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TGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

seheol Teacher’s Disfranchisement
struck Out of Bill by the
Attorney-General.

opposition Protest Against Depriv-
ing Public Servants of the
Rights of Citizenship.

MONDAY, February 13.

Anticipations were fully realized with
respect to the debate upon the Provoin-
cial Blections bill, the fundamental prin-
ciple of which is the disfranchisement of
the civil service, proving eone of the
most animated and interesting of the
present session. It opened ere the house
had been sitting half an hour this .af-
ternoon, and was still in pregress when
the hands of the «clock indicated six, the
usual heur of .adjournment, Mr. Helme-
ken then having the goor. At the out-
et of the debate Attorney-General Mar-
tin gave the character of the bill quite
4 different complexion from .that self-in-
dicated by the measure, stating that it
had not been his intention, mor that of
he government party, to amake its pro-
visions apply to the school teachers of
the province, That it did so was purely
and entirely his fault in supervising the
drafting of the measure, and .this fault
he would take steps to remedy as soon
45 the committee stage was reached.

The estimates were not .Jaid on the
1able :as ‘had ‘been promised several 'days

go, but two very important government
bills were distributed -during .the sitting,
and the registrar’s announcement of the
cleetion of W. C. Wells for North East
Kootenay was read and entered on the
use journals in the .customary way.
There has been some delay in Mr. Wells’
arrival in the ‘Capital, but he has tele-
craphed that he will take his seat at the
irst -opportunity, although  proceedings
have been initiated in tne courts to void
his election. The grounds stated are that
the returning .officer did mnot himself
reach the place of nomination until the
expiry of time; that his deputy refused
to accept the nomination of Thomas For-
rest, -of Donald, when it was legally ten-
dered; and .that he, when he did arrive,
also refused the nomination of Mr. Fot-
‘est, 'without looking ac the ,papers pre-
<ented him, wunder the misapprehension
that he himself was proposed as the can-
didate.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock
ind prayers were read by Rev. W. Les-

» Clay.

A PETITION.

Mr. Munroe presenced a petition from
ratepayers -of the municipality of Lang-
ley, asking velief from their financial
complications, which petition was read
and ireceived.

REPORTED TO THE HOUSE.

Mr., Higgins presented a report from

ihe private bills committee, transmitting | pi

1o the house the bill for the incorporation

i the Atlin Southern Railway Company. | legislation—there being
3 S

This report was adopted.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.

Mr. Prentice presented the first report|2da, in that of
¢ the public accounts committee, which|9f much-despised Manitoba. It

wis read as follows:
“That the -overdraft at the Bank of
British Columbia on February 12, 1899,
wus $784,171.25. Prior to November 30,
nterest on ‘$600,000 was chargeable at
er cent., this being the limit of the
raft to November 17 when a fur-
~ amount of $200,000 was arranged
t 3% per cent. ‘On November 30 a
rrangement was made with the
whereby interest was veduced to
cent. on the entire overdraft.”
NEW MEASURES.
Cotton introduced a bill respecting
ics and other licenses, and Mr.
Ieane a bill to amend the Municipal
auses act, each of these measures be-
cad a first time and set for second
reading at the next sitting of the house.
A COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY.
r. Higgins moved, seconded by Mr.
itice, that a select committee - be
pointed to *“‘consist of Messrs. Pren-
ce, A, W. Smith, Macpherson, Helme-
en and thé mover, to visit the Victoria
juvenile reformatory, Victoria, and
Refuge Home, Vietoria, to enquire into
he working of these institutions, with
power to send for persons and papers
nd take evidence, and report the result
their enquiries to this house.”
In explanation the junior member for
IXsquimalt said that the Victoria gaol
and the reformatory were both govern-
nent institutions, whereas the Refuge
Home, while not coming under this
heading, had received a very considerable
donation last year from the government,
nd was therefore open to the enquirty
roposed. It was supposed to be an
ndenominational institution or it could
not receive assistance from the province.
The resolution was agreed to.
FINALLY DISPOSED OF.
The reports from the house committee
n the following bills were then adopted,
and the measures named passed their
third and final readings:
Real Property bill—Attorney-General.
Steam Boilers Tnspection  bill—Chief
Commissioner.
Execution bill—Attorney-General.
Judgments bill—Attorney-General.
Absconding Debtors bill. — Attorney-
General.
Land Registry bill—Attorney-General.
Department . of Mines bill— TFinance
Minister.
Department of Lands and Works bill
—Chief Commissioner,
THE ORDER DISCHARGED.
Hon. Mr. Cotton asked that the order
for committee on the ‘Succession Duty
bill be discharged.. He gave no explan-
atioin, and the order was disposed of
in accordance with his request.
PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS BILL.
In moving the second reading of the
Provincial Elections bill, the Attorney-
General said he thought that some slight
explanation might be due_to the house.
The amendments proposed to the exist-
ing law—or nearly all, perhaps with the
exception of one—were of rather tech-
nical nature. There were for example,
provisions for making the compilation of
the voters’ list more definite. Hereto-
fore a revision once a year had been pro-
vided for it was now intended to make
the revision semi-annual, while author-
ity was proposed to be given the Lieut.-
Governor-in-council to arrange for algo-
gether new lists in the cities of Vietoria,
Vancouver, New Westminster and Na-
naimo. By way .of illustratioin, there
appeared almost six thousand voters on
the list for Victoria City, while at a re-
cent election only something like 3,000
votes were cast all told, indicating that
a remarkably large proportion of the
voters named on the list had no right to
appear upen it, having either died or left
the city. It might with reason be asked
why, if a new list were desirable in the
city, it should not be equally necessary
and desirable in the country. Admitting
that it was equally desirable, there were
in the ecities greater facilities for dis-
seminating informatioin quickly, and it

Laol,

| themselves missing from the pew list.

