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,i non gain prcvailing in Maîdagascar ; and centres of spiritual light
forth boe and there ail along the coast of the vast continent of Aff.ita,

ighthouses gleaiîg on the shores of a dark and stoirmy sen.
The past year haa been one of commotion and sore trouble te, niny lands,

but ail has tended, se far te, the furtheranee of the Gospel. It is the day eof
preparation. tod is overturning, overturning, ovèrturning tili lie âhal reign
vihose right it is te reign-tili Dis Church is, completed and ail lis oyri l)eo-
pie are gathered fromn the four winds of' Heaven and mnade joyf'ul at the mar-
niage supper of' the Lamb. \Ve înay not, ho able te, tell at the present mo-
ment wiiat good îiurpose ivili ho served by the astouniding events that are
transpiring, but faith pitrces the cleud, mounts abovo the glecm, and reposýes
in the lyendrous enhun ef that blissful regrion where the ligât of God is uneb-
soured by any :slh4d0wv.

Some sections cf the Church bave been severely tried and troubler_ during
the past year. Civil viar bas maddened brother against brother; the wails eof
Zion bave been rudely shahken, and barriers of separatien have beecu erceted
ivhere ail was ontc unity and love.. Other sections have been rcfrcshved with
showers cf reviving, grace. In Canada a great breach vins bealed and a glo-
riou,3 union efl'ected aniong P1resb3 terian brethren. IBut let us novi look nearer
home.

No pei'iod could have heen more critical in the history cf our (Jburch than
that tbrough which vie have passedl witbin a year. Surrounded by many one-
mies, net knowing the full strcngtb of our friends, there were fears cf ceming
dangeis. Encinies denouneed the union ns thîse and hollow, and propbesied
its speedy dissolution. iNotb,,g wvould satisfy tbem short cf an extensive se-
cession 1iom our happy nnd barmionieus fold. Crafry men devised cratfy
plans te bring this evii upc» us; but they ovcrreachied tiieniselves, ; nd God
cf is great goodness bas preservcd us in pence and unity until this day. Tho
cl uls have ail vanishcd rievi; scarcely a speck is i.bove the hoîizon ; the.sweet
spirit cf brotberly love inspires every bicart. We have been baptiz..d together
in joy and in deep Forrow. Our tearq have minglcd as tbey Ibli overth
graves of Gordon and cf Johnston ; and our unitcd prayers bave ascceided te
our Rledeciner's throne. We have realized the fact that ours is co Lord, one
faith, one baptizm ; God bas made us one, and by his good fiand heiping us
ne mn shall put us asîmder.

A~ fevi wesklings bave been scduced frein their stedfustness by the hait cf
worldly advantage; a few, by appeals te sihly prejudices; and a few have loft
for a more conigenial connexion in order te escape iinpending discipline.
Wilile vie dpeply regret the Ioss cf co adberent througli fàithlessness or sin
or iveakue.,s, we catiînot but, rejoice and express our ahounding gratitude te our
leavenly FAther fer our nurnerical strength as a Cbureb.-for the stringenoy
cf our discipine-the purity cf our communion, and for car sotindness in the
faith. True, imperfections cf porteutous magnitude may stili eleave te, our
wcorking; vie do net live a1cd aet up te cur privileges or professions. We are
indolent and unwatchful. Alas, that it should be sol StilI let us tbankfuhly
aekuowiedge the progress,we have mïade, and strive eagery for 8h11l bigber
attaiû»Ments. and a mûre satisfaetery position.

The census of the year that is gene shows that while we mado some pro.-
gress, vie are stili far bebind otlier bodies ef Christians iyhose systeins cf be.
lief we decni in some iueasure erroneous and whose advantages are inferior to
ours. Wby sbould it be se? Wby should our respected brethren cf other
dènominaticus increase at the rate of forty per cent in ten yeurs, vhile our jute


