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's&ssr.'r: zhe,Smh:s e —,1— -z“With a list of the places to be forti- eve of a collapse. His lips moved, and room. . 8 8 The nHvHe^ ^Z m.nwhn loved tor S, ZZ,Z’ fu îh°îus "Ç/î** breast Pocket. Ray leaned over towards “I believe you,” he declare,! ,
fied, eh? The positivas to be held and he mumbled something, but the words “Guv ” he s«i<î ‘Sr«n k»,AW *j.e* j# r A ma°, T A started the babe! of small-talk, him. going now to extend it i .i—amthe general distribution of troops? No were wholly unintelligible. Ray turned leave you behin^’yo^ Hnk yroHot vrith na°n La'Z nfZZZ woven together Mnd thi”*,* * b“d L"keU h" plac/ be" “Lord Chelsford,” he said, “and you, tell you something which win Z IZH
doubt, too, you have gone into the raU- to my stepmother. —them. Youwillhe an «nteLt amt a Hke llZ/isS * F KinZ torse rouud ‘ea-tnble and was Duke, yon took this young man on trust surprise you verymuchKm! P,roblbl?
way and commissariat arrangementsT “When that man,” to continued, “fctad fugitive all your days YouZrillhav” ^lr.nVwhiZ l‘ll 9,6, .taîI, y.ounR ”“<i I pledged my word for him. Like time when vou found VmM '“ first

“All these details,” I assented,” have the effrontery to return to this country, to avoid every plaro wtore “hrEnglUh Hke a s,?l Vnnn^ m2Btf/there tohmZide Z }"*d drawn liis chair up many a better man, I made a mistake, tampered with, everv man and"
gone through my hands.” he sent his cursed jackal with letters to language is spoken™ Youtillncvèrbe were ,Z™LZP ZZZ & tHed ZrhZZ/ZZ1 h w,th ? plate.of ^,nd" For all that, we know he has secret word of writing entnistedV^

He dabbed his forehead with a corner his son. I intercepted those letters, and able to recover vour honor von will be and ,hf„°^ents ^ Z",.1 was if,6»,., fell wlm wjn my b.and’ Uearl^ jan into Ray, copies of all the work he has, done for eitlier at Braster House or r,’e *5 f'
of his handkerchief. There was a I burned them; bat I came straight to the scornofaHEnaUshmroandBnn tetVn jL/fn the a mp o£ tea- For a ready to dispose-of. Wlmt in God’s Square, has Ten got at 1W
streak of purple color in his cheeks. He London, and I found him out. X told lishwomen. I speak to you for year faeZ * 1 dared not look hw m * ™rts inZto" b°UL°r “7e p,ayed are we g<»a« to do with him?" of them are in piris to'-dav " C°P,e*
kept his bloodshot eyes fixed upon me. him then that I spared him only for mother's sake boy You ^have storied “la th;„ m» u .t.a feiterimrlv mtoZd thZZZ medyj Tben a servant ’What do you suggest?” Lord Chela- X looked at him in blank Vm„

“I will tell you something, Guy. be the sake of his son.- I told him that if life with a curT' heJtage l wanT to “f ifaVto.t I know ” I ^wetod?" ^ and whmpered in my ford asked softly. The thing seeme? impossible m'Uement-
» said, “which will astonish you. You ever again he attempted in any way to make allowance for it ” 8 Then we we,V«ilen7’ WitoZ little ™. „ ' . Xr-V way would not be yours,” Ray ’But in very many cases " I nr.,„ , ,

realize for yourself, of coarse, that such communicate with him personally or by I looked him straight in the face. sigh she sink Twn^the corner of a ”?I3,.Prace would be glad to see you answered, with a hard laugh. “I am “the code word for opening thZuL |Z
details as you have spoken of can never letter, nothing should stay my hand. He “I am afraid, Ootonel Ray,” ™ said, higlUl^keTeasv ctota ît seemrt to me m rtbt llbraP’ *•” . only half civilized, you know, and would been known only to Colonel Rat f
be kept altogether secret? Tjiere are al- had a very clear warning. He has “that you are not inclined to give me that she ZeeThinnfZïhet romethinz of « 1 rose at once. Angela’s eyes were ?>K>ot him without remorse. Such a Duke and myself.” " the
ways leakages, sometimes very consid- chosen to defy me. I only regret, mad- credit for very much rommon sense the^ebenTe of bTr ^Dnear- fixed ,uP”n mine questioningly. . As I breach of trust as this deserves death.” “The fact remains as I l,„TP . ,
erable leakages. Yes, Guy, he added, am, thpt the law has no hold upon yon Take those papers to LorcTchelsford I ^Jr coming passed. the table I spoke to her,..and We are’, unfortunately,” I»rd Chels- it,” Ix>rd Chelsford said si ,wb .aud
“there are people, friends of mine in alsa” will come round to your rooms as s^on to Lo^on l kuIw t^t she wa” in ffi?J raised my voice so that Ray f«rd remarked, “not in a position to information is positive. WhenTu J'v
Paris, who are willmg to pay a very She turned from him scornfully and as possible.” i alîZ Zv the b?,vd bear. adopt such extreme measures. It would to me and suggested that vm, Z
large sum of money—such a large sum iajd her hand upon my father’s shoulder. “He looked „t mo tt”d 1 -dired not ask b Y«“r- father has sent for me, Lady "ot even be wise for us to attempt to make two copies of everything n~hOTlli
of money that it is worth dividing, Guy Her very touch seemed to impart life jDK Ea2e d at me wrtb eag ’ a cb" ^t*ZfZ1’,i.„v • h.v to Angela. He is terribly industrious to- formulate a legal charge against him. reel, one a mass.of incorrectness ? Z°r'
-for just a bare outline of the whole to him. His words were not very co-' ' n this»” RrostZ romTZI'’ Ze seid endd^lv The position is somewhat embarrassing, admit that I thought the Z'1
scheme. Foolish! Of course it is fool- herent, but they were comprehensible. '‘Certainlv”” Y aZwered Yon Tm toZZnd mZtZrf vn i^time .. Sha smtled back to me quietly. I What do you suggest, Duke?’ fetched and unworkable. Events Z"'
ish. But with them money s no o* “I kept my word/ Ray. Yes, I kept Harmed about to fay something î??ng ITavoif mf hall for a minute,-and I glanced towahis the Duke, and I ever, have proved other»™* hew’
ject. They think they are getting value my word," he said. “I never sent for but chang«!hiSmi,d HcLftmcwitb ’ IdonAtknlZmW fsthc matter with Ray »»e there.. He did not speak was surprised to see that his hands were safely received everything
for it. Absurd! But, Guy, what should him. Ask him; ask her. We met by, “ut anothf wor7 I stronld h?ek to?Â him hnt beT»fwomefkf a walMng wo?’ Z”1 he motioned me fiercely to Asking. For a man who rarely dis- sent me, and up to the present it ,k 
you say to five thousand poundsr accident. I told him my address. That -the sitting rooV" \Xv father Tith on tra-’evh ” ^ h ^ " 8 ?!!eed? b™ to **• library. Directly we played feeling the Duke seemed to be exception of that first plan ofth^ru
, “It is a large sum, I answered. is all. He came here this afternoon with empty tumbler in hiVh.nS nTZ ‘T1™. n„, «void vou ” I enteyed 't Was clear that something un- wonderfully affected. Chester forts, our secretes are imvj/