1| instead of 8 and its closing at 7:30. Th
y . The
j reason fer this change was the conveni-

fiew roll, especially as there was no elec-
tion at hand. In any event the rural
lists did not appear so full of faults as
the city lists, and the new lists for the
four cities it was thought would meet
.the present necessities of the situation.
.When the bill now offered for second
reading, became law, the old lists in the
cities would be absolately done away
with, and it was imperative for one and
all to register if they wished their names
upon the lists. They would have ample
opportunity for doing so, and would Have
only themselves to blame if they found

e€re was another provision in the bill
that was ngw—that portion previding
for the opening of the poll in ecities at 9

ence of the workingman, who at presen
found it very difficult some ti-lgles t(f
get to ‘the polls, through being obliged
lt]q steal the time required for castsing
hxs votg from his allowance of the noon
. l;mr. A crowd at the polling booth was
therehy created, and very often the work-
Ingman after waiting for some time, was
obliged after'all to return to work with-
out gpportunity to cast his vote. This
Provision of the bill applied only to the
cities, for there only the necessity was
f_ound_—th.e hours for veting in the coun-
try districts remained the same, Still
anothex: provision was made by which
great inconvenience and loss of time
would be obviated in the cities each
ballqt box being counted by the per-
son in charge of it, and there being sep-
arate ballot boxes for the several polling
divtsgons. Provision was also made for
clearing up the uncertainties existing un-
der the bresent act with respect to the
presentation of election petitions the
law in this respect—acconding to the At-
torney-Ger.leral’s reading—being “a most
obscure piece of bungling.” To make
the matter clear and workable, it wag
provided that the general practice of the
Supreme court should apply and be fol-
lowed, except where specially provided
for case * arose, these being explicitly
giea.lt with in the bill. Then again, as
indicated several days ago, the direc,tion
of the provinical elections was taken out
of the hands of the registrar of the Su-
breme court, whose duties were in no
way _identified - with such work, and
p!:lcgd in the hands-of the deputs" pro-
vincial secretary, as in all other of the
provinces. Section 35 aimed to make the
law general that no election petition
should be tried during a session of par-
liament, this, too, being parallel to the
law of other provinces, the Dominion of
Canada, and the Imperial House of
Commpl;s. Had the former governments
of British Co i 6 date
lumbia done their duty
there would have been suchfs necessary
measure on the statute books years ago
and no necessity would have arisen fm"
the special legislation of the early part
of the present session, to which S0 great
objection had been raised, and which in
reality Jhad for its sole purpose, what:
ever might be said to the contrary, the
assuramnce of representation durin,'g’ this
%r(t)erstéﬁltYs;essxono to East Lillooet and
D ale. siti ions
Sleneit ) (Opposition expressions of
Another proposition contained in the
11 had for its object the correction of
yet another astounding omission in past
no provision at
a recount. Such a
found in the law of Can-
Ontario, and even in that
) had
been part of the general law in these
provinces and in the Dominion ever since
the ballot system had been in‘voduced,
a;xd_was most necessary and u-:eful, ob-
viating tedious and expensive proceed-
1ngs, and greatly reducing the 1:mber of
clection appeals finding their way into
the courts. Now, as to the most im-
portant change brought about by this
pro.posed. measure—the change upon
which dispute would be most likely to
arise, and which he had left for consid-
eration last of all. This change was
outlined in section 3 of the bill, which
snu_gpt to exclude from participation in
politics the regular members of the pro-
vincial civil service, the section in its en-
tirety reading:
“ No judge of the Supreme or County
Court, no sheriff or deputy sheriff, no em-
plo'yce of the provincial government who
is in receipt of salary of at least twenty-
five dollars per month, no sailor, marine
or soldier in the Imperial service, and no
officer & the Imperial service on full pay
shall b®entitled to have his name placed
upon the register of voters for any elec-
toral distriet.”
This was a question that had been
much debated, pro and con, and on
which the other provinces had divided
in their expressions of opinion as indi-
cated by their governing legislation.
Some went even so far as to exclude
from the exercise of the franchise the
members of the Dominion as well as the
Provincial civil service The question
was largely identified with that of a per-
manent civil service, the principle of
which was to allow appointees to retain
their positions so long as their duties
were properly performed, and they re-
frained from active participation in poli-
tical warfare. It would be admitted,
he thought, by every advocate of a per-
manent civil service policy, that ecivil
servants must be prevented from active
participation in election campaigns, and
the object of section 3 of this measure
was to accentuate this principle, it being
contended that the best thing that could
happen to a civil servant was to debar
him entirely from being brought into
the turmoil of politics by depriving him
of a vote. Those who had gone into the
civil service with the intention of giving
their best service to the country and
making it their life work, would be the
first to approve the principle enunciated
by this measure; and on the other hand,
they formed but a small proportion of
the entire electorate, by whom the bill
would certainly be favored. The propo-
sition was simply this—that so long as
a man drew his salary from the public,
he had no right to econcern himself about
the politics of those plased over him, as
the representatives of his employers—the
public.

