordshire. Ho liad a nico bright

IvifQ, and tîtîco protty, good-temnpOed ciiildren. lc
livcd in tho days of stage coaches, wvliexî the roads -%eto
kid aîid people did itot travel about as noir, and ien
it ivas quite aitcirent te go to London.

The fermer nover loft home, lie disliked straxîge
faces aîîd strangoe places toe mucli. Tîtoughi tîtojourney
betwcn W'elwyn and London occupied only a foiv
lioetrs, lie lied but once in bis life been te the great
lietrepolis. Ro lied io pleesant rcnibrauce of lus
visit; it compriscd so0mb of tîto saddest days lie lied

Ovrspent.
"Oue titing happening ivill tempt nie te Loudon

Tgi, otî said te ]lis ivife.
"I understand," sie answerod.
«Ycs, yenl kno%, Susan. If Nolly evor shoinld Caine

1bck euid asic nme te go aud sec lier, I would set off te
Loiiden or anywhore cîse ivitliin reasouable distance."

" Poor Touxl 1 " replied Mis. Helis, 8oftly, I wisli

Neily would corne bek to us, for your sael< as wvell n.1
lier own. l'in afraid you ivill nover hear of lier again.
Sile miust have been a %vidoir for four ycars ; surely shù
%voul scck hoelp from youi if she ivere alivo."

I often thinik se, yeti 1 nover forget te pla y tiat,
alto niay corne. I alwvays finish up witli ' Thy wvill be
donc,' for God knovs bcst, Susan."l

Nelly Hollis liad loft lier brother's home tell ycare
boforo the tinie of wihi we %vr.to. Sie rail awvay te,
London, and niarried a man who ivas not wvorthy of
lier, Toin followed lier, but was too lato to prevent
lier liaving lier own wvay. Ilo camne home witl a
hceavy hiert, and this iras -'wliy hoe nover carod ta
repeat his visit to Londont. lRe said to blis sister at
parting, "If ever you -%vaut a friend, reinenber 1
love YOuI."

:NdIlly believcd iii the ivisdoni of the choico site liad
made, and -%as very angry, and quite sure Tom judgcd
lier liarshly. Four xnonths laer she %vrote a fewv lines
to say site %vas starting that day, wvitlt lier husband, te
Ainerica. Six years passod bofore further tidings came
of lier, and thon Tom learnt, in a roundabout way,
that siteiras a widow. More lie did not know, and
lie could only w'ondor ivliat N\elly iwes doing; hîow sIte
ivas living; and senietimes lie feared his wiifo v'a
righlt, and thet lie would nover more hear of his
sistor.

iThe seeson lied becu a good ene for the farmers, and
the harvest supper was fixed for ne vory distant date.
lb ivas the lest; day of August. Tem's heart; was full
of ilftnklfulness when lio tose iu thù mornijg. Hl&
owrncd God's baud ini ail that bef'dU in; hoe thankeài
Iii for the fine wcatlîer, and for lis good crops; and,
as ho breutlied tho sweet rnorning air, lie exclainied,

13


