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“LITTLE SNOW-SHOES.”

No Canadian boy or girl needs to be told |

the use of snow-shoes. Without them, and |
his toboggan, the Indian would have been
very badly off indeed. He did not till the
ground and raise his. food ag wh1te men do,
but depended almost altogether upon hunt- §.
ing and fishing. Hunting in summer was’a
comparatively simple matter, the ground
was firm under his feet and when he had |

‘killed an animal he sént. his squaw to bring | ¢

it home while he lay and smoked before:the |,
camp fire ith his companions, and rested
from his labors, and waited. for her: to come
‘back and cook his supper. But -
in winter it was vastly different.

Field and forest were covered

with snow—and as he pursued his
game his feet sunk at every step. .
-and’ he found progress almost im~
‘possible. It must have beén thls‘
that led; away back in prehistoric
ages, to the. invention of. the -
snow-shoe. With these, and his
toboggan, on which to: carry his
stuff lie sould traverse with com-

trackless snow that la.y between
his hunting-grounds and thetrad-
ing post, dispose of his furs, and- *
go back with the blankets, knives,,
tobacco and “fire-water” for’
which he had bmtered them,.
White men, too, when they first .
came to the continent guickly
saw - their value and used them
in all their winter travels.. . The
opening up of roads through the-
country has greatly diminished
the need for their use, but they.
still take & prominent part in the
sports for which our Canadian
winters are noted. One of the
grandest sights of our famous
Carnival in Montreal last Janu~
ary, to which people flocked from,
all parts of the country, was the
torchlight procession of snow-.
shoers, which started from theice
palace on” Dominion Square and
wound its way up the face of the
mountain, shining through the = }=
darkness of the night like agi-
pantic fiery serpent.  Young and
oid delight in the sport, and one
of the happiest moments of a
boy?’s life after he has attained to
the dignity of his first pair of
trowsers pockets is when he finds .
himself possessed of a complete
snow-shoer’s outfit, tuque,blanket |
coat, sash, moccasins and snow- ;
shoes. The accompanymg ‘pic- ¢
ture, which all will recogmze asa -
remarkably good one; is from
life, and is the portra.lt of a httle‘
Montren.l boy.: ‘

known name, who lwed in.the reig

- magnificent, but’ dxssolute monarch Lou
XIV of ance.' < j“ :

ture.,

lance.’ - He.ate and slept in lns room, and
a.llowed him: no chance for esgape, or com-

unzcotmn ‘with any one.’
: pnsoner’s bu'th and mnk were hlgh for the
| attendants ‘treated. h1m with the. utmost de-
: '} ference.. “His uccomphshments were many
ahd varied; und heén Joyed books and music;
biit’ the extraordmary doom of this; illus.
,tnous personage.was, that ke was never seen
| without a black velvet mask worn_ over hig
face: whlch completely concealed every f fee-

Itls evident the

At a; llttle dlstu.nce 1t resembled a

# mask of i 1ron, and ‘wa.s 80 constructed with
*{’steél springs at the back of the' head that it
i ST . S

could not be removed while it left him att
perfect liberty to_eat and drink, Shut out

from bis fellowmen, it is ‘nyot surprising he
should seek to invent some way of convey-
ing to his friends knowledge of his dreadful
éxistence. Food was carried to him in
dishes of silver, and once he contrived to

’scratch on asilver plate a short account of

hig imprisonment. This. he threw into the
water, hopmg it would attract the eyes of
some men in a boat who were pulling for the

‘shore, 'They éaw it and picked it up, but
‘were una.ble to'read what was written upon

1t and took the plate to Saint Mars, The
" tesult was, the unfortunate man
“was held in severer confinemen
than ever.
th 1690 Saint’ Mars was ap-
pointed governor of the Bastile,
. Secretly his prisoner was convey-
ed on a litter to this place, and a
‘well-furnished room was provi-
ded for him, - Again he attempted
to make the dxscovery ofhisname,
whlch he wrote onastrip ‘of hnen

not in -possession of the secret,
* bt this person' died suddenly, it
- was supposed by poison,

. At one time, some prisoners
conﬁned over: him; made him
long to enjoy a little social plea-
“sure which had been .so many
iem‘s denied him. By stealth

o conversed with them, and they
found him to be a man of exten-
‘ded learning, but he told them
the revelation of his name and
:rank would be the means of
" death to' both him and them,

Saint Mars was always. provi-
ded with weapons with which to
end his life should he attempt
to escape, or succeed in dis-losing
his secret. No wonder he wag
vigilantly guarded, for the pen.
alty of discovery would Have
cost Saint Mars hig life, When
this masked man attended mass,
adetachment of soldiers followed
him, and he would haye been in-
-stantly shot had he’uncovered
his face or told any one his
name. -

Thirteen years went drearily
by during which time the illus-
JArious unknown man of the Bas-
ile still lived, yet was. dead to
it outside world, Books and
" music were his only pleasure,
Once in a while a glimpse was
. gained. of him, and curiosity was
e\clted towards him and whisper-
. ings as to"'who he was went from
cu'cle to cu'cle, but availed noth-
"ing. " No one could tell,

- In 1703 death came mercifully
:to release him; His medical at-

and’ gavcfto one rof hiig attendants,”
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