The other change in the same section
was based upon another principle alto-
gether. It would be admitted by every-
one having at heart the welfare of the
country that the soldiers and sailors of
the Imperial government who happened
to be stationed here for a short time, or
at Vancouver, or any port in the prov-
ince, could know mnothing about the
province, its interests or its affairs, and
therefore were not eligible to have a
voice in saying to whose hands those
affairs should be entrusted. It was for
this reason that it was proposed in this
bill to exclude them from voting, and the
same argument applied in the case of
officers of Her- Majesty’s service, who
might perhaps be here for years it was
true, but who were at all times subjeet
to orders that- would immediately take
them away from the province a_nd all its
concerns. Looking at the subject mat-
ter of this bill from a purely party
standpoint, and it would appear the very
worst legislation that a government could
present. The members of the civil ser-
vice were chosen as a very general rule
from among the supporters of the gov-
ernment under which the appointments
were made, and would naturally support
the government ' in power. The very

the present time for
provision was

worst that could happen to the present

election, and as the ¢
ued in power it was /in the nataral order,
of events that its rawer in the civil ser-
vice vote would  comtinually increase.
This. was a poin’ which he merely men-
tioned; the fact was that the government
was actuated rolely by its-desire to main-
tain in all its efficienty the principle of
a permaneat civil service, removed as
far as possible from the arena of poli-
tics. It had been pointed out since the
bill had been 1aid before the house that
it disfranchised the school teachers. This
was something that had mever been con-
templated by the government, the party
or himself. He found on looking
through the bill that the complaint was
well founded, and when the measure
passed into committee he, would see that
steps were taken to assare to the teachers
the right of the franchise which it had
never been contemplated to take from
them. ™The error was one resting upon
himself entirely, in his supervision of the
drafting of the bill, and he would see
that it was effectively remedied.

MR. TURNER was glad to hear the
Attorney-General’s explanation contain-
ing the assurance that the school teachers
at least would be allowed to retain the
‘right of citizenship, a chief cause of ob-
jeetion to the bill being thereby removed.
The Attorney-General had devoted him-
self largely to details of the bill that were
not of especial interest to either the
house or the country, paying but little
attention to the sting of the measure,
which was found in the head—in that
third section that had been left to the
last, and then passed over with only the
most superficial defence. The provision
for a recount would not meet with any
opposition. Indeed it might have been
well had such a provision been earlier
introduced, as in that event the honor-
able gentlemen opposite would have two
members less sitting on their ‘side than
now. The Attorney-General had en-
deavored to make a point by saying that
it was not as a step towards securing a
party advantage that the goverhment
proposed to disfranchise the civil service,
and had intimated that the constitution
of the provincial civil service would ere
long be so materially altered that it
would consist almost altogether of sup-
porters of the government. This could
certainly be taken as nothing less than a
not very delicate hint that the policy of
decapitation was to be energetically pur-
sued, and the places filled out of the
office-seeking friends of the party. There
was oue thing about this proposed dis-
franchisement that appeared to him (Mr.
Turnyr) incomprehensible—why was it
that an employee of the government re-
ceiving a salary of $25 or less per month
was adjudged worthy of the right of the
franchise, while the man receiving $30
or $100 a month was deemed incapable
of giving an honest vote? And why, if
the government was so interested in pre-
serving the principle underlying the main-
tenance of a permanent civil service,
should they take the stand of separating
the school teachers from the rest of the
civil servants? There was serious -
consisteney here which the Attorney-
General would find it hard to explain.
As to the broad principle of excluding
the members of the civil service from
exercising their right of the franchise, it
was essentially’ in defiance of the spirit
of the age, which in England, and in all
other countries of advanced thought and
enlightenment, was moving in the con-|
trary direction, removing where possible
every obstacle that stood in the way of
enabling all branches of the civil service
to participate in citizenship. In Great
Britain long steps in this direction were
now being taken, and the lessons to be
found in the experience of other coun-
tries indicated this bill now presented to
be a backward move instead of forward.
He did not agree with the Attorney-Gen-
eral that the members of the civil ser-
vice would hail with rejoicing this propo-
sition to deprive them of the right of citi-
zenship, especially as he could testify to
the fact that they as a class were men
of markedly superior intelligence, as
much ‘interested—and perhaps more in-
terested—in the material advancement of
the province than the Attorney-General
himself. The remarks of the Attorney-
General with respect to the exclusion of
the Imperial service vote would lead the
house to believe that the law had been
to give the franchise to every soldier or
sailor coming to Esquimalt in any of
Her Majesty’s ships. This was an en-
tirely erroneous presentation of the case.
There had at no time been any intention
of doing this, and it was only the intelli-
gent men of Her Majesty’s expert artisan
or officer class that, having become per-
manent residents, had applied for and
exercised the right of the franchise. .The
junior member for Esquimalt, if he re-
membered right, was the one who had
first introduced the provisions to enable
these men to vote, but now, under the
impression that they had voted against
him, he was quite ready to pronounce
them unworthy of the right of the fran-
chise. But should they be deprived of
citizenship for this reason? How about
citizenship for this reason? = How about
the Canadian service and Dominion af-
fairs—were the officers and men directly
concerned prevented from voting? Not
at all. He did not wish to say or think
that the honorable gentlemen opposite
were antagonistic to Her Majesty’s
forces, although Victorians well knew the
stand that that portion of the press aim-
ing to represent them had taken on this
subject.  Victorians had not forgotten
the contempt poured upon the soldiers of
the Queen by the Times, and he hoped
it was not the intention of the govern-
ment or of any gentleman on the other
side of the. house to stand by the posi-
tion taken by the paper in question. As
so radical a change was proposed in this
bill, and especially in view of the changed
conditions presented since the Attorney-
General had announced it to be incorrect
as relating to the disfranchisement of
the teachers, he thought it would be well
if the Attorney-General would make the
necessary corrections and present the
bill as it was the intention of the govern-
ment to stand by it, the debate being in
the meanwhile adjourned. He moved in
accordance with this suggestion that the
debate be adjourned until the next sitting
of the house.

