
fIie a Canadiaib Oyster. :5

rudiment of the sheli becomes visible. The first trace
ts a large pit ealled the shiell-gland on the back of the

an.mal, mistaken by Broôkes for the gut. This pit
flattens out and forms on the second *day a saddle-
shaped area, at the sides of -which two small caleareous'
particles (Fig. 2) show the incipient sheli.

The sheil grows larger day by day tili on the sixth
day it hall covers the animal. On this day, the last to
wbich. the artificially reareci larvae lived, the solid mass
of celis originating from division of the larger blas-
tonieres becomes hiollowed out, and constitutes the
stomach, and the mouth opening ean be seen. There
can also, be seen behind the rnouth on each side a little
hollow vessel withi a vibrating sphere within it. These
are the otoc.ysts,, the so-called ears, wvhich are found
througrhout all Mollusca in the region of. the foot. As
the Oyster bas no foot they tire not found in ; t when
aduit, and it is an interesting fact here recorded, so far
as I amn a-ware for the first ti 'nie, that they areý foind in
the larvae. They are cal]ed ears, but their principal
:ftnction is not hecaring, but keeping the animal in-
forrned of its position -with regard to the vertical, and so,
enable it to balance it.self. One is rerninded of the fact
t'hat the semi-circular canals in the human. ear have a
similar £tmc'tion. The later larvae whieh were cap-
tured by the tow-net are characterised by possessing a
straiglit hinge, to the sheil totally unlike the hinge of
the aduit. The front part of the enimal can now be
completely withidrawn -witbin the valves. The ridge ofÇ
sIdn. bearing the powerful cilia, the prototroch, lias
gro-wn into a pair of lobes and .is io-w termed the
"velum." It is suspected that the velum is later
transformed into the palps when the Oyster settles
down, but this so far as I know, lias neyer been proved.
The begim*ings of the liver, as two yellowish out-
growths from. the sides of the stonaah eau be, seen, and
also the intestine eau be made out.

A £ew words on the general situation of the Oyster
I'ishery in Canada may now be in place. Abundant
oysters constitute one of the ]nany gifts of Providence
-which made Canada a desirable place to live i.


