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a portion of the muriatic acid in the salt tol
unite with the lime, therdsy rendering it
more soluble, while the swda It is then free
to combine with any acids in the muck, and
form soluble salts, thus making the com-
posted materiatmore quickly availableasplant
food for the coops to which it is applicd, 1t
is worth experimenting whethior salt, if ap-
plied to bLarn-yard manure by throwing a
little over the compost heap or yard once in
a while, would make it more valuable and
quickly available 1y the univn promoid be-
tween the different materials in the manure
heap.
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Norway Sprace as Hedge Shelter.

Some wecks sinee I had oceasion to visit
the nurzery gardens at Leslieville, amd whilst
there carefully exmmned the various hedges
that are planted out, as proof of the efliciency
of the various sorts,

The Buekthorn certainly makes a very
handsome hedge, but it affords no shelter
when most reyuired in winter, and as a farm
fence many years must clapse before. it will
afford protection against cattle; and one great
fault all-the Thorn tribe have, is that it is
almost impossible to mend 2 gap in an old
hedge, cansed by accident or otherwise, by
planting young guicks, as it is a well known
fact that the old plants rob the youngones to
such an extent as to seriously dwari their
growth, if not to kill them outright,

Hemlock hedges have a more serious ob-
jection; the plants are very ditlicult to he
made to grow, and although the hed e wiren
grown atfords good shelter, yet it Decotnes |
hollow and bare at hottwm in a few yeurs.

Norway Sprace, on the contrary, grows
frecly, and, from some cuise, ol pluts do !l
not prevent youn ¢ mies fron \
planted in ther vieimit s, The evjense,
however, of Npruce jlants ab present prices
will, it is faaved, prevent its weneral intro Tie
tion as favm sheleer; bat for lawnand garden |
ornamental heldies, fe
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wos and sheiter, i s
altogethier wasurpassed. The wrawtnns rapid.
If the pecnidar growth of the Norvay Sver
or Black Spraces notived, it wilt he observed
that when wny e of the eind sheots s ent
off, two or three wiil spront at the next
joint to supply the went. Another great
excellence is that the growth is oniy m the
spring, so that you need not le prutsay
several times daring the year, as is the case
With svaie ornamental garden hedges, 1t you
would have them look well.

1§, when first establishinga homestead, we
were to appropriate a few rods of ground for
the purpose of growing these vlants, together
with Horse and Buckeye Chestnuts, Moun-
tain Ash, Locust, and several mome of the
ornamental trees, the cost would he quite
nominal, and in a few years we should have
an abundance of the vazious kinds, to em-
bellish our homes and defend them from the

cold winds and frosts, as nothing will defend
a garden border from carly frost so much as

a thick evergreen hedge closo to it. The above
seeds can readily be procured, hut donut on
any account trust to the Canadian variety of
Spruce; they are worthless for the purposc
of hedges, as they will not bear cuttiug, and
get hollow and Lare at bottum directly.  No
other kind will anawer so well as the Nor-
way variety. o
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Selection of Sced.

One of the most important 1tems ot tarm
cconomy that calls just now for special con-
sileration is the proper selection of sced
wheat.  Ilepeatedly during the last two
years has the attentton of farmers heen called
to this subject. The results of carefully se-
lected sced have been very foretbly exempli-
tied by the prodigious yiclds of certain new
varieties of grain and routs, such as the Nor-.
way oats and Early Rose potatoes. The
productiveness of these novelties has not
been due toany particular quality of manure
used, or any remarkably extra good land,
but chielly to renewed seed. 1 have myself
seen Early Rose potatoes yiclding fifteen to
twenty good marketable potatoes irom one
single eyc orset, and these potatoes were as
large a3 eggas on the Sth day of June last,
and were grown as ordinary potatoes in the
open ground, and without extra culture in
any way. There are many similar examples
that might be cited, but these failiar cases
will serve the present purpoce,

