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Masonic Journal, Dunedin, New Zoa-
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Victorian Freemason, Melbourne, Aus-
tralia.

T'yler (four numbers), Detroit,

T'restle Board, San Francisco.

Note.—We wish it to be understood
that any publications forwarded to THE
CrAFTSMAN, and not acknowledged have
failed toreach, and our journalistic breth-
ren will oblige by notice of any such om-
mission,

THE SQUARE.

—

. This implement is one of the most sim-
ple that can be imagined. Two sticks
and a nail or two are all that is required
to make one. Why do Freemasons s0 re-
vere it ! Why do they place upon the
Square an importance almost inconceiv-
able. We have often remarked that our
Craftsmen are idolators to a certain ex-
tent. It is rather a dangerous assertion
to make, and were we not to qualify our
remark, we migut be censured as accusing
our Fraternity of following the pernicious
systems of antiquity. As we understand
idolatry, it was the benefit that the image
gave, and not the image itself, that was
revered. Of course to particularize, we
would necessarily be compelled to give
the history of the image worshipped in
order to trace the benefit. So it is with
the Square. e revere it for the lessons
that it teaches. Iis language is indeed
signiticant, and to the Craftsman that is
of an inquiring mind, its meaning is of
double importance. Of the rude figures
that have come into great reverence we
mention the Cross. It was first used by
the primitive Egyptian to measure the
rise of the Nile. In later agesit wasused
as an instrument of death, and now it is
a symbol of the Great Jehovah. 1t oc-
cupies the zenith of symbology for the as-
sociations connected withit. The Square
tells us how to act towards our fellow
men. As the Master Workman applies
the Square to see that the work is true,so
we gee that our conduct towards one an-
other corresponds with the Divine com-
mand. This is the real object of specu-
lative Freewasonry. It teaches us how
to act and how to live. While men may
endeavor to live good and true, our sys-
tem enables them to conform their actions
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that they will be good even though they
are unconscious of it. Here it is that the
result of our science is achieved. OQur
system makes them good, but this is ac-
complished by aid of scientific principles,
and it is in their exemplification that we
come so near to the old time worship al-
ready alluded to. We look upon the
Square as a teacher that brings peace and
happiness by simply admonishing the
thoughtful man how to correct by view-
ing his own actions.—ZFreemason’s Jour-
nal.

HOME OR LODGE®?

A brother from Iowa writes :

‘Whay ought a Mason to do_whose wifeis
bitterly opposed to his being a Mason ? Please
answer in your columns.,

Ang.—This belongs to a class of ques-
tions that each brother thus situated must
answer for himself. It is a question as
vexed as it is delicate. In the first place,
were the case our own we should ascer-
tain our wife’s feelings in regard to the
matter before we took so important a
step. No institution has ever existed
that more fully and fairly recognises the
fact of 2 man’s duty to his family, coun-
try and God than does Free and Accept-
ed Masonry. Our first duty is to these
great, paramount interests. If the oppo-
sition of the wife was found to be irre-
concilable we think we should remain
aloof from the order. If the opposition
developed later, after we had taken the
obligations of the Fraternity upon us,
then much would depeud upon circum-
stances. If the hostility proved so ex-
treme as to compel a choice between the
order and domestic peace, then, much as
we love aud believe in Freemasonry, we
should (were the case our own), we think
withdraw from it and cleave unto her
whom the law of both God and man has
made :‘bone of our bone and flesh of our
flesh.’ .

We may suggest, however, that we be-
lieve most wives are disposed to be rea-
sonable if their husbands are sufficiently
considerate. Exemplifying the spirit and
principles of our nob!e order as every
true Mason will be led to do, will soon
win any worthy and faithful wife. Make
the good that there isin Masonry.appar-
ent in your life, my brother, and the op-
position of that wife of yours will very
likely yield as the mists melt in the sun’s
warm rays.—Master Mason.



