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clearly aùd, pleasantly does lie relate the very in.teresting aýkd
vàluable dis'co-eries made by him and bis able associates.

It 1is strange to * think that SQ, littie bas hitherto beexi known ,of
this vestibule of the Land of Promise. For upwards of a tbousand
years hardly a footstep, S'ave that of tlie wandering Bedouin, bas
passed over this wildernçss. 'Yetto our mimd>there issomething
singularly touching in the bistory and geographical position itself
of this Il Land of Moab." Expréssly prohibiteci frox Il enterin.g
the congregation of thé Lord "* the Moabite could, like Moses on
Pisgali, view from a distance the sacred soil on which the sleepless
eyes of Israel's God rested from the beginni'ig to, the end of the
year; but a Dead Sea rolied its heavy Waves between him and the
sacred land of Judali.

With ancestors not very distantly connected, the people of Moab,
thouglih possessed, for the most part, with a str.og nai'laj
mosity against the Israelites, were yet at times far from unfriendly.t
The beautiful historie'idyl in -which the graceful form of IlRuthi
the Moabitess" constitutes the central figure, is a memorable exehm-
plification of this. _What a "full reward "a bJlessing reaébing,
iike that given by Jacob to Josepli, Ilto the -dtmost bounds of the
everlasting hbis," was given to the loving fidelity of this daugliter
of Moab, -who came «ftom the East " to sit do'wn in the 'Land of
Promise, under the oveishadlowing -wings of the Lord God of Israel.
As the great-grýnd-m.other of King David and the far-off ances-
tress, acc.ording to, the -fiesb, of bis Son and tord, she lias redeemed
Moab from obscurity, and appecers berseif as à briglit ros eate cloud
heralding the Dayspring, from, on fligli to illuminate thé world.
Thus was Moab, in more than one sense, toward the sun~ risng.

But Moab, as a, nation, neyer forsook the abominations whicb

That is, according te Rabiical interpretation, probibited from marrying an
laraelitish woman; being regarded, generally, in a state of perpietual ceremoniai
unokeannes. This did ne. prevent them Îfrom becoming proselytes, and thus
enrolling themselves as true servai, - cf the living God.

+Ritter (Clomp. Geog.).has wçéll ahown that the victories of the Israelitcs over
the Aimorites, Og -and Sihon, would have a tendlency to produce a sympathetie
feeling between the people of Moab and the IrsaeIites, as the Amorites were the
Comrndn enemy of both; ana the teriitories won £rom the Aniorites -by .Israel,
bad formerly been wrested by them from, the Moabites, Jabbok being originally
the North*borcleÀ of Moab.
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