S E VIEWING a number oftbooks which

2, have been issued; dealing with par-

liamentary reminiscences, The Lon-

don Times ‘says: i

:Books about Parliament increase
in number so rapidly that the future
historian will be ‘overwhelmed 'by his too
ample material. He yill be able not only to
. quote the speeches made on.any given day,
but to describe the appearance of the House,
the cut and color of the orator’s clothes, and,
in some cases, the precise nature of the re-
freshment by which the flights of oratory
were sustained. If he is anything of a philos-
opher, he will reflect that this multitude of
books is a good and healthy sign of the popu- -
lar interest taken in politics, and of the fasci-
nation exercised by the House over its mem-
bers. . No one who has ever sat in the House
speaks ill of it afterwards. The drudgery that
falls to the lot of the average private memiber,
and the disappointments that’vex the average
official, are forgotten ‘as soon as the ' time
comes for writing “a book. Mr. Duncan
Schwann, a new member, waits neither  for
success nor for disappointment; but hastens
to dedicate his first impressions “to the
5,545 electors of the Hyde Division of Ches-

hire who made it possible for this book ‘to
be written.” That, we suppose, was not
their, sole purpose in electing Mr. Schwann;
still, they have gained a genial and humorous
book, and, no doubt, a satisfactory ‘member.
Mr. Griffith-Boscawen and Mr.. Hope, ' who
lost their. seats make useful contributions * to
contemporary history; and Mr. Lucy continues
the series of vivacious sketches for which he

has ‘long been famous.

The' difficulties of writing recent- history
are almost insuperable; .but Mr.. Hope has
adopted a method which raises his:bobk above
the'level of a mere record. He has written a
-comsecutive narrative of the events of the
years 1900 and 1001, illustrated by excellent
suymmaries  of: many of the speeches on either
side, with occasional passages at full length.
“He takes, naturally, the Conservative point of .
view, and to that extent  falls short of. the
judicial spirit, but the partiality against which

. ' he warns us in his-preface is by ne means, .

as serious,/ as -the author, perhaps, imagines. .

v would necessitate the payment of €100 yearly
.. yearly for permission- to.eccupy-the-particular.

states them freely and;plainly; but he has sat
in the House for fourteen years, and if that
experience does not teach a man that there
are two sides to every question nothing ever
will. 'Once, in his remarks on Chinese labor,
he is betrayed into needless and -amusing ve-
hemence. He sees no justice at . all "in -the
Liberal contention, describes the whole agita-
tion as ‘a-“discreditable party fraud” and a
“deliberate lie,” and 'suggests that Mr. Birrell,
.who certainly has had bad luck, is even now
the victim of Nemesis.  Whatever one’s own

\

“views may be, this is hardly dignified langu-

age; still, it injures the book ‘less than the
persistent animus that ha8" sometimes spoiled
the work of greater historians} and from ner--
sistent: animus' Mr. Boscawenis*comm ridabiv .
irees His book is readable:and useful‘throngh-
out; but the first part;-if only because of the
easier perspective, is better than the second.

Mr. Lucy’s new book is precisely what
the public has learned to expect from him. He
is neither an old nor a new member, but has

spent practically all his life in the gallery and

the lobby of the House, with no elections to
fear and no constituents to ~conciliate. = After
all these years, he is naturally familiar with all
that concernis the House, and can describe with
equal ease the last speech of :Mr.. G
and the ventilating machinery; In-f
parlianientary comes amiss toshim.

from grave to gay and from great to'
almost every page, and seldom fails.to in
We have little fault to find, for i

fair to make the author respon

rather obvious slips of the pen
-statement that Lord Peel is thé seco
the great Sir Robert. . Mr. Lucy,.v
knows better. But we cannot 3
that Lord Beaconsfield, having
mons, often visited the Peers’
House, We believe it was

time that he was never seen there.’
agree with him that “the Cecils
turies enjoyed, in truth, honorz
share.of the fat things of mi

The fact is that from the - Elizab
Victorian périod one hears very
the family. Buat we ‘must not

o

the writer of-a book that is fll of

‘humorous observation. The &

One lapse, indeed, may be noticed. ; Full jus-,, whom 1 have known”—five'
tice is done ‘to: Mr. -Morley’s- great:gﬁeech on. .-Jowed by other eminent ‘men

the ‘Finance, Bilk of 1901, but Mr: Hope, by
- wayiof supplying . -an antidote;: . gives. equal :
_space. te- extracts; £ 3 if

fen that appeared in our columus in January,’
1902. ,Mr..Morley’s speech was a parliamen-

tary event; either the parliamentary, reply, or -
none, should have been gquoted. At any rate, .