eH plucked me by the sleeve. His a message from the Duke." !d tov« toe tobl»V hreltotov said “ 6 ^ tW* to avold yoU’ 1 had happened. The great safe “I can suggest nothing,” he answered But now we have come to z d “adwT-

*-»'•* - .asfjrsau*»anusàskiSSïs œ^Uî!ts^s&&e• èjasictsas«;«teïsartrsr*: sssyrt sar w* «fe-Æïi J, is»"*.- ».„«* .asawMiyjrsra»
- \ I must think, I said. The Dnke sent for me, ’ my step* “Yes” I answered “Will Ton rot She shook her head deiertedlv «r»€ solemnly closed - the door, alowly. “Duke, should I be taking a , * thought that you would ask that”He. leaned back in his chair. . mother said, quietly. ready nlease 7 ro tJl/v,,, ro 1“? «.In i “Ray,” he said, “I am glad that yon liberty if I ask^d to be left alone with he aaid- “It is not altogether L .V:

“Why?” lie asked. “What need is She did not for a moment quail before the Duke.” ' X am frightened of Colonel Ray It is like are here. Something serious 1 has hap- this young man for five minutes?" question to answer. Remember this
there to hesttote? The chance may slip the scornful disbelief which Ray took She rose to her feet at once, and mov- to”t just now.” ^ »DuZme’ Ifrd Gh;!sford The Dnke rose slowly to his feet. He Th= French War Office are today in
by* „There are many others on the look no^pams to hide. ed towards the door. I was left alone “But yov should try and get over it,” an? L?e8!fé yoU a few.(ïu^|tioiis. had the air of one not altogether approv- Possession of an altogether false scheme
0Qt- . You can see for yourself if you life,” with my father, but he never stirred I said gentlv "He has strange moéd’s f bowed. What Was coming I could ing of the suggestion. Ray glowered o£..°“r proposed defences—a

There is no one outside the Military she continued “that in.a few minutes I during her absence, nor did I speak to but you should always remember that not,lDdeed imàgme, unless Ray had al- upon us both, but offered no objection 'mhlch' lf they continue to regard it J 
Board save myself who could give these shall leave this house, with you if you him. She returned jn a few minutes, he fs^the man whomTyou are going to t a î£ey left the room together. Lord ^?nuine» «hould prove nothing short of
particulara,” I said slowly. are gallant enough to offer me your es- dressed very quietly, and wearing a vei marrv There ought to be everv confi- word code for the safe today Chelsford at once turned to me. disastrous to them. Only you and I „“B?t ™y fr-enfs " ^ sud sharply cort, and I shall go straight to Caven- which completely oLmred her ffaîuros! ^7 betw^n you,'and I kHZ-yZ, I Z'L,Magentfl’ 1 »e Duke “Ducaine,” he said, “forgive me .that 8/"«t *t present. Positively Î

Theirs is a foolish offer. They may dish Square. You have no imagination, We walked to the corner of the square know that he is very fond of you ” “ kSi’ , . . „ T, . I did not come to your aid. I will see did ?t,feeI that 1 cared to extend that
change their minds. Guy, my boy, I Colonel Ray, or you would not be so and then I called a hansom. She leaned n littto forward^ Her hair „Tbat,1.8.correct,,sir,. I answer^. that you do not suffer later on. But knowledge to a single other person"
know the world well. Let me give, utterly surprised. Think for a moment. “I know nothing about Lord Blena- was a lîttk disheveled hLr face was al- .^nditwas known to whom?" what in Heaven’s name is the meaning “But yon might have told Colonel R,v
you a word of advice. When a good Does no reason occur to you why the von,” she said a litths wearilv “I sun- nuwt hmyo-owi nl!,iar y.n wna ni1:v Lord Chelsford, yourself, Colonel of this last abstraction from the safe?” and the Duke »M>aratelv ” I rpinnrt<»/iïraîSgîiïïy&rïK,L. %rtir£U5T&-r «rtaa—i»—
WT thrust" my hand into my breast- this absurd story is true,” be said, tnZ” l'rema'rk^? th8n ^ ^ J™* ^1” the Guildford Camp, agreed. “Ducaine, Sp&TrSSUf