The principle involved is further illus-
trated in the case of wikl aniimals.  Thesc
do not deterivrate or degencrate, notwith
standing the constant interemir-o Twtween
relations, in fast ve-sowing a ain anl agamn
the same secl; andl why is th's? Sl
beeause the largest, strongest and ot 1
sotous males are alaays masters, anl the
poor weahly memboers are driven away aand
not allowed to procreate the specio-. Weare
1t not for this, wild anumals would have be-
come dwarfs long since,  The law of nature
wiech thus secures the perpetuation of the
species i undommshed vigour and periee-
tron 1> eacmplilied among the compuntively
solitary beasts of prey, such as the hon, ac
well as among the gregarions tribes wlieh
multiply more rapidly, such as the wild dee
of our vwn forests.  These alt have retained
from time immemorial their orviginal propor-
tions and physical development.  The only
cause that has been found practically to -
luence size and power is scarcity of food,
and oeeasionaily this has exerted a deteriora-
ting elfect whete civi.ization has encroached
on the natural resources of the wild animal.
Now, we may follow out the same train of
thought, and apply it to the vegetable king-
domas well astotheanimal. But inthe case of
vegetables thete is no passion that compels
the weaker to retire.  The poor dwindled
seed, therefore, so long as it retains its vege
tative power, wili produce its kind m abun.
dance, but in constantly deterioratingquality,

Hence it follows that, in our artificial hus.
bandry, we should select all our best and
tincst productions for propagativn, and reject
all inferior specitmens as utterly untit for the
ptitpuse of reproduction,

The adea of changing eeed 18 no doubt ex-
cellent, and the practice nas otten heen found
benetieial; but 1t may be questioned whether
in these cases the benetit 15 not due to the su-
perior quality of the new seed rather than
the mere change. The selection has pro-
bably been caretully marle fromna farm of
noted excellence, and more than usual care.
ful culture has been adopted, so that a pro-
duct of improved qualuty is seeured, The
benetit 1s, however, sson lost by the farmer
who trusts alone to such a way of Leeping up
s supply.  No doubt * hike produces like,*
and a tine crop i3 often due to this course,
though generally somewhat inferior to the
sample sown; the sneceeding crop will pro-
bably be reduced in quality and quantity,
and ultimately all the original excellence will
have disappearal.  We neeid, then, some sys-
tem, in order to keep up the good qualities of
any sample.  Admiteing the henefit of a
change of sced, admitting also that new va.
ricties of seed from hybridization are often
valuable, still the most important means at
our command is the selecting the finest and
best of thecrop for the coming season.

Last harve s T carednliy examined a erop
of wheat, and with a pair of acivaors cut off
the upper portion of a great many ecars.
The
middle puts were nest cut of; and also
threshed and preserved separately. The lower

These wore threstn Tant an 1 put by,

emis wer s t) en threshed out, and the cumples
There was amanifest difference.
The peo Tuet of the top was epally plump,
but vk saatler, and wmoreaver only von-
tainedl two corns ina chest. The middle
were fuil avl plomp, and contained three
corns i achest, The Jewor was a mediun
between the madidle amd top, hetterm sample
than the top, Int not as vaed asthe mididle;
aml abo may of them had only two cerns

Now. on countng the number
of chests s land o o er o carns pro-
duced, T iognd thrt the vbl of the top was
not only sendier an the s of the geain, but
more taan one-thind lews in munber, and a
proportionate decrease tollowed the lower
parts of the ears commrel with the mididle.
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i chest,

Now, we caunot supphoae that wheas grown
during a succession of seasons from ears, or
parts of ears, that contained two corns in
chest, would have the same tendeney to pro-
ducethree corns in a chest as that which had
previously always grown the largest number.
And it hence follows, that it is of great im-
portance to grow that portion of the wheat
car for seed that had previously produced
the best quality of grain and the greatest
namber of kernels.  The true way to accom-
plish these very desirable ends is to follow
the course 1 adanted; but this wonld involve

30 much labour that no field of wheat could