Hon. Mr. Semlin, while he would have
been glad to grant every courtesy to
members of the other side, could not see
that any argument had been adduced by
the leader of the opposition, in justifica-
tion of his motion. He therefore op-
posed the request for an adjournment of
the debate at its present stage.

The motion was then put to the vote
and negatived by 18 to 14—names not
being recorded.

MR. McPHILLIPS, continuing the
debate, commented upon the lamb-like
innocence with which the Attorney-Gen-
eral had advanced this bill, assuring the
hcase that it was for the purpose—and
that purpose alone—of preserving - the
civil service of the province on a plane
far removed from the contamination of
politics. He himself saw quite another
motive for the measure—a motive which
was far from being in the best interest
of the people. In regard to the exclusion
from the right of voting of the judges of
the Supreme and County courts and of
sheriffs and their deputies, this was the
law in Ontario and in Manitoba; it was
also the law of Manitoba, but not that
of Ontario, to exclude provincial em-
ployees in receipt of salaries of $300 and
upwards. Precedent for this measure
could not, therefore, be found in the law

would be difficult to get the residents of
the distriet to enter their names on a

government from the civil service had
therefore happeped at the last general

of the older province of Ontario. There
was indeed no precedent of public policy
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established for the enactment of legisla-
tion such as this. It would have been
a very different proposition if the Attor-
ney-General had shown, or even endeav-
ored to show, that the civil service of
British Columbia had at any time mani-
fested undue -interest in politics or had
exercised improperly the franchise that
had been left in their hands. The fact
that he had been unable to suggest such
a thing was argument against his own
proposition, for it showed that the right
of citizensixip had been exercised dis-
creetly and in just the manner contem-
plated by those who in their wisdom al-
lowed the servants of the province to
retain their rights of the ballot. The
motive which appeared clear to him in
this piece of legislation was that the
government suspected the members of
the civil service of being antagonistic to
their policy and methods. Kven the
secrecy of the ballot had perhaps not
been sufficient to protect these men from
bhaving inquiry set on foot as to how
they voted; and so desperate did the
government look upon their position that
they had determined to kill this vote at
least as quickly as possible—this was the
wmotive sticking out of the whole measure
in so far as the civil service was con-
cerned. In Ontario the framers of the
statute had been careful to specifically
exclude those whom it was deemeda ex-
pedient to exclude from voting, and in
regard to which cause might be shown—
nowhere was there such wholesale dis-
franchisement as here proposed; even
the clerks in the government offices who
never came in contact with the public
in any way were to have their citizen-
ship destroyed. There was, he main-
tained, no precedent far such sweeping
legislation—outside of the provinece of
Manitoba, so often held up by the Attor-
ney-General as an object lesson and pat-
tern for British Columbia. British Col-
umbia herself had a history extending
over half a century, and he did not for
his own part see the necessity for accept-
ing the legislation of the younger and
essentially dissimilar prevince of Mani-
toba as a copy, simply because it had
been the former home of the Attorney-
General, and he had been favored with
considerable political distinction during
his residence there. Besides working an
injustice to the members of the civil ser-
vice, this bill offered gratuitous insult to
the forces of the Queen—the bulwarks
and glgry of our country—whose mem-

bers ti# Attorney-General of British Col-

umbia with his followers aimed to put

on the scale with the degraded Chinaman
or the ignorant Indian— -

Mr. J. M. Martin (interjecting)—Or
judges of the Supreme Court.

Mr. McPhillips replied that the propo

sition here was a very different one,

the smartness of the rejoindpr not hav-

ing sound sense to support it. It had

never been intended to single these men

of the service out for special qualification

as voters. They only became entitled to

exercise the franchise when they, as any

others, took up their residence; and they

were required to take the same declara-

tion as any other voter. Then why were

they not quite as much entitled to the

exercise of the franchise? No argument

whatever had been advanced to justify

the position taken by the Attorney-Gen-

eral—he had jmerely spoken to deceive

the house and the people, leading them

to believe that these men of Her Majes-

ty’s forces were in some special mannep

allowed to vote, whereas the fact was

that they only became voters when they

became citizens as anyone else. Here

again was seen the same underlying mo-

tive for the bill—motive sufficient to in-

duce the Attorney-General of British

Columbia to offer gratuitous insult to

the defenders of our Queen and coun-

try. The motive beneath the bill, second

reading of which was now asked, was

one which did not ‘deserve the cloak of
“public policy” which it had been at-

tempted to give it, and any honorable

member who failed to express his dis-

sent from the proposition involved, would

in his opinion be failing in the exercise
of his duty, and unworthy of the res-

ponsibility cast upon him by the people
he had been chosen to represent.