pocket and drew out a roll .of papers. and the Duke has really„sent to ask “Tell me what he is like—the Duke?” somebody—heln me”"” * ° the new map of Surrey pricked for forti- do you know why Lord Blenavon left l>ke starvation, and it is terrible for
His eyes gleamed with excitement. ne^s °t Blenavon from yoh—well, he is she asked abruptly. Her head fell ‘«nddenlv forwnrd »nd ®cations, and one or two transport England so suddenly?” them to think of me as they are doinz

He almost snatched at the papers, but a bl*fer foo> thaa 1 took him for. What “He is a typical man of his class,” I was buried in her hands Her whole SCb.Z3es’., £. n°?wered. „ “Colonel Ray knows, sir,” I answered.
I held them ont of his reach. Then with ar« those papers?1 answered. "He is-stiff, obstinate, punc- frame shook with convulsive weening Exactly!, Those documents are now Ask him! ’ Bord Chelsford poured himself out
a sharp little cby the woman stood sud- My father laid his trembling hands up- tilious, with an extreme sense of honor, and then suddenly a little white hand “ r “ZT8; .v « „ Lord Chelsford became very thought- a «lass of wine, and held it up to the
denly between us. There was a look al- onJJ*m- to gratify which, by-the-way, he has shot out towards me She did not look 1 strode to the.safe and looked m. It fui. ' light for a moment,
mest of horror on her pale strained face, “They have nothing to do with you,” just deliberately pauperized himself. He up, but the hand ™ as toere timid vet as Ze Puke had sald- The safe “‘Ducaine,” he said, “we are in a fix. Mr. Ducaine,” he said, “a secret is 
as she held out her hand as though to be explained; nothing at all! It is a will not remind you in the least of Lord inviting. I drôppetTon my knee by her “tF^c^calIy empty. So far your plan has worked to perfec- aJery subtle thing. Though the people
push me away. httle family matter—between Guy and Blenavon.” • side and I held R In mine^ -JTbeyrZere there ais mining, I ‘ion. Paris has plenty of false informa- who handle it are men of the most un-

“Guy are you mad?” she cried. 5îe" îyotblugJnore- They belong to me. “I should imagine not;” she answered. “Dear Ladv Angela” Ï murmured said’. “was arranged that I should tion, and your real copies have all reach- blemished honor and reputation, still theT^efus6'stood^^utupon^Ty father’s Ray,-why are you always Then there was a sbo’rt silence, and I “You must way like ?h” you firoTlhlnganZtol.018 °f ^ Zafe tha ad eafely’ But if you leave, how is J*wer ‘hey are, the safer the Ufeof
interfering m my concerns?” could see that she was crying under her must not Rav ir not used to women 0rst “tag, .and take any finished work this to be carried oh? I do not know -------

Ray turned to me. There was a look veil. I laid my hand upon hers. andyou ato vert- young Bbt he loves i™ War Office. Do you remem- whom I mistrust, but if the day’s work
Ï; b*9 ®-ves wbl>* I really understood “I am afraid,” I said gently, “that I y“, TluïS, thL he îovcs you ” b5,„wh<> has been ln “« room today, bf the Board is really to be left in the
At that moment I think that I hated have misled you a little. Yon are wor- “Î don’t—wdnt him to love me ” she Z?v " ' sâf^ either here or at Braste

tying about me, and it isn’t half so sobbed “OhA know that T am foolish Yourself, myself and the woman ‘Ton mtiet choose my 'successor your- 
necessary as you imagine. You thought tid wik-ed aid àîldtah tot I am afo^id a”i lpa,r »r so ngoJ” «elf^sir/* I interrupted.,
me .mad to listen to my father’s offer, of him” Bjnith-Lessmg? I èxclaimed. The Duke has always opposed my

st.*sste28”iis&ssrMirunssi- - w.My words eeSe4: to het. h«^faVto âil ta^ctrtad up in ZEf? you leavd" her atohe here?” I h’«Ornent just noyr-<3v^H ptoiMeie thaf you do tot smptet
She pushed up fier "veil aid loked at tto roroe7oT tto Chhta tor face hidden “tiP* * ' ? Z ' ! ' ' W yotir sutimary. You dOn'f over do it. -elttor Of them?” I remarked. '
me eagerly. h«- slto dtlictie ^figurekhakito even «mutes otiy.” the Dnke an- -Bfwyftm* b jtot fcJtUe imng. -I am •• “Jw Abrordity of it is obvious,”

“Well? Go on !” she exclaimed. now and then mth fobs All the wh to SSw 1 w»s called up on the tele- not sure even now Whether I should not Lord Chelsford answered. “But tile
“There are some things,” I said, I longed passionately to take her into £r®P tb<? °t Lords. I did do better to tell Ray and the Duke the force of my former remark remains,