. the “big btother” should not be called upon to .

interfere.  With ‘this exception, qur, the;‘gutho::
‘has not treated dther . controversiés in the

- same. way, the work, of which ohly the first =

volume is before us, may be cordially com- .
‘mended. Mr. Boscawen covers more ground,
and ‘writes more unreservedly.” He has re-

“been prime ministers, and by ig
sother subjects:” The emission of

oy Jatigs by, Bir R, Oiks,,..
i {;thé _sacrifice;-at any rate.fo

“many, good stories, and.of a chgice’
of Irish;and English “bulls,”’
metaphors. H

corded the impressions made upon him at the -

time by events of which he was an eye-wit-
ness.. He has not attempted to disguise his -

~ opinions as a €Churchman, a Conservative.and -

a Tariff ‘Reformer, but he has tried at the
same time to be fair to political opponents.
The author more than makes good this mod-
__estclaim to consideration. Like others, he has
- 'been a good party man; but party loyalty has
‘not hindered the production of an extremely .
* fair-minded .book. There . is no suggestion -
either of “Whig dogs,” or of the dictum that
“Tories are born bad and become worse.” On

‘than the passage on what is known as the
“khaki election,” or more generous than the
estimate of Mr. Gladstone, dreaded as a source
of danger, but wonderfully eloquent, earnestly .
resolved to do right all the world ~over, and

- courteous beyond. the courtesy of modern

‘politicians, ‘even to the youngest member.
“He sat through my maiden speech, which is

more than any of my own leaders did.” It
must be owned that Mr. Boscawen’s , leaders
were not famous for sitting through speeches.

On the whole, the author criticizes more often
than he praises, and somehow produces the
impression on the reader’s mind that the col-
lective wisdom of the House is tempered by a
good deal of individual unwisdom.  The sec-.
ond part of the book relates to “the downfall
of the Unionist party,” and is written with all
the proverbial candour of friendship.  For in-
stance, the author says of Tord Salisbury’s
reconstructed ministry in 19oo that the filling

up of the vacancies formed by the retirement * k

of Sir M. White - Ridley and Mr. Chaplin'
“proceeded on principles no more intelligible
than those employed to create them. Failure
in a previous office, or reputed failure, seemed
to be one of the, best qualifications. fof pro-
motion; another ‘was ignorance, or reputed
" ignorance, of the affairs of the office.” “There.

"\ were, however, some very good appointments,”

but it ‘was. “a government of great Unioniss
families, the Cecils, Cavendishes, Stanleys,
Londonderrys; a sort of twentieth-céntury re-
production of the old Whig system in the
eighteenth century.” 'Mr. Bbscawen himself
became parliamentary charity commissioner;
“a curious position which carries with it no sal-
ary, and the holder of which ceases to be 2’
private member withoutt becoming a member’
of the government.” Later, when Mz Bal-
four’s’ Ministry was tottering to its fall, - he
speaks of its bankruptcy as complele, and,.at
the end of the book gives the oaly possible
explanation of the last genetal election. But
it must pot be supposed that Mr. Boscawen
is more generous to his opponents than to his

Siends. He has his own decided opimions, and -

&
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Tl gi
reader an extraordinary, but not untru

- pression of Disraeli. That is Mr. Lucy’s'

point: . He is often compelled to be an i
sionist, but his impressions, to the best:
belief, are for.the most part’accurate. I
stangce, without claiming personal - knowle
of Sir Stafford Northcote, hie assignsto hi
cisely his right place among politicians

men freely, justly, and without offence. He
will be‘able, as time goes on, to continue his

series of portraits, for new men seem to be

coming rapidly to the front; but there are oth- -

ers also, men of an earliér generation, of whom -
much might be said by one who remembers *

them in parliament. Plenty of memories and
anecdotes surely gather round Lord Granville,

Lord Cairns, the late Duke of Argyll, Robert

Lowe, and their prominent contemporaries and’

colleagues.  Gossip, anécdote, and observation

have a real value. They are not exactly his-
tory, but historians will-want them; and, what
Is more to the purpose, they will be read today.
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MR. BERNARD SHAW ON SOCIALISM

B PUBLIC meeting of the.Fébian} So- :
| 7 ciety was held at Queen’s hall, when .

an address was delivered by Mr. G.
Bernard Shaw on Socialism, says the
London Times.
presided, and was supported by the .

executive committee of  the society, and

representatives of the Oxford University Fa- .

bian Society, the Cambridge University Fabian
Society, the Oxford (Women’s) University Fa-

bian Group, the London University Fabian So- -

ciety, and several provincial societies.