MR. NEILL had understood the mem-
ber for Viectoria City to say that the
members of the government side, all

things being determined in caucus, spoke
when legislation came before the house
only for amusement. For his part he
would have liked to know if members of
the opposition spoke only for amusement.

If this were the case, he could only tell
the junior member for Victoria that he
derived no amusement from his speeches
—only pitiful sorrow. Continuing, he
accused Mr. McPhillips of ignorance of
his subject, condemned him for insinuat-
ing base motives to the members oppo-
site, and for himself, denied the insinua-
tion or accusation. The member for
Alberni then proceeded to eulogize the
secret ballot, and declared that all the
members of the now opposition had voted
against it—

“Order,” called out the senior mem-
ber for Victoria (Mr. Helmcken)—"I
voted for it.”

“With one exception, I was about to
say,” proceeded Mr. Neill, who next
argued that provincial constables not be-
ing at present entitled to vote, no'hurd-
ship would result from the exclusion of
Imperial soldiers or officers from the ex-
ercise of the franchise. Referring again
to Mr. McPhillips eulogization of the
rank and file, he declared that it made
his chest swell as perhaps the only repre-
sentative in the house of the rank and
file to hear them so spoken of—

Here Mr. McPhillips interrupted, to
observe that he too had had some con-
nection with the service.

Mr. Neill was glad to-hear this from
the junior member for Victoria. He
doubted very much, however, whether
that honorable gentleman knew the dif-
ference between officers, non-commis-
sioned officers, and rank and file; or be-
tween a brigade major and a sergeant-
major. Even if the men were allowed to
vote as the member for Victor desired,
it was always in the power of an officer
to instruet them not to go to the polls.
As for Mr. McPhillips’ positively melt-
ing remarks as to the exiled soldiers far
away from home, and the consolation
that the right of the ballot afforded, it
would be remembered that at home the
soldier or the sailor was not a voter by
any means. ; .

This Mr. McPhillips briefly denied; in
the Old Country it was quite competent
for a soldier or a sailor to qualify as a
householder or in numerous other ways
establishing citizenship. :

MR. EBERTS, touching in his open-
ing remarks upon the fact that the At-
torney-General had once more seen fit
to belittle and deride the laws of British
Columbia, thought it should be cause
for great rejoicing among the people of
the province to know that a man of
eminence had at last come among them,
who was not only capable of laying down
for them a perfect code of law, but who
who would make that code a code Na-
poleon. This newly arrived wise man,
who found nothing good in the laws of
British Columbia, might m.deed be h13n-
self referred to as something of a Na-
poleon, for he certainly 'had assumed the
role of the dictator in his manner of pro-
nouncing the fate of the legislation of the
country, and in his manner of ruling
the house. It was not pleasant, however,
to hear the English laws, from which the

laws of all other parts of the Empire
and indeed the English speaking world
were drawn constantly referred to in ex-
pressions of contempt; and for his own
part he held that it was nonsense to hold
the views expressed by the Attorney-
General in this regard. The conditions
prevailing in England were not so es-
sentially dissimilar from those in. Brit-
ish Columbia; the people in England were
not so much unlike the people of British
_Golnmbia that election laws prevailing
in the Old Country could not in many
respects govern similar legislation here.
The laws of British Columbia as a whole,
he claimed, had worked well heretofore,
and admitting that changes must some-
times be made as their necessity and
contingencies arose this did not mean that
they ‘should be constantly changed for]
the mere purpose of changing them.
Hon. Mr. Martin had referred to the de-
plorable state of ‘the election law. That
law had ben good enough for the past
thirty or forty years; it had worked uni-
formly to the satisfaction of the elector-
ate. At the last general election, how-
ever, all kinds of tricks known to the
professional politician were resorted to
with the object of defeating the voice of
the electorate. He had himself been
twice elected without so much as the sug-
gestion of any charge being made against
him, and it was only when this importa-
tion had ben made from Manitoba that
such means had been resorted to. If
these methods were to prevail it was per-
haps well that the election law should be
simplified so that all ecould understand it
more readily.. He was glad that the At-
torney-General had taken the sting out
of this bill in a measure at least by say-
ing that it was not intended to have it
apply to school teachers—

Hon. Mr. Martin interrupted to say it
had not been taken out—it had never
been in.

Mr. Eberts—I quite understand you;
but it certainly was in the bill as it was
laid before us. Was it not in it last
Friday, and until the press throughout
the province raised such an outery that
the Attorney-General could plainly see
the feeling of the country regarding it?
Hon. Mr., Martin—What more can 1
say? 1 have solemnly protested to the
honorable gentlemen opposite that this
error in the bill was solely and entirely
my fault, arising through my careless-
ness in looking after the drafting of the
bill. Neither the government nor myself
at any time had any intention to dis-
franchise the teachers. Cannot the gen-
tiemen opposite take my solemn protesta-
tion of this? I will .take my affidavit
ty it if they so desire.