“which I bave made np my mind to tell my arms and Zmfort her not imagino that tlfere could be the truth.” like that secret better when it rests be-
no one. But at least I can assure you -Don't'” I begged1 “Oh don’t Rav I'-l*81 r,5*m 1?T1,ne hef- for without ^*Jam ta your hands, sir,” I answered, tween you and me. It means, I know,
of this. I am not nearly in so desperate has told me hiZtofv He ’harmade me to* ^?owIed8e J*; that word Magénta “You must do as you think, best.” that for a time-I promise you that ii
a position as you and Colonel Ray seem his confidant He has told me tow uu- fmito ” would defy a professienal lock- . “They will be back in a moment.. It shall be only for a time—you must lose
to think.” hLTrL “„7i,™ i. u™ s™ “• is absurd to doubt either of them, Du- your friends, but the cause is great

She caught hold of my hand and you^Oh Lady"IStela^wha^i*1 there™ rmJ°Z Wll‘, î.org>T« tag suggesting it, -caioe. Yet I shall keep silent. I have enough, and it should be within our pow-
grasped it convulsively. The hart lines eZsav“’ WhL^n I dZ»” 1 yonr ,®race’ -sflid’ with ««me hésita- an idea. - Agree to everything I say.” er to reward you later on.”
seemed to have fallen away from her I was losing mv head a little I think tl0n’ • buttyon have ”ot- 1 Presume, had The Duke and Ray retamed together. ‘Oh, I am willing enough,” I answer-
face. She smiled tremulously. f„r her fingera^re grifning minf enn Z ‘to 80 t0 the <**« during the Lord Chelsford turned to them. ed. “But may I ask what you are going

“Oh, I am glad!” sto declared “I ZLZL ZZ1 Z,? I dayî •/ - “Mr. Ducaine,” he said, coldly, per- to do with me?"
am glad!” ' wMch g^emed to be dravring me t “I.haTe not>” the Duke answered sists in his denial of any knowledge of Lord Chelsford smoked in silence for

Just then a carriage naesed no arid I u fiZT. ro aZ ' 8 H “ tersely’ today’s affair. With regard to the fu- several moments,
saw Lady Angela leanPa little forward “I am miserabte ’’ she murmured « ‘^Zto1 cann<?t SU8gest aPy explana- tore, I have offered him his choice of an “Mr. Ducaine,” he said, “who is there
in her seat as though to gain a totter Then snddeflv ’ w ZhZ Zm^nt ti(Z °J the opening of tlie safe,” I ad- arrest on the charge of espionage, or a in the household of the Duke who opens
view of us. 8 8 “ 6*tter ar™Zn mT nfZ ZT “Z UrTt,to.d «“-ZV .U wal '“Possible for Mrs. twelve months’ cruise on the Ajax, which .that safe and copies those papers? Who

?.r°UmLmy - 0eg.’ ,her yet tear-stained Smith-Lessing to have opened it unless leaves for China tomorrow. He lias is the traitor?” 
kZt to „ t l 8earlely She knew the code wort.” chosen the latter. I shall take steps of
«toZZf 7Z happened' b}U 1 k”ew “it The question is,” the Duke said quiet- courae to see that he is not allowed to 
Slî , r * andmy L,ps J2? Iy, “did she know itr land at any calling place, or despatch
pressed to hers A sudden, Wntifui, Then I realized the object of this letters.
wave of color flooded her cheeks; she cross-examination. The color flared sad- Ray smiled a little cruelly, 
smiled gladly up at me. She gave a dently into my cheeks, and as suddenly “The idea is an excellent one, Chels- 
delicious little sigh of satisfaction and left them. The absence of those papers ford,” he said. “When did you say that 
then toned her face on my shoulder, was extraordinary to me. I utterly the Ajax sailed?”
Almost at the same, moment Ray en- failed to understand it. “Tomorrow,” Lord Chelsford answer-
tered the room. , _ “I think I know what you mean, sir.” ed. “I propose to take Mr. Ducaine to
,, s'>e did not at once raise her head, al- I said. “It is true that "Mrs. Smith- my house tonight, and to hand him over

.thought she pushed me gently away Lessing is my stepmother. I believe it to the charge of a person on whom I
from her at. the sound of the opening is true, too, that, she is connected with can thoroughly rely.”
"PPf• But I,, who was standing facing the French Secret Police. I was there The Duke looked at me 
that direction, saw him from the first, this afternoon—you yourself sent me 
a dark stem figure, standing as tfiough But I did not tell Mrs,' Smith-Lessing 
rooted to the ground ^with the door- the code word, and I know nothing of 
handle still in his hand. For the sec- the disappearance of those documents 
old time m one dky to seemed to have Then Ray moved forward and placed 
intervened at the precise psychological deliberately upon - the table the roll of 
moment. He did not speak to me, nor papers which I had given up to him a 
I to him. Lady Angela, as though won- few hours a£o.
dering at the silence, turned her head at “What about these?” he asked with 
last, and a little gqsping cry broke from biting scorn. , “Tell the Duke and Lord 
ber,.lips: , Chelsford where I found them! Let ns

’ Mostyn, she exclaimed. “Is that hear yonr glib young tongue telling tlie 
you t truth for once, sir.”

For answer he turned towards the Both the Duke and Lord Chelsford 
wall and flooded the room with electric were obviously startled. Ray had always 
light. Then he looked at us both intent- been my friend and upholder. He spoke 
ly and mercilessly;-only this time I saw now with very apparent enmity, 
that much of his wonderful self-control “Perhaps you would prefer to tell the 
was wanting. HU did not answer Lady story yourself,” I answered. “I will cor- 
Angela. He did not glance towards tor. rect you if it is necessary.”

