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direct tendency to ameliorate the condition of the
lower classes of the people, and to bring within
their reach advantages which were before restrict-
ed to the richer grades of society. Aad then,
moreover, whether we regard the results of me-
chanical science or the productsof art, I think
we shall be conviced that there is a connexion
between perfection in these and the faith of
Christianily. Asan historical fact, it is plain that
there never was a country or a time which could
long maintain pre-eminence in art or science di-

vorced from Christianity. I believe that the,

history of all countries will show this.

Look for a moment.at the Chinese. We find
that nation, so eminently gifted with those special
faculties which would “naturally make them
superior in all the mimetic arts, in a state of
perpetual stagnation, having lost eve~ the power
of using the inventions of former ages. And
this is s0 becaus: they want the spring which
Christianity alone can’ give to set all their facul-
ties in exercise, and tv develop them to their hig-
hest standard of perfection. 1 think it, therefore,
my part, holding the place which I do hold .in
the Christian Charch, to come forward, not with
any secret misgivings; not with any cold,
injurious doubts or hesitations, hat heartily, and
I may say, rejoicingly ; not in spite of my Chris-
tianity, to aid according to my powers in the de-
velopment of science, and the mechanical arts.
This, it is my firm belief that it is my duty to
do, and I feel that I am on my right ground
when I stand here and address thése observations
to you. But I ieel, moreover, thatit is possible
anation may be too much occupied with the
works of art, and with the triumphs of science;
and that in attending too exclugively to these, it
may lose that etemal‘?’lbw of life, without which
all external developments -are woxse than useless.
I see, or I think I 'see,.that the proper attribute
of Christianity, and of a Christian teacher, is
that they should mingle in works like these ; and
that in doing so, they should iry to call attention
to the wants and the necessities of the producers
of these ‘works, and to remind-the natitn :that,
after all, man is greater'than lis woiks, and .the
workman superior to his fabric. So this exhibi-
tion calls attention to the dignity of labor; it
sets forth in its true light the dignity of the work-
ing classes ; and it tends to makethe other.people
feel the dignity which attaches to the producers
-of these things.

In inore than one way some-such happy results
may follow. For instance, it is one speoial patt
of our chity to ameliordte the disadvantages which
‘must alimost of nécessity attend -upon the workers
of these résults.  And heve I might first speak of
their physical disadvantagés: for we have lately
seen the gpératioins of s¢ience specidlly. applied 1o
the slfeviation of some of thosé disadvantages ;
such as ‘the ifivention of the haghetic gauze
which is placed over the mouth of the worker in
steél filings, to,prevent ki Trom inhaling those
,*;:rtfcles which would .be injuricus to his

4ith. Now, I think hat ¥hen science is thus
Trought to.bear wpon the amelicvation of the phy-

sical condition of the producers of those results
of industry, it may be even seen as pointing'to its
noblest aim, and then by it God is served while
it blessesman, By all such well-directed labor,
indeed, we are re-conquering in the domain of
nature the rights of man. Man was meant to
reign over the elements, to replenish the eatth,
and to subdue it: and as we have come to the
days of its mighty replenishment, so the Almighty
hand of the Great Designer has guided us to:the
approach of that day when we shall see the
subjugation of the elements. Whata:eall these
discoveries of science? What are all those
mighty engines which almost annihilate space,
and connect together the most distant places?
What are they but a giving back to man his
original birthright, a power over the élements,
and a command over the material world? What
is it when we tumn from power to beauty? when
we teach the loom to imitate the most beautiful
productions of nature? what is it but following
the leadings of that mysterious hand which bec~
kons man.on by labor and industry to regain his
lost inheritance, and to .imitate the works of his
Almighty Creator? What.are the most dehicate
fabrics of the most beautiful loom but imitations
of the works of the God of Natare? Ard what are
all the works that we are e'nga%:ed in doing, but
a striving to imitate, by dint of hard labor, what
the Almighty Will did with a word, when out of
the dumb forces of the stru%%]mgiland confused
chaos, he called forth by his fiat the harmonious
voice df Nature; when out of the boiling and
seething mass in that chaotic cauldron he called
forth order and beauty, decked the earth with trees
brightened it with flowets,. gladdened it with
his sun, and finally set #ian in the midst of it
sto achieve new.iriumphs, and to attain new con-
quests by gialdinv glallly to that primeval curse
which Ged tarned intoa rpetual blessing, when
he made that labor, which is the instrument of
man’s victory, to be at the same time the disci-
pline of his spirit.

VARIETIES OF THE OAT.

At one of the recent monthly meetings ot the
Highland Soéiety, Mr. Lawson, the celebrated
seedsman of Edinburgh, read a very elaborate
and interesting paper on the various kinds of oats
cultivated in the differeit Gisfricts of Scotland
and the adjacent islands. The oat may be said
to ‘be the staple agricultural production of that
country, whose soil and climate are so well
adapted to its growth.  Although in Canada we
cannot hepe to equal either Scotland or Ireland.
in ‘the production of this valudble cefeal, yet
much may be done even here to improve .the
.quality of the oat; and the following facts, glearied
rom‘the before mentioned atticle, will doubfless
be read with interest’by niany of our yeaders.—
Ix is worthy of particular remark, that according
to the most approved authorities the ,meal ¢b-
tained from the cat holds a foremost rank among
the variouggraing tited for human food. 'fhe
mott hiealthy and nusculdr people are.those who