Mr. Shaw, who was given a cordial recep-
tion, said that immediately they began to speal
about Socialism, our statesmen and politicians

- changed the subject in a most extraordinary
way. Only the other day Lord Rosebery, con- '

ironted with the subject, suddenly began to
talk about religion.  (Laughter.) /That was "
_thefast thing in the world they have expected

,him to"speak about; it seemed.only the other
day that he was scandalizing the Nonconform-

ist conscience by winning the Derby. (Laugh-

ter.) Continuing, Mr. Shaw said that the wi.

ed to address them as an ordinary citizen w

political views. What was his personal griev

ance and why was he interested in Socialism?
hile he found that he could build \ his houge

for'a sum which, if e borrowed tiye whole of i,

e . tion, "It

3 and -
-he has the happy knack of writing about living
 the contrary, nothing could be more judicious .

Mr. Sidney Wehb

fok interest, yet he had to pay another - £200

“piece of ground in-Londor on whichithe house

“stood. 1f he had to pay
‘tHon, he_;_sl_%elﬂd not *P:"% i
.annoyed him{was that"

~person whojfor afl he kfiew;
““the best 1ise of it.

'*;mﬁlt not make

tion-ofian idlg life, and:ya when he'raised that =

natural question he fourM politicians”constant-
ly changed the subject to free love.. (Laugh-
ter.) As one who had gone about in places

mostly frequerted throughout Furope by peo--

ple who lived Targely on ground-rénts; he could
» certify that a good deal of such money ' was
spent in free love. (Laughter.) The centre
and backbone of Socialism was this grievance
<of paying toll—a toll which aggregated about
£630,000,000 per annum. It was a sc¢andal to
throw away that money every year largely in
cxtravagance and luxury.! The remedy was an
extremely simple one, but to get ‘the money
back they—the professional and middle class—

would have to take independent  political " ac-!

tion. - The middle clads was the only impor-
tant body' of ‘the people of this country ‘who
had not o' far used thieir-votes to secure their
"‘'own'position. ' (Heaft, Hear.) * At present these

persons had no political existence.- The Fabian

‘Society meant going on with its) ‘work until
there was no gych thing in the ‘country as un-
earned incremént. : (Cheers,) “That was what
was called an attack on property. That was
quite right.:. The gentlemen now' attacking
them were the representatives ‘of that class
whom they meant.to “squeeze put’’ absolutely.
For-this purpose they had the weapon of taxa-

7 PR

. ed.to,g0. 45 far. gs the ed-to.g0,, and to
| 'spare, ‘cerfain v intomes . whi the  prese:
. Chancellor g

i the :
Wi X 4R
was entirely wrong' in
o at it-wds on
distribution:

clotlfing

or the needy instead of

uggested that one

‘ tgg ground rents
“down three-guar

 SEEDS THAT |

i

when the time com

er.

- —

‘ The money might-go to a :
man_who_was abandoned to-all <the  tempta-

h ceuld be adjust-

otor-cars . and.. yachts'

a mo ey tD the “‘%};
qg’ bﬁf what &
o -pagnit to-ai"

2 HE London Times, reviewing ‘the book
by Reginald W. Jeffrey, M.A., “The
- 'Thirteen Colonies of North America,
1497 to 1763, says: ? ;
The story of how the English
came to’ dominate and possess the
North American continent has a never-éending
fascination. Nothing' at one time could well
have seemed more unlikely, for a full century
before: the sailing of the Mayflower. the Span-
iards had minutely examined the whole coast
line from Mexico to Labrador, and such strides
had they already made towards the perman-
ent foundation of a Western .empire that .one
institution .of -learning in the: City of Mexico.
alone boasted a thousand pupils. Half a cen-;
tury later, but-still fifty years before the landing
of the.Pilgrim: Fathers, the Spanish population
in the New World was estimated at 160,000, or,
as many as-all: the English colonies ‘contained .
at the ‘beginning of  the - eighteenth century.
Though later in starting; France, on the north,
pushing westward ‘by the St..Lawrenceé and.the
Lakes to.the headwaters of the Mississippi and
then ‘downwards to the Gulf of Mexico, soon
claimed a territory vastly larger than anything
of which the English in America yet dreamed;
and in this movement France was consciously
actuated by imperial ambBitions. It was ‘the