“Yon cur!” he cried. “Twice in a day “Very well,” he answered. “I will tell 
am I to be brought face to face with the story, and a pitiful one it is. This 
your cursed treachery? Twice in a boy is watched, as we all know, for, 
day! Lady Angela-, may I beg,that you owing to my folly in ignoring antece- 
wul tearc us.” dents, a great trust has been reposed

bhe stood up and faced him, slim and in him. News was brought to me that cd. 
white-faced, yet with her head thrown he, had been seen with his father and 
back iind her voice steady. Mrs. Smith-Lessing in Gattini’s restaur-

Mostyn,” she said, “this is my fault, ant. Later, that he had found his way 
I do not. ask for your forgiveness. I to their lodgings. I followed him there, 
hafe behaved shamefully, but I was He may have gone there with an er- 
miserablc, and I forgot. Mr. Ducaine rand from you, Duke, but when I arriv- 
is Blameless. It was my fault.” ed he was doing a little business on his

lou will pardon the keenness of my own account, and these papers were in 
■observation,” he answered, “but the at- the act of passing from him to his 
titude in which I was unfortunate father."
enough to find you tells its own story. “What are they?” Lord Chelsford 
lou_ will oblige me, Lady Angela, by asked.
leaving us alone.” “Your Lordship may recognize them”

1 would have spoke», but she held out I answered quietly. “They are a sum- 
-*Th?Zd; . _ , . _ „ , n'ary of the schemes of defence of the
I think you forget. Colonel Ray/' she southern ports. I was at that moment, 

said, that this is my house. I am not fthe moment when Colonel Ray entered, 
disposed to leave you and Mr. Dceatae considering an offer of five thousand 
here together m your present mood.” pounds for, them.”

He langhed harshly. , Even Ray was staggered at my ad-
Are you afraid for your lover?” to mission, and the Duke looked as though 

asked. I promise you that I will hold he could scarcely believe his ears. Lord 
tas person sacred.” Chelsford was busy looking through the

Lady Angela,” I begged. Please papers, 
leave us. I—” » _ “You young blackguard,” Ray uttered

.then came an interruption so unex- through his teeth. “After that admission 
pected and yet so natural that the whole do you still deny that you told Mrs 
scene seemed at once to dissolve into Smith-Lessing, or whatever the woman 
bathos. The dqor was thrown open, and calls hereslf, the code wort for that 
a footman ushered in callers. safe?” '■

“Latly Chelsford and the Marchioness “Most certainly I deny it,” I answer- 
of Cartonne, yonr ladyship,” he an- ed firmly. “The two things are wholly 
nounced. ‘Mrs. and the Misses Colqu- disconnected.”t
hone. Sir George Treherne!" The Duke -sat town heavily in his

It was a_ transformation. The room, chair. I knew very well that of the 
with its dull note of tragedy, was end- three men. he was the most surprised.

Three Men From Schoon 
brine go Hunting an 

Disappear

LITTLE HOPE IS ENTEf
cMreh Parties Fail to Locate 

Ones—All Are Well Kno 
Victoria Seafaring MenIf

Thrpe. well known sealers, 
Martin Douglas andPoirier,

Haggerty, all of whom have be 
lng seals for many years as 
of crews of various sealing 
calling from this port, are mist 
in the woods at Hesquoit, V 
Island, and slight hope w 
talned fqr their safety when t
ing schboner 
Tuesday morning, left Hesq
Wednesday.last.

The missing men were on tl 
ing schooner Umbrina, which j 
Hesquoit to land her Indian 
when on the way from Behri 
with 888 skins; 
schooner lay at anchor they 
to go Into the woods to Mint d 

They took one gun 
return

1 have Libbife, which
which you

whland

ducks.
food, Intending to 
schooner at nightfall.

It was 2:39 p. m. on Mondai 
the hunters we 

of the Ur

»
her 29, that 
ashore with one 
sealing boats, and they strut 
the woods behind the indian 
When the evening meal was p 
the men had not returned, an 
came, without any sign of them 
tain Biàkatad became alarm, 
day when he learned that nom 
men had returned to the villa 
he organized a search.

Antone Luokovitcn, the stor 
at Hesquoit, secured some Indi 
went in search. In me neck 
woods not far from the villa 
found the carcase of a fresh! 
deer, with the head missing, 
other trace of the hunters. 
Blakstad offered a reward of 
this Induced the Indians to ; 
hunt. Until Wednesday last 
the schooner Libble sailed, th« 
no hews whatever.

There Is a lake about th 
inland from the village whicl 
thé harbor, and it is thought , 
searchers that the three may ha 
tured upon the waters there In 
boat which the storekeeper » 
the lake. Ducks are plentiful 
vicinity, but the ground 
marshy, In'fact swampy to plat 
fears are entertained that the -i 
men were drowned.
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that secret.
“But the Duke and Colonel Ray'” T 

protested.
“I might remind you,” Lord Chelsford 

sala, smiling, that those are precisely 
the two persons who shared with you 
the knowledge of the word which opened

forehead. He regarded her with ming­
led anger and surprise.

“What do you mean, -Maud?” he ex 
claimed. “How dare you interfere?

