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THAT INTERVIEW.

The Times professes to: give the facts
relating to the interview with the Lieu-
tenant-Governor published in the Colo-
nist of the 9th inst. - It says:

The facts about that ¢ interview,” or
“ thoseé interviews,”” as the Colonist
would have it, are these: On the 8th
inst., a member of the Colonist staff,
who is also secretary of the B. C. Rifle
association, called upon His Honor, who.
as is well known, is an enthusiastic rifle
man, in relation to the selection of a cap-
tain for the Ottawa rifle team.. The
Colonist reporter was at Government
House ostensibly on “business connected
with the Rifle association, but he casu-
ally asked the Lieutenant-Governor if
he had anything further to say as to the
dismissal. - The Lieutenant-Governor re-
plied that he had nothing to say, but the
Colonist had made too strong what had
been said, That was all; that was the
basis of the Colonist’s * interview.”
There was no “second interview two
days after,” or at any time after, and- it
is the foregoing remark of His Honor the
Colonist * worked up” inte an **inter-
view,” and commented upon editorially
as “an extraordinary act on the part of
the Lieutenant-Governor.” Malevolence,
meanness and falsehood could-go no far-
ther in the attempt to injure the object
of their animosity. . The Lieutenant-
Governor cannