INDIAN DECLARATION. 105

“We, the Indians residing in the Owen Sound
and Suugeeng Country, pEcLarE that, having dis-
posed of all our hunting grounds, we jcan no
longer live by the chase, and therefore/wish”to
settle upon farms, and become farnjers and
mechanics, abandon our hunting and roving
hahits, and no longer be as minors to/be treated
like children, but be allowed to enjoy all the bless-
ings of civilization, and, like other citizens and
subjects of Her Majesty’s Government, enjoy the
benefits of our Provincial Statutes, be governed by
them, and observe them like other men. In a
word, we DECLARE it is our wish /,fo become free-
holders, and not be disfranchised, or deunied any
civil or political rights enjoyed by the yeomanry
‘of our country. Therefore, we prcuarg, if the
Government will grant unto us individually, and-
to each member of our respectivefamilies, a free
deed. for one hundred aceres of our own land, which
we have not yet surrendered, to be possessed and
enjoyed by us, and our heirs in succession for ever;
and if we can have a positive assurance, that on
our forming such a settlement, as we contemplate,

. a manual or labour school shall be established .

among us, as soon as practicable, in which our
children may be instructed in the yarious branches
of English education, and also be taught to
become mechanics and farmers, and thereby be
inauced to confract habits of industry and fru-

gality ; then, in such case, we DECLARE, that we

who have hereunto put our names and ¢ too-tems’
Wﬂf settle as above intimated in ome locality or

" place that may be agreed upon by a majority of -
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