
Ebte Nont ab ffortigit Iecob.

inalude the site of Eden, it certainly arn-
bracs the reting place of the Ark of Noah ;
and it stili bas representatives of the de-
scendants of Shem, Ham, and Japheth in the
various nationalities now found in the cun-
try. It is the land of' Abrahîam, and ofJob),
and eof Jonah. The ashes of Mordecai and
Esther lie buried at Ramadan. It was in
titis land that Daniel became instrumental
in one of the greateet moral revoluitions
evcr wrought in any nation by a single
man. Great.empire.9 and advanced civilisa-
tions bave arlsen and passed away on this
broad field. Nneveh and Khorsabab are
grepiresetîtatives of their buricd grandeur,

îhle thousands of ancient inscriptions
found on rocks and tablete, constitutes their
epitaph.

The country bas been rendered memnor-
able hy ruali et' thre great ceuquests which
have affected the destiny of the wbole
human race, and it bas been invested with
pathetie interest by mournfal captivities of
Jews and others, in various ageu. Even in
our day the Nestorians, living between
Persians and Turkish Roords, between
Semnite and Shihite secte of' Moslem-
victims of rapacity and persecution on overy
hand-seemn te represent, the traditional, lot
of suffering and outrage which for centuries,
have characterized the country.

And yet there ie nowhere a more beauti-
fui land. "'Only man is vite." Barrennees
now exists, but irrigation, protectcd by good
governiment, reiglit yet restore that fruîtful-
ness whicb in other ages sustained the dense
populations of mighty empires.

«lAbout two-thirds of the country," sya
the late Justin Perkînii, D. D., <the western
portion, lies in Turkey, comprising xnuch.
of Assyria, or modern Koordistan ; and the
eastern third is in old Media, the north-
western province of Modern Peria, nowr
callcd Azembiin. Tire former portion is
physxcally one of the wildest and ruughest
regione on the globe, abotinding in scenery
of îîurpas;ing grandeur and sublimity, and
ie in -id by the flot less wild Koorde,
among whom, and in proximity te whocn,
many ot the Netoritins dwell, tii laiely
suttlject te lavriess extortion and violeat
plunder t'romn those redoubtable neighbors.
The Nestorians betook theniticlvcs ce those
uoinutains nt an early period, as an asylîqm

tom deadly persecatiens, bnving less te
fear, in the violent cuiburâts of Pagan and
Mohatuniedan fîtnaticism, frotu the savages
of the nieuntains than froin the more civil-
ized in hahitants of the plains on cither side.
In the lui eof persecutien, during the fcw
Mnt centuries, they have gradually spread

theuselves dowrn inte Persia. The Persian
parrof tbeir country il one of the messl

beutiful on which the suit ever shone, con.
listing of several of the niost charming
?crsian plains; boundcd on thc eust by the

Lake of 0roomaîah, 'îhîeh is ninety mailes
long and thirty miles broîtd, while the tower-
ing ranges eof Ioordistan rear a lofty, snow-
cap)ped barrier on the west. Oroon2isb,.
lying on the middle section of' the lake, and
separated from other plains by bold ridgez
that mun transversely fromi the higher meun-
tain ranges quite te its margin, ie the largest
district orcupieti by the Nesterians, aud it
je the principal seat et' Presbyteriau mis.-
sionary operations. The atmhosphere of aUl
tîtat region is ise clear that the naked oye
with esse traces objecte distinctly at the die-
tance of' a hundred miles, which would
hardly be visible one-fouth that distance is%
America, and readily descrice celestiîsl
bodies, seen elsewhere ont>' by the &id of a
tclescope. Indeed much of Persia, under
its brilliant elcy, is se fair as te be almost.
fuir>'; abounding in luxuriant fielde, vine-
yards, and orchards, and smiling wich taste-
fui gardens eof bright and fragrant fiowers,
rstudded with gurgling fountains and shady
arbours, and vocal with the notes of' warbi-
ling uightingales and other musical birds."

THE PEOPLE.
The Neutoriacis derive their naume frein

Nestorius, who iras cendecnned for hcresy
by the Ceuncil et' Ephesue, A. D. 431, ani
who died in palatal exile ini Lybia. Thougi
holding some peculiar views in regard te
the Trinity, the rcii offence et' which hie was
gnilty was bis early Protcstantism. Ha re-
fused te caul the Virgin Mary the '<Mother
et' God,"j and be oppoeed many eft' he coir-
ruptions et' the Cbnrch. Hie, followera
though greatly debased, still rejeet ail image
worship, confesion to priests, the doctrine
et' purgatory, &z. Altogether the Nestoriaris
nnmber about eue hundred, and fifty thon-
sand, of whom one-third are in Persia, aud
two-thirds in Turkish Roordistan. Tbey
stand in the relation et' oppressed tenants
toward the Mohammnedans, ameng whomn
they dwell, bcing cultivators of the soit, and
artisans in tlie more cominon and useful
meehanical trades. One people, while liv-
iiîg in the two contigueus Empires of Tur-
key and Persia, thev partake incuch et' the

rsetve lucal peculiarities of the two parte
cf their country ; those in the Turkish por-
tien, Koerdi:>tan, being rude, untutored,
bold and dcfiant, and those in the mild and.-
s unny clîme ot' Persia possessimîg mnîch of
tic blundriese and suavity commutn te ait
classes la that genial ccuntry. They are a
noble race et' men; cnanly and athictie,
baving finae fornis and geool complexions.
They are alec natnrally a blircwd, active,
and intelligent people, yet remarkably ar-r
less, affable, andhospitable, and pecculiarly
accessible for missionary plîrposes.
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That which, gires te the Nestoriana a

peculisir interest le tie missionary character
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