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reasonable to expect that the propensity to breed
early should be transmitted as certainly as any
other peculiarity.

The Dorset Horns would also probably in-
crease the prolifcacy of the grades obtained from
then. Prolificacy is undoubtedly a property of
the Dorsets, and Io the growers of mutton fecun-
dity and prolificacy are valuable properties.
Those who feed show sheep want single lambs
because they get more of growth at an early age.
But it is true, neverthele-s, that when a sheep
brings forth two lanbs in the one case and only
one lamb in the other, the conditions being equal,
the mutton obtained from the two lambs in the
autumn, or at any subsequent period, vil] be
worth more than the mutton obtained from one
lamb. But it may be answered that the two
lambs vill take more food than the one. They
will, but there is an offset. We find it in the
food of maintenance given to the dani. If a dam

produces two iambs in the one case, and in the
other instance two dams proluce onily an equal
number, then the food of maintenance during the
period of gestation in the second instance is prob-
ably twice what it was in the first instance.
From Dorset Horn grades we should naturally
expect a relatively large number of lambs, and as
a result the profits in growing mrîutton should also
be increased.

Dorset Horns are also good milkers, and this
also is an important item in rearing w inter lanbs.

Good iilking qualities are always associated witlh
good breeding qualities ; hence, by using Dorsets
or Dorset grades in the production of %%inter
lambs, we should not only get - plentiful lanb
crup, but also plenty of milk t, feed the sanie
An abundance of milki is almost absolutely nr.es-
sary for the production of w inter lambs, for they
should grow rapidly, and nu land of food is so
g<. fur developing thei quickly as a plentiful
supply of mrilk fromr the dam.

Dorset Horns are also a rugged lreed, and this
will further qualify them for their mission in pro-
ducing winter lanibs. The producers of winter
lanbs have a greater strain put upon them during
the season of privation than the producers of
spring lanbs, and, in consequence, it is highly
important that the animals subjected to such pri-
vations should possess vigor of constitution in a
marked degree.

But it is at least questionable if Dorset Ilorns
can be expected to supplant any of the mutton
breeds that produce lanbs in the spring. There
does not seem to be any necessity why they
should do so. They have a distinct field of threir
own, and that field is the production of winter
lambs

A Typical Dorset Ram.

The accompanying illustration represents a
typical animal of the Dorset breed. It is the sire
now used at the Minnesota University Experinent
Farm, in that experiment which is being carried
m relative to changing the breeding habit in ewes
of the common breeds from spring to fall. This
rani, Austin by narme, No. 4554, Vol. i., was
bred by Bernard Kendall, East Lulworth, Eng.
land. le is a strong, rugged, lusty fellow, al-
ways ready for his food, always active, and al-
ways in a good, thrifty condition. It will doubt.
less interest some of the older Shorthorn breed.
ers to know that the gentleman standing up in the
conveyance is none other than Co)l. W. S. King,
of Minneapolis, who in the palmiest days of Short.
horns was a frequent purchaser at some of the
most successful sales ever held in Ontario. Col.
King is still hale and hearty, and is apparently as
active as ever. le just happened to cone to the
farn, at the time the picture was being taken,
and, unconsciousy on his part, becamethedistin-
guished feature of the same.
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The Dog Question.

The aim of go-ahead nineteenth century farmers
is to stll as much watcr and fat with the least
amount of mineral matter as possible at a profit
a!le price, and to.iacrease the fertility and capa
city of their farms at the same time.

Oa pour soils where strawberries, potatoes,
clover, etc., cannot be raised at a profit, no course
returns so large an interest on capital invested
and improves the condition of the soil to such a
degree as she-p feeding. Sheep, faîtring m
turnips, return nearly all the manurial elementsof
the crop in a perfectly availabie and eer. cr-ndi
tion over the ground, and, when grain or linseed
is judiciously fed in addition, the soil can be
brought up int- a high condition, while thefarmer
is pocketing a very handsome interest on the
mr.ney invested into the bargain.

In view of their manurial utility, and the in-

creasing demand for sheep, farmrers should tum
their attention more closely to this stock. la
some parts of Canada sheep-breeding is ailnost ai
a standstill on account of the general dread of
heavy losses hy the ravages of dogs. This is es-
pecially,,true of some parts of Nova Scotia, where
we have much ground that might carry sheep
profitably, were it not for the half-starved, miser-

able curs that every little while deciniate, or
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