Mr. Eberts accepted the statement of
the Attorney-General, but pointed out to
that gentleman that members of the
house could not know this by intuition,
and their opinions of the bill had there-
fore been formed upon the measure as
it came before them. As for the propo-
sition to disfranchise the civil service,
he certainly regretted to see so intelli-
gent and honorable a body of men de-
prived of their rights as citizens. He
had never asked any employee of the
government how he was going to vote;
nor, did he think, had any of his col-
leagues—
Hon. Mr.
them to vote?
Mr. Eberts replied emphdatically in the
negative, and asked the Premier to ac-
cept his denial in this regard as fairly
and squarely as he did the explanation of
the Attorney-General.

“I will do so with pleasure,” said
Hon. Mr. Semlin.

Mr. Eberts, continuing, pointed out for
the benefit of the member for Alberni
that constables were excepted from vot-
ing, as they had an important duty to
perform in keeping order at elections and
enforcing the general law on such oceca-
sions. He also pointed out to the same
member that he was distinctly wrong in
his assertion that the ballot law was op-
pdsed by members of the late govern-
ment, when as a matter of fact it had
been voted for by all on both sides of the
house. As to the declaration of the
Attorney-General that if British Colum-
bia had had a law such as Ontario pos-
sessed providing for the non-trial of elee-
tion petitions -during the session of the
house, no such bill as Deane-Prentice
measure would have been a necessity.
This proposition was radically wrong, for
the Ontario statute made it specific that
the persons dealt with were only those
“who were duly qualified” to take
their seats—and therein lay the whole
difference. Even an American citizen
or a Chinaman could have taken his
seat under legislation such as had been
passed this session, and he could not be
removed during the continuance of the
session.

* Are you ready for the question?”
asked Mr. Speaker three times, the-bell
then sounding simultaneously with the
rising of Mr. Pooley and Mr. Higgins.

Mr. Speaker declared that the ques-
tion had been closed, but both members
holding their ground, reconsidered his de-
cision, and ruled that the debate might
proceed. The junior member then gave
way to the senior member, and the de-
bate continued.

MR. POOLEY observed that there
was but one section in this bill that was
worthy of consideration, and one only.
All else in the measure might be consid-
ered as matters of routine which the At-
torney-General regards as necessary for.
the improvement of the statute law.
That one section, providing for the dis-
franchisement of the ecivil service, ap-
peared more far-reaching than perhaps
any member recognized, for as the Do-
minion had adopted the Provinecial vot-
ers’ list for Dominion elections all these
members of the provincial civil service,
it appeared, would be debarred from hav-
ing any voice in the government of Can-
ada.

Hon. Mr. Martin interjected that there
was a saving clause in the Dominion
statute enabling the disfranchised pro-
vincial servants to vote upon making a
declartion in form prescribed.

Semlin—But did you ask

Mr. Pooley was glad to learn this. He
had not had opportunity to give the mat-
ter close inspection, and although he
realized that the bill had already been
passed and disposed of in the govern-
ment party caucus he thought it was a
point that might appeal to the members
opposite even yet. In regard to the pro-
posal to disfranchise the Imperial forces
who had for years been residents of the
province, especially those who had taken
up their homes in the neighborhood of
Esqgimalt, these gentlemen—and more
particularly those identified with the
work of the naval yard—had since 1871
been entitled to vote and in all the in-
tervening years had exercised that right.
It was useless for the Attorney-General,
himself a new arrival in the province, to
say that they had no interest in the prov-
ince, and did not understand its affairs
or appreciate the conditions under which
it was being developed. The majority
of these people were owners of their
own homes; some of them had very con-
siderable interests in the province. They
were permanent residents, in every way
identified with the progress and position
of British Columbia. Was it right then
to debar them from the exercise of the
right of the franchise? The men of the
service had been on the list for years.
They had been on the city list when “C”
battery had been stationed at Beacon
hill. They were transferred to Esqui-

' malt whe_n the battery was removed to
Work Point. Then came in the men of
the R.M.A, and the R.E., than whom
there were no two finer or more intel-
ligent corps in the British service. The
fact that they were in this service was
proof in itself that they were men of
superior intelligence and ability. And
because they came to this province to
play a very important part in its devel-
opment as a part of the great British
Empire it was proposed by this govern-
ment of British Columbia to place them
on the same plane as the Chinaman or
the Jap or the ignorant Siwash! That
was a fine form of consideration—a nice
sort of respect to.show to men who came
here as the protectors of our homes and
country—men whom no one could pro-
nounce ineapable of intelligently and
conscientiously - exercising the franchise.
At the last election' in Esquimalt both
he and the member opposite (Mr. Hig-
gins) had been candidates, and he might
say that he had at no time asked any
of these gentlemen of the service for his
vote or so much as spoken to him on the
subject. It was a disgrace, he reiterated,
to bring in such a measure, the object to
disfranchise such a y of men. This
section was the only thing in the bill;
but after hearing what hon. gentlemen
hpd to say about it, and what unques-
tionably the country would say if op-
portunity were offered, he hoped to see
the Attorney-General withdraw ‘the bill.
He could very well draw his pen through
_thls third section, and it would infinitely
increase the respect for him of the people
of British Columbia.

Mr. Prentice here essayed several times
to reply to Mr. Eberts in regard to the
special bill by which he was permitted
to take his seat in the house, but was
ruled down by Mr. Speaker.

