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field on the eve of the contest; with (ail-
ing to take the plattorm against the G.T.
P. scheme, with having been sandbagged
into silence, lest some secret which | lear-
ed to bave come out should be exposed;
and with having arranged that 1 should re-
ceive $160,000 as soon us the scheme out-
lined shounld be carried «ut.

These statements Mr. Blair characterizes
as ‘‘a tissue of falsehoods from beginning
to end.”’ He says that Sir Wilfrid Laor-
ier, so fur from forcing him to desist,
did pot even suggest that he should not
take vart in the campaign. He mentions
Mr. Russell's name onve, to deny that
any dispate regarding money had arisen
between them.

Mr. Russell is not so reticent in the use

of Mr. Blair's name. He evidently likes
his sudden rige from obscurity to fame by
the coupling of his name with the names
of those in high places. 1f Mr. Russell
cannot occupy the seats of the michty he
is willing to crawl under them. He is re-
ported from Montreal as saying:—
Hon. A.G. Blair aud myself have instructed
our lawyers to at once commence criminal
proceedings against the Montreal Herald,
the only rea!)ousihla journal which has co-
pied the malicious attack upon us. 1t is
only fair to Mr. Blair for me to state that
when | persuaded him to resign his posi-
tion as chairman of the railway commis-
sion tiere was no understanding that he
would tage the slnmg‘ 1 assumed that
when be was attacked he would take the
stump. and so believing, 1 wired the editor
ot the St. Jobn Telegraph that bhe would
do 0 inside of 48 hours. 1 adm t that | as-
samed too mnch but 1 can assore the pub-
lic that Sir Wilfrid Laurier nor anybody
else ever sandbagged him into silence. He
defies any mewmber of the Liberal party to
make the charge.

Mr Russell is great in the use of the word
*‘responsible’’ An irresponsible paper is
douhtless a paper that is not responsible to
Mr Russell—La Presse for e.ample. He is
dense enongh to fail to see that a reference
to responsible papers in announcing an
action for criminal libel 1s misplaced

“‘Dave’’ Rnssell says that when he per-
snaded Mr. Blair to resign from the rail-
way commisson he assumed that Mr. Blair

EVENTS,

wonld take the stump, and this is his juste
itication for telegraphing the nt. John Te-
legraph ‘‘Mr. Blair will take the swump
within the next 48 honrs”’. Why couldn’t
the persuasive Dave persuade Mr. Blair to
take the stump? Most people are now con-
vinced Ly the discussion brought on by the
article iu these cclumns Nov. 26, and
which was commenced in the daily press
by the Toronto World Dec. 3, that a gigan-
ue political plot was hetched in which
Mr. Bluir was to be used as the central
figare whose virtue could no longer tole-
rute the vices of his time. Liberal cabi-
uet ministers were to be arrested on fake
charges, Liberal candidates were to be
purchased to act as traitors to their party
on nomination day. Liberal newspapers
were bought up, and at a signal the
wines were all to be sprang and the coun-
try stampeded into overturning thegovern-
ment. The first step was actually taken.
Mr. Russell ‘‘persnaded’’ Mr. Blair to re-
sign his $10,000 position, and immediately
telegraphed his papers in St.Joha that Mr.
Blgir would take the stump ‘‘within 48
hours.’’ No surmise or speculation about
that. Precise and aunthoritative.

Explanations seem to be the order of the
day. First Mr. Kussell explained. Then
Mr. Blair, having first been closeted with
Mr. Russell at tne Windsor Hotel in Mon-
treal, made an explanation. Then Mr. J.
Lambert Payne made a repudiation of a
dastardly accasation. Next Mr. R. L.
Borden denied that he knew anything
about any of these matters, or that he had
any hand in inducing Mr. Blair to resign.
Mr Wm. Mackenzie is said to have denied
that his firm bad anything to do with the
affair, and thig denial will be uccepted if
for no other reason than that it was not in
the interest of the Canadian Northern Ry.
to have a change of government.

The public have not discussed anything
with such keen interest for many yearsand
they want to know the truth. Can’t Mr.
Russell be ‘‘persnaded’’ to tell?