* definite desire to make of New France a.great
French empire overseds which guided men like,

La’ Salle across the depth of the continent and

moved: them .to endeaver so to-hem in the Eng- .
lish setflemerits with a ‘chain of forts as.to con-
fine:th
‘dlong th

m for. éver to.a narrow strip. of territory
¢ edstern .coast. f e :
*: Between the ‘pompand -splendour. of .Spain

: on .thel south ‘and: the-adventurous ambition .of
.France,on the north; the English colonies lived

pladdingly,stheir chief \ambition being no more

~than-tomake homes:for themselves and.to be

_ permittéd fo_devel

‘trading i
t

in pedce into prosperous

_ sentiment; and they .
‘acting: in ecomcert. against .

or in any undertaking
g 'off the rule. of. the nbarbette i
ultimate, |

secpet . of. the
ies Jargely in that very,
ach of the Thirteen ol
nd. Spain imagined, dos..
¢ framework of empires,
ions’’ only, where the.
struck root and gripped
/themselves against any
tde short of actual eradi-
time came for them to
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spread, their outward march. was:irresistible.

Of Spain in Mr. Jeffrey’s; narrative we hear
little, for it was not till-long after colonial day-
that the spheres of Spain and the English-spealk-
ing people in;America touched each other, cx
cept only temporarily on the southernmost edy
of the English settlements.. The struggle w
France, however,is told, if in summary, ‘wit]
sufficient sense-of‘proportion to give us all thyg
is essential clearly and not without picturesquc.
ness. The laborious beginnings of the Engii
colonies themselves make complicated narra-

tives compact of jrany: trivial incidents—ilc

hardships of life in"a new eountry, Indian qua
rels,  religious intolerances, governors, com-
petent and incompetent, and bickerings now be
tween the different Settlements, now with the
authorities at home—which, within the limits of
such!ia book as this, 'can only be: sketched in
outline and with more or less arbitrary seléttion
‘of such episodes as seem most essential to the
picture.. We may be disposed to quarrel with
- some of the author’s rather over-positive char-
acterizations of various actors in the story, as
of Richard Nicolls, ‘a man of wonderful power,”
of Francis Lovelace, “a courtier of the conven-
tional type,” or more ‘especially of Andros,
mast capable administrator,” whose “rule was
particularly wise and moderate.” ‘We may have
a suspicion at times that the author is not in-

" timately familiar-with/the conditions of America
_in later years. There are-passages, too, where

he. suffers his English ‘to become: eareless, and
we wish that he could have made up his mind
whether the members- of a family famous in
colonial history spelled their name ultimately as
Bradstreet or-as Brodstreet. But these are not
large blemishes ina conscientious piece of work,
which should serve its purpose well as- a step-

| ping-stone to a‘more cdmplete ‘study .of. the

period. ..

' GUNNERS’ DEAFNESS
‘A"British writer, quoted by the Army and
Navy Journal, declares that 50.per cent. of the
men in the British navy are more or less deaf

‘ as a result of Meavy: air shockssto which: their
“ears.are subjected by the firing of the big guns.

Strange to’say, however, this disastrous effect
on the ears'is sometimes greatest in the case of
small ‘guns:- For instance, it has been found
that'the.gun .crews of the Dreadnought’s
- twelve-inch gunsisuffer.less from the ‘“ring”
‘than: men -handling: three-pounders.  This is
‘explained by the/protection, resulting from the

‘which is not/as a rule used for. the three-pound-
er, and further by the fact that the men operat-
ing the twelyve-inch gun are about nine times
.as far away from the muzzle as those of *the

- three-pounder crew. " To avoid the worst ef-

‘fects .of these gun, discharges on the ears'it is
.recommended that a piece of rubber be” kept
between the teeth ‘so that the mouth will be
held ‘open, and clay fibre plugs be used'in the
ears. ¢ ; .
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