. MAJOR-GEN. KINCHANT had very
lxttlg to say. It was to the effect that
soldiers did not vote in England as sol-
diers, but as householders and other
slmxlar qualifications. The soldiery of
France was the-only political soldiery of
which he had knowledge.

MR. HIGGINS was next heard from.
The member for South Victoria, he said,
had in a display of mock heroies that
would have done honor to Chinese New
Year laid it to his credit that this meas-
ure had been brought in. If so, he was
proud of having been so long a bone of
contention in the house. He denied that
Marines at Esquimalt voted~ until last
year, and he denied also that he had
been the first to introduce these men into
thg‘ arena of provincial politics. As to
this statement he courted the fullest in-
vestigation. When he now opposed the
right bping given these men to vote, he
maintained that he was acting in perfect
consistency with his former course; he
had always opposed their names being
placed on the list,.and so, to give him
Justice, had the senior member for Es-
quimalt. To tell the truth about the
matter, the Marine vote had only been
brought in at the last election for the
purpose of carrying Esquimalt for the
late government, in the face of the gen-
eral wish of the electorate, and for no
other purpose. If he had not seen fit
to cross to the other side of the house in
the spring of 1898, such an admission of
voters would never have taken place.
He denied, as Mr. Pooley had, that he
had ever asked a vote from the men of
the service in the late campaign, and de-
clined to discuss this bill from any other
standpoint than this disfranchisement,
which he considered a good thing and on
which he would support the measure. It
was possible that a clearer definition of
officers on full pay might be made, and
there were other improvements that
could be perfected in committee, but as
to the principle of the bill, it was alto-
gether worthy of support.

MR. PRENTICE confined his remarks
to clause 35 of the bill, and taking up a
supposed antithetical case, proceeded to
defend his position in detail from the
time he first presented himself as a candi-
date until he took his seat in the house
by virtue of the enabling bill. He pre-
sented a suppositious parallel for each
stage in his case, repudiating the respon-
sibility for its not having been disposed
of ere the house met, and promised that
the question of his qualification would
be left for the courts to decide within
two weeks of the rising of the house.
The courts, he asserted, would pronounce
in his favor, despite anything that Mr.
Eberts, counsel for his opponent, Mr.
Stoddart, might say to the contrary.
MR. DEANE described this piece of
legislation as *‘ like other bills—to correct
the mistakes of past legislation.” He
declared that assertion instead of argu-
ment had been used against the measure
by the members of the opposition, and
expressed the belief that the members
of the civil service would welcome the
proposed disfranchisement. In his own
district those members of the service
who had been at all friendly with him
prior to the late election had been told
in so many words that unless they sup-
ported the government and worked for
its return, they would be dismissed.

Mr. Turner rose to ask if he had heard
the member aright? Did he say the late
government had threatened with dismis-
sal any ecivil servant who opposed the
government in the late elections? If
this was what he said, it was altogether
incorrect.

Mr. Deane replied that it was not the
government” of which Mr, Turner had
been the head, but friends of that gov-
ernment, who had made threats of dis-
missal. He declined to say who those
friends were, or to furnish any particu-
lars. As to the proposed disfranchise-
ment of the Imperial forces. he quite ap-
proved of it, and thought it would be
approved by the business men of the
province. The proposed disfranchise-
ment of the entire civil service he thought
would be amply compensated for by the
enfranchisement of the workingmen who
by the extension of the polling hours in
cities would be enabled to record their
votes, as they had been unable to do
heretofore. The provision for a re-
count met with his hearty approbation,
as although it might have prevented him
from sitting in the house at all, it would
have saved both himself and his opponent
ccnsiderable trouble and expense.

COL. BAKER objected to the Attor-
ney-General casting discredit contiuu;llly
upon the past legislation of the province
—legislation which had built it up to its
present proud position as a factor of
the Empire. He objected, too, to the
utter absence of logic in this fundamental
section 3 in the bill before the house.
It in the first place enunciated the prin-
cipte that the members of the civil ser-
vice should not be entitled to vote—while
the school teachers, the great bulk of the
civil servants, were to be exempt! The_y
were appointed by the trustee boar.ds, it
was quite true, but they were paid by
the province, and they were at all times
liable to dismissal by the province for
cause. He was on the point of saying
that the same rule applied to all depart-
ments of the civil serviee—that dismissal
could only be made for cause—but re-
membered that the new government had
introduced a new order of things in this
respect, They were now dismissing for
no cause whatever, and from what the
Attorney-General had said, proposed to
continue on this pelicy. The members
of the civil service would compare for
intelligence and every other attribute of
qualification, with any body of men in
the country, and he held that their dis-

franchisement was not just nor proper,

nor in the interest of the country. Mr,
Higgins had maintained that some of
the Imperial force should be allowed to
vote, while others should not—and here-
Wwas inconsistency and absence of logic
clared in his innocent way that it was
clared in his innocent was that it was
not to the advantage of the government
to disfranchise the members of the eivil
service, as they were growing every day
and would support the government nat-
urally.  Here again he had been incon-
sistent. In conclusion, the member for
South East Kootenay denied that he had
at any time, or that the late government
hqd at any time, interfered in any way
with any member of the civil service in
the exercise of his citizenship—his privi-
lege and his right, as that of every other
subioct of the British Empire.