“"-sr ssïiît.ly, “that you do not with me to join and then paused. 1 saw that my father 
you?” j was letfnmg forward, dtul lit his" shaking
•‘‘Join us! For Heaven’s sake, no!” iTTlZZ 1 glea“tng revolver. A 

she answered fiercely.. “Look at y»"' £mJ.Te hta, courage eeemed to 
father, an outcast all hie life. Do you <<R _ „ , i ««* ,want to become like him? Do you want , bj.®ied hoarsely, touch them
to turn the other way whenever you There
meet an Englishman, to skulk all your i TZans a ™oment.s breathless si-
days in hiding, to be the scorn even of TT l T an «credibly swift
the men who employ you? Guy, 11 ,my stepmother stepped in
would sooner see you dead than Part «. ®.eliaad.s“at^bed “P the little roll, 
with those papers/’ ^ ^*h
t.rI°U ‘Tato^no nôticem,offto” Guy! I 8*StUre °$ de8pair she Md the“ to 

Five thousand poundslY will see it paidi “Take them, Guy,” she cried,
to you, every penny of it. And not a Ray stood by my side, and I felt his
eoul will ever know. hand descend like a vice upon my shoul-

My father stood over her; and there I der y 3 “
was a threat in his face. She did not ’ “Give me .those papers,” he demanded 
«brink from him for a memento She I hesitated for a moment. Then I 
laid her white hands upon my shoulders, obeyed him. I heard a little sob from 
and she, looked earnestly into mj eyes. I behind. The pistol had fallen from my 

Guy, she said, even now I do not father’s shaking fingers, his head had beüeve that you meant to to so very, fallen forward 7pon his hands, 
very foolish. But I want you to go away 
at once. You should never have come.
It is not good for yon to come near 
either of.us.”

I. rose obediently. I think that if 11 tered. 
had not been there my father would My stepmother turned upon him, pale 
have struck her. He was almpst speech-ho the lips, with blazing eyes. j 
less with fury. He poured himself out “You are out of your senses,” she ex- 
another glass of brandy with shaking claimed. “Guy, this man is a bully. All 
hngera. . his life it has been Ills pleasure to’per-
, "Thank you ” I said to her amply eecute the weak and. defenceless. The 
*T do not think these papers are worth apapers are yours. I do not know what 
five thousand. Let me tell you what I they are, nor doe* he,” she added, point- 
«came here for. I am a messenger from ing to where my father still crouched- 
the Duke of Rx>wchester. before the table. “Don’t let him frigh-
i My father dropped^ his glass. Mrs. ten you into fiiving them up. He is trv- 
&nith-Lessing .looked bewildered. tag to drag you into the mesh, with us

“The Duke,” I said to her, “desires Don’t let blip! You have nothing to do 
to see you. Can you come to Cavendish with us, thank Heaven!”
Square this-afternoon?” She stopped suddenly, and snatched
, “The Duke?” ebe murmured. the pistol from my father’s nerveless
i “He wishes to see you, I repeated, grasp. Then her hand flashed out Rav 
“Shall I tell him that you will call at was covered, and her white fingers nev- 
fonr o’clock this afternoon, or will you I er quivered. Even Bay took a quick 
go back with me?” step backward

‘Do you mean this?” she asked in a “Give him back those papers” she 
low tone. “I do not understand- it. 11 commanded. ' 
have never seen the Duke in my life.” I 

"I understand no more than yon do,” fire.
I assured her. “That is the message.” “I gave them to him willingly,” I told 

/ - I “I do not promise to come, she said. her. “I do not wish to have them back.
“I must think it over.’ He is one of my employers, and he has
I My father pushed her roughly away, a right to claim them.”

“Gome, there’s been enough of this I spoke firmly, and she saw that I 
fooling,” he declared roughly “Guy, sit was at any rate in earnest. Yet the look 
down again, .my boy. We must bave an- which she threw upon me was a strange
other talk about this matter.” one. L felt that she was disappointed,

I turned Upon him in a momentary that a certain measure of contempt too 
fit of paseiçm. was mingled with her disappointment.

“I have no more to say, sir, I de- She threw the pistol on to the sofa and 
dared. “It seems that you are not con- shrugged her shoulders. 
t<nt with ruining your own life and “After all,” she said, “I suppose you 
overshadowing mine. You want to drag are right. .The whole affair is not worth 
«ne, too, down into the slough.” these heroics. I am ready to go with

“You don’t understand, my dear boy!” you to the Duke, Guy, unless Colonel 
The door opened and Ray entered. Ray has any contrary orders for us.”

My bundle of papers slipped from my Ray turned to me.
fingers on to. the floor in the excitement “You must come with me at once to
of the moment. I my rooms,” he said coldly. “This per­

son can find the Duke by herself, if in­
deed the Duke has sent for her.”

I understood then why people hated I
............. - , Bay. There was a vein of positive bru-

I saw then what a mans face may tality somewhere in the man’s nature,
look like when to is stricken with a “I am sorry,” I answered him, “but I I
sudden paralyzing fear. I saw my fath- cannot come to yonr rooms at present 
er sit in his chair and shake from head The Duke is my present employer and 
to foot. Ray’s black eyes seemed to be I am here to take Mrs, Smith-Lessing 
flashing upon ns all the most Unutter- to him. As long as she is willing to ac- 
"Me scorn. cept my escort I shall certainly carry

“What is this pleasant meeting which out my instructions.”
I deem to have interrupted, eh?” he ask- “Don’t be a fool, boy,” Ray exclaimed 
ed, with fierce sarcasm. “Quite a fam- sharply. “I want to give you a last 
■ly reunion!” chance before I go to Lord Chelsford.”
! My stepmother, very pale, tot very “I do not think,” I answered, “that I 
Calm, answered him. care about accepting iliy favors from

“To which you,” she said, “come an you just how, Colonel Rav. Nor am I 
uninvited guest.” at all sure that I need, them,” I added,

i He laughed harshly. He turned on his heel, but at/lhe door
! “You shall have others, other unin- he hesitated again. -v- .
ffited guests, before many hours are J “Guy,” he said in a low tone, “

1

the safe.” Howev
tain Blakstad and those”.ass 
with hint In-the. search wene-etil 
ful and sparing no effort to fin 
traee.of the men.

