
FRIENDLY GREETINGS.

THE UNSEEN RA ND.

SLI 13EN AMRAM was one of tho ricbest of bis
tribe. Ho had tison from humble circumn-J
stances to lîigh boueur ; from poverty to groat

%vealtb. Ris ships floated on xnany sons, hie mer-
chandise was the produco of numereus lands, bis famte
rcsouuuded tlîtough aIl hie nation.

When Jotlîam, Bon Amiram's enly son, bcd attainod
the age of manhood, bis father gave hîim a purso of

Iod, and bade hlmt go and makze morcluandiso tliore-
witlî. "lBe diligent, îny son," lie said, "ho prudent,
and bo fortunate. A mn's success depends uipun
limscîf ; tho blossing of
Ged follows tlîe band of
thue dlili.gent."

"bute lie was yot
speaking with hile soni, a it

îîîossenger arrivcd front 1

a distant city-the
bearer of a letter from r

lus brother ,Totrli. Dis-
tress, suddcîî and sovere, i. 1r o Ili 9
liad fdlcun upon iîn :1
the hand of Ged was 1i
pressing him sore. Fine y~i

and flood hll dcvourcd
hie possessions. Sick-
noss hall weakened luis
strength by the way. Ile v*
thietefère entreated ]îis
brother Eli te lend lir
lifty piocos of silvet, to
preservo Iilm and tho
wvife aud cliildrcn ef lus
bosom front utter rtin.

Eli ias auugry beu'auso
blis brother liad beceme
poor ; and lio said te lus
son .Tothîani, "I ivilh
qënd Iiini si% tintes as-
nuuch as hoe aâks, but,
,vit1ual, I ittl rebtîke hit
slîarply, for hoe bias boon
negligont.. A %vise and--
prudent mnal wvill guard
itgainst cvii, or, fereoeing it, lie will buide bunself it

le the fool atone wlîu, pasîng on, us punisbed. 11e
wvill thrive well who loktite lis own affairs9. Go,
nty son, entertain the messcnger untit 1 liav. e writtcîî
te My brothier."

Se Eli Bon Aitiram wrote a letter te bis brother,
full of bitter verds ; and putting jute a bag thre
hundred pieces of slver, wvhicb. afterwards ho secitrcd
'with. hie own signet, lie rat down te await the return
of the messonger.

Suddenly the spirit of slumber fell upon Bon
Ainram, and glimpises of the Invisible were revealed
te hlm, i visions. Before hlm stoodl a youth of noble
and coxnmanding form, clothed, ln flowing garb.- In
hie hand ho hotd a wand of ivory. A strange awe

oppressed the mind of te leeper at this vision ý

novertholoss, though suibduied, hie spirit su-ak net in
uttor dismay.

IlU Bi 1 on Amraii," said tho strangor, Ilcanst thou

avoid the poverty into whieh thy brothor Jorali has
fallen ? »

Bon Âmram smiled proudly as lie replied, 'il have
avoidod it.>

"I litlierte thon liast," rejoinod the istranger, "r,

rather, hitherto God bath pîospercd tho ivork of thy

liands and given thc wealth. le xnay also witli
drawv it'»

"The blessing of Qed'," answvored Ben Amirani,

"tests on the diligent and prudent mann."
WVoa1tlî is net always a blessing-," repliod, the

stngr, "inasmuch as
miorùlas semectirnes use

*-it te tlieir ouin hurt.
SYet it isoeeof tic geoci

gif ts of God, wvhich
Iobestowethl on ene

dînd ivjthlio1deth front
aliwther. ElU Bon Amn-
rani, look on the past i"

The vibitor wdvcd bis
wand, and paszed. lus
Iland evet the oyes of
the sl. L pet. Thon did
a tliLlk luist MI1 tic
apartnmczit, wvhi1e a colil
tili agitated for a

* nient tic wltulo franitt
of the boastful nucrchait.

J The înist diiided, and
D'u, Aniramn sawv, iii dis

~ J!' ~ Laidt Perspective, the
]huiiii ,f his, ctildhoatl.

~ utlîful. formis ivere
bsortiug VunD( the wuI1

inuniL.-red liearth. IlL
010knuw t',1,4 te ho Lis

bruther Jurai and blis
sî.,tCr Ketuira l, wIliiký

" with another shadowy
forni, lie fle:t hlimself tlo
bo identified.

lie saw that boy exu-
vironed by pontls and

temptations-hedless and. uneuzis<,ious of them ail,
and yet cscaping thrnt. Anetiior stop iii that course

wvotild have brouiglit hlim witliin the grasp of doatlî,
whon suddenly it wasw abaxiduned. Another muve-

nient in this direction wouid hauve plunged humi into

errors as fatal te tho spirit, wlîen, -%vithoitt adequato

apparent cause, lie stopped and turrned asido.
"Wl,5 doth tho cbild avoid dangers ho kncweth

net of ?" asked Eli Bon Amram.
IlLook more closely," raid the stranger. AuJ wvben

Bien Amram looked, ho saw, hovering rtbove an(l

*areund the boy, dimn and shadowy, yet becemlng mort

distinct the longer it was gazed on, the foruu of a haîud.
*It was this baud hie now saw whîichi guided and up-

hield, intorposod wlieu danger wvas near, auJ avertedl

the threatened stroke.


