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TH1E SQUARE.

This implement is one of the most sim-
ple that eau be imagined. Two sticks
and a nail or two are ail that is required
to mialte one. Why do rireemasons so re-
vere it ? \Vhy do they place upon the
Square an importance almost inconceiv-
able. We have of ten remarked that our
Craftsmien are idolators to a certain ex-
tent. It is rather a dangerous assertion
to mialze, and wvere we not to qualify our
remark, we ig2it ho censured as accusing
our Fraternity of following the pernicious
systemns of antiquity. As wve undorstand
idolatry, it was the benefit that the image
gave, and flot the image isftat was
revered. 0f course to particularize, we
would necessarily be compelled to give
the history of the image %vorshipped in
ordor to trace the benefit. So it is witli
the Square. We revere ît for the bassons
that it teaches. Its language .s ine
saguificant, and to the (3raftsmail tlîat is
of an inquiring mind, its meaningr is of
double importance. 0f the rude figures
that have come into great revoronce ive
mention the Cross. Lt was lirst used by
the primitive Egyptian to nieasure the
rise of the Nilo. In later ages it wvas used
as an instrument of death, and naw it is
a symibol of the Great Jehovah. Lt oc-
cupies the zenith of symbology for the as-
sociations connected with it. The Square
tells us; how to act towards our fellow
nien. As the Master Wu'rknan applies
the Square to ses that the work is true,so
ive seu that our conduet, towards one an-
other corresponds with the Divine coin-
niand. This is the real object of specu-
lative Freeniasonry. It teaches us how
to act and how to live. While men may
endeavor to live good and true, our sys-
tem enables them to conforin their actions

that they ivill. be good even though they
are unconscious of it. flore it is that the
resuit of our science is achieved. Our
systeni mnales thein good, but this is ac-
complishoed by aid of scientifie principles,
and it is in Lheir exemplification that we
come so near to, the old time worship al-
ready alludedl to. We look upon the
Square as a teacher that brings peace and
hiappiness by simply admonishing the
thoughtful man liow to correct by view-
ing his own actions.-Firemasoib's Joier-
ncd.

HOME OR LODGE?

à. brother from Iowa writes:
\h' oughit a Mason to do wlhose Nvif e is

bitterly opposed to hiis being a lMazson ? Please
answer ini your columiis.

Aus.-This belongs to a class of ques-
tions that each brother thus situated miust
answer for himself. Ift is a question as
vexed as it is delicate. In the firat place,
were the case'our own ive should ascer-
tain our wife's feelings iii regard to the
inatter before we took so important a,
step. No institution has ever existvd1
that more fully and fairly recognises the
fact of a, mani's duty to his faniiy, coun-
try and God than does Free and Accept-
ed Masonry. Our first duty is to these
great, paramount interests. 1If the oppo-
sition of the wife was foud to be irre-
concilable we think we should remain
aloof from the order. If the opposition
developed later, after we had taken the
obligations of the Fraternity upon us,
thon mucli wouid depend upon circuni-
stances. If the hostility proved so ex-
freine as to corupel a, choie between the
order an(? domnestie peace, thon, miuch as
we love and believe in Freemiasonry, we
should (were the case our own), wo think
withdraw from it and cleave unto lier
whomn the law of both Godl and man has
made "bone of our boue and flesh of our
fiesh."

We may suggest, however, thatè. we be-
lieve înost wives are disposed to ho re-t-
sonable if their husbands are sufficiently
considerate. Exemplifying the spirit and
principles of our nioh!e order as every
true Mauon will be led to do, will soon
w.n. any worthy and f aithi ni wif e. Make
the gyood that there is in Masoury.appar-
eut in your life, nîy brother, and the op-
position of that wife of yours will very
iikely yield as the mists melt in the 8'un's
warmn rays.-Xaster Mason..