The fact that Hesquoit Is on a 
sula, with Nuchatalltz Inlet at o 
and Esperanza Inlet at the otto 
high land not far from salt . 
coupled with the fact that Poirl 
those with him are experienced 
ers, leads many to believe that 
haj> has befallen tijem. 
they say, the men would easlV 
made their way to the salt wate 
the woods.

I

i

Ottl

y
William Poirier was mate _e 

sealing schooner Agnes 
owned by Captain* Balcom and 
of this city, and was Imprisom 
Captain Ryan and, others at 
video when the schooner was 
1904 by a Uruguayan .gunboat, 
being released from the prli 
Montevideo he was sent to 
and Captain J. W. Peppett se 
him to join the Umbrina. His 
resides at Sooke. Poirier hai 
engaged in sealing, as a hunt 
various schooners, for the past 
years.

Martin Douglas has been a 
eteerer on the schooner Umbri 
some seasons. He was a mem 
the schooner’s crew when ( 
Peppett, the owner, took the ve 
Behring Sea In 1889. He was a 
couver last spring when the sc 
was being outfitted, and came 
there to join the vessel last 
As far as known he had no re 
in Victoria, his parents residing 
United States.

George Haggerty is the son 
sealer, and a native of North S 
C. B. His father was a hunter 
schooner Annie C. Moore, whlc 
afterwards burnt near Skagway, 
Captain Hackett was taking a 
to the Lynn Canal port durin 
early days of the Klondike rust 
has been sealing from various sc 
ers for many seasons. All thr 
very popular among their fellow 
ers and acquaintances.
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“God only knows!” I answered. “It 
is a hopeless mystery.”

‘Yet we must solve it,” Lord Chels- 
fort said, “and quickly. If a single 
batch of genuine maps and plans were 
tampered with, disparities Would 
tainly appear and the thing might be 
suspected. Besides, upon the face of it, 
the tiling is terribly serious.”

“You have a plan,” I said.
“I have,” Lord Chelsford answered 

calmly. “You remember Grooton ?”
“Certainly! He was a servant at 

Braster.”
‘And the Very faithful servant of his 

country also,” Lord Chelsford remarked. 
“Yon know, I believe, that he was « 
secret service man. He is entirely safe, 
and I have sent for him. Now I imag­
ine that the Duke will wish our new sec­
retary to live still at the ‘Brand’—he 
preferred it in your case, as you will 
remember. Our new secretary is going 
to be my nephew. He is very stolid 
and honest, and fortunately not a chat­
terbox. He is going to be the nominal 
secretary, but I want you to be the one 
who really does the work.”

“I am afraid I don’t understand!’ ' 
was forced to admit. .

“It will mean,” Lord Chelsford said, 
“some privation and a great deal of in­
convenience for yon. But I am gom8 
to ask you to face it, for the end to he 
gained is worth it. I want you also ta 
be at the ’Brand’ but to lie hidden an 
the day time. You can have one of the 
upstair rooms fitted as a writing room. 
Then you and my nephew can do the 
transposition. And beyond al! that 1 

-to think— to think and to

/CHAPTER XXXV.#
Angela’s Confession.

The Duke was in his ‘Study awaiting 
our arrival. I saw him rise and bow 

- stiffly to my stepmother. Then I closed 
the door and left them alone.

I wandered through the house, a little 
at a loss to know what to do with

Z
. , A tarty

remorse seemed for a moment to have 
pierced the busk of his colossal selfish 
ness.

cer-

“It is all my fault, my fault!” he mat-

self. I was too soon to go to Ray, and 
the work on which I was engaged was 
all in the study. Just as I passed the 
drawing-room door, however, it opened 
suddenly and Lady Angela came ont, 
talking to a white-haired old gentleman, 
who carried a stick on which he leaned 
heavily. He looked at me rather curi­
ously, and then began to hobble down 
the hall at a great pace. Lady Angela 
laid her hand upon his arm.

“Why, Sir Michael,-” she exclaimed, 
“this won’t do at all. You can’t look 
him in the face and run. Mr. Ducaine, 
this is Sir Michael Trogoldy.”

He swung round and held out his 
hand. His eyes searched my face eag­
erly.

“Nephew,” he said, “I wanted to meet 
. and I didn’t want to meet you. 

God bless my soul! you’ve got Muriel’s 
eyes and mouth. Come and dine with 
me one night next Week 
me know.

-

curiously.
“Mr. Ducaine consents to go?” he 

asked.
“It is a voyage which I have always 

desired to take,” I answered coolly/ 
though I had never expected to enjoy it 
at my country’s expense.”

The Duke rang the bell.
“Will you have Mr. Dticaine’s things 

packed and seat across—did you say to 
your house, Lord Chelsford?” a

“To my house,” Lord. Chelsford' as­
sented.

“To No. 19 Grosvenor Square.” the 
Dnke ordered. “Mr. Ducaine will not 
be returning.”

Lord Chelsford rose. I followed his ex­
ample. Neither the Duke nor Ray at­
tempted any form of farewell. The for­
mer, however, laid some notes upon the 
table.

“I believe, Mr. Ducaine,” he said, 
“that there is a month’s salary due to 
yout. I have added something to the 
amount. Until today I have always 
considered your duties admirably fullill-

K
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you,

THE WEIGHT OF A CROWI intervened, stepping into tto_line of Oy night; let 
Good-bye, good-bye, Lady 

Angela. God bless you. Here, James, 
give me your arm down the steps, and 
whistle for my fellow to draw up. There 
be is, in the middle of the road, the 
blockhead.”