MR. MUNRO denied that the bill be-
fore the*house presented any contradic--
tions, and was pained that unworthy
motives should be imputed to the mem-
bers of the government side by gentle-
men opposite. It had been said that one-
part of this bill had been brought in be-
cause certain voters of Esquimalt district
did not vote for Mr. Higgins at the last
election. He now saw that the gentle-
man who made this assertion knew some-
thing apout what they were talking
about. He contended that in England
no soldiers or sailors were allowed a
vote as soldiers or sailors, and also that
the late government had not asked amny
member of the civil service how he voted.
from the simple fact that if it was not
known that he was a friend of the party
he would never have got a place in the
service. He denied too that the Attor-
ney-General was in any way a Napoleon,.
and charged that he had been grievously
misrepresented in. connection with his
position on the voting of the civil ser-
vice, .

MR. BOOTH held that the attitude-
of the government was very peculiar in

this measure. In the first place the

province paid good salaries for the pur-

pose of getting the most intelligent men

of the province in -its civil service; then.,
it was declared by this bill that these

men should not exercise their admitted.
super®r intelligence in choosing the di-

rectors of the country’s affairs. There-
was a time when the civil service might

perhaps have been rightly excluded from

exercising the franchise, but that was

When open voting prevailed, and all con-

ditions were dissimilar to those now pre-

vailing. He would go further, and say

that in his opinion, with the secret ballot

there need be no exceptions—he could

see not the slightest argument against

tpe judges of the land exercising their

rights as citizens, with the ballot. Every-

one who was qualified should have the

right to cast his vote—

Mr. Turner—Hear, hear.

There was, he was sorry to say, Mr.

Booth continued, one class in the prov-

ince whom it might be well to deprive

of the franchise—the class who were ever

ready to trade upon their vote, and if

these could be excluded there might be:
some reason for satisfaction. But it

was the only class, and the Attorney-

General in this bill said nothing concern-

ing it. The whole point was that this

government proposed to utilize the power

of which it had become possessed not

by the voice of the people, but by acei-

dent and a diversion of constitutional

law which no member of the government

was brave enough to attempt to defend,

in order to keep in power as long as
special legislation will enable them so to
do. With respect to the courts of re-

vision, in the past they had been kept
absolutely fair, the collector of votes
being a purely clerical officer, passing
upon applications only, and not permit-
ted to tamper with the lists at his plea-
sure, as it was now proposed he should.
This permission alone opened the door
to the widest kind of abuses, and deserv-
ed the severest censure of the house and
the province. As to petitions and ap-
peals, by the British Columbia systemn
in vogue in the past the elections had
in vogue in the past the electors had de-
cided at the polls as to who should rep-
resent- them in parliament, and no one
thought of appealing against the ex-
pressed wish of the electorate. Now the
practice of Manitoba had been introduc-
ed and the elections became a mere pre-
liminary to the fight in the courts, by
which it was to be determined who
should sit—if the legislature did not take
the decision of this matter upon itself.
Such being the case, it was perhaps well
that such a provision should be made as
this clause of the bill, providing that
there should be some interregum in the
trial of election petitions, in which the
legislature might meet. As to the pio-
vision for a recount, it was certainly
worthy of approval—the principle of the
entire bill was wrong, however, and this
being the case the measure should not
pass.

MR. TISDALL favored section 3, as
he did rall things else tending in the
direction of separating the civil service
from active politics, and section 22 as a
proposition of great benefit to all voters
in the cities. With regard to the re-
marks of the silver-haired orator from
Dewdney in connection with the Water-
loo of the government, it had been said
that they would find it at the meeting of
the house; then it was to come before
the session closed; now it was again
postponed until August. For his own
part, he thought the government was
quite capable of running the four years

ut.

Mr. Kidd defended the proposed segre-
gation of the civil service from politics,
and Mr. Helmcken opposed the contem-
plated disfranchisements, the latter mov-

ing the adjournment of the debate,.
which was agreed to.

Just before the adjournment, the cer-
tificate of the election of Mr. W.C. Wells
for North East Kootenay was read by
the clerk, and on motion ordered entered

on the journals of the house.
OTHER LICENSES.

The bill relating to traders’ and otPel‘
licenses, which Minister of Finance Cot-
ton has now before the legislature, pro-
vides for the issue of licenses to a num-
ber of special businesses, all of which are
prohibited except when license.d 'under
penalty of $250, in all places within the
province not under municipal dn-fectlon
and control. Here is the tariff of license
charges: KEach public billiard or pool
table, $5 for every six months; each
bowling alley or rifle gallery, $5 for
every six months; every person keeping
a dance house, $100 every six months;
every person selling opium, except chem-
ists and druggists, $250. every SIX
months; every wholesale or wholesale
and retail merchant or trader, $50 every
six months; every retail trader or merch-
ant, $5 for every six months; every
person owning a pack train or more than
six animals, etc., $5 every SIX mopths;
less than six animals, $2.50; every livery
stable, $10 months six months; every cat-
tle drover, $50; every banker,
year; each other place of business,
every year; every practising oq:‘rlster or
solicitor, $2b6 every six moaths; eve‘x)'y_'
conveyancer or land agert or both, $25
for every six months; every auctioneer,
850 every six months, with 1l% per cent.
on all returns of sales, exclusive of sales
of real estate; every persons occupymg
any crown lands, $2.50 for every month;
every person other than a farmer selling
by hawking or peddling, any fish, game
or farm produce, $20 for every six.
months,