Lady Angela and I exchanged glances. 
I think that we should both have laugh­
ed but for the tears which we had 
seen in his eyes.

“Poor old man,” she murmured. “He 
is very nervous and very sensitive. I 
know that he dreaded seeing you, and 
yet he came this afternoon for no other 
purpose. Will you come into the draw­

ing-room for a moment?”
There was a. certain stiffness in her 

manner, which was new to- me. She 
remained standing, and her soft dark 

full of grave inquiry.
Mr. Ducaine,” she said, “I passed 

you just now driving in a handsome with 
a person—-of whom I disapprove. May-

know—is it any secret why you 
with her?”

“It is no secret at all, Lady Angela,” 
answered. “I was sent to fetch her 

by your father.”
“By my father?” she repeated in- 

creduliusly. “Do you mean that she 
is in this house?”

“Certainly,” I answered. “Your 
father is anxious, I . believe, about Lord. 
Blenavon. It occurred to me that he 
perhaps hoped to get some news of him 
from Mrs. - Smith-Lessing» At any rate 
he sent me for her.”

She seemed to me tft be trembling a 
little. Her eyes sought mine: almost pa­
thetically* She was afraid of something. 
In the half-lights she appeared to me 
then so frail an<T girlish that a great 
wave of tenderness swept in/ upon me.

Engineers in designing bridge 
turnpikes and common roads act 
principle, says “Engineering,” tl 
Probable contingency could crowd, 
to such an extent as to give a 
of more than 80 lbs. per square i 
floor; and this may safely be tal 
the maxiumm load on spans of 2< 
more. To cotiipensate, However, 
Pact, 100 lbs. is often adopted 
limit for crowds. Mr. Nash, the 
teet of Buckingham Palace, wed 
closely together as possible 
y*en within an area of 20 ft, dia 
in this extreme case a result of 1 
per square foot was obtained, 
the latter, however, is by no mea 
maximum that can be reached is 
by the result attained by Mr. $ 

according to “Engineering 
tamed a load of 147.4 lbs. per 
toot by packing 58 Irish laborers 
? space. Yet Mr. Stoney’s high 
^ by tio means conclusive, as Mr. 
yolmson, professor of enginee 
harvard university, has substa 
shown, as the result of prolong 
continuous experiments. The test 
carried out with men selected* 
among his own engineering pupils 
university, care being taken th* 
selected for the investigation she 
oj average and normal build, and7 
of those that would be found in tl 
eral .crowd. The results attaine< 
somewhat startiin 
fcc* of the

.
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I looked at the notes and at the Duke.
“I thank your Grace,” I answered. “I 

will take the liberty of declining your 
gift. My salary has been fully paid."

For n-moment I fancied I caught a 
softer gleam in Ray’s eyes. He seemed 
about to speak, but checked himself. 
Lord Chelsford hurried me from the 
room, and into Ills little brougham, which 
was waiting.

“Do you really mean me to go to 
China, sir?” I asked him, anxiously.

“Not I!” he answered. “I am going 
to send you to Braster.”

want you 
watch.”

My heart leaped with joy to think 
that after all I was not to go into exile. 
Then the quiet significance of L/™ 

-Chelaford’s last worts were further im­
pressed upon- me by the added gravity 
of hier manner.

“Mr. Ducaine,” he said, “you must see 
for yourself that I am running a eery 
serious risk in making these plans witn 
you behind the backs of the Duke or 
■Rowchester and Colonel Ray. The Duke 
is a man of tile keenest sense of honor, 
as his recent commercial transactions 
have shown. He has parted with a 
hundred thousand pounds rather than 
that the shadow of a stigma should rest 
upon his name. He is also my personal 
friend, and very sensitive of any advice 
or criticism. Then Ray—a V. C.. and 
one of the most popular soldiers in Lng- 
land today—he also is quick tempered, 

You can see

a gr

I

eyes were

OH AFTER XXXIV. 

Myself and My Stepmother.

v
CHAPTER XXXVII.

I were
Lord Cheisford’s Diplomacy. 

i-L dined alone with Lord and Lady 
Chelsford. From the moment of our ar­
rival at Chelsford House'-my host had 
encouraged nothing but the most general 
conversation. It happened that they 
were alone, as a great dinner party had 
been postponed at the last moment ow­
ing td some Royal indisposition. Lord 
Chelsford in lifs wife's presence was 
careful to treat me as an ordinary guest ; 
but directly she had left the room and 
we were alone he abandoned his reti­
cence.

“Mr. Ducaine,” he said, “from the 
.time of our last conversation at the War 
Office and our Subsequent tete-a-tete I 
have reposed in you the most implicit 
confidence."

and he also is my friend, 
for yourself that in acting as I am, Be­
hind the backs of these men, I am /'trouble,

ranking myself open to very grave 
Yet I see no alternative. There is a 
traitor either on tlie Military Board o 
closely connected with the Duke's house­
hold. He does not know it, nor ' ’ 
they know it, but everyone of bis ser­
vants has been vigorously and zealousi 
watched without avail. The circle ha

g, and proved t 
generally accepted idei 

conclusive manner. The maximi 
suit attained showed that by cr< 
07 men, averaging 151.5 lbs. e 
weight, within a space of 64 squa 
a maximum result of 156.9 It 
square foot was obtained. When 
résulte wer* published in 1904 the’will ■{Continued on Page 8.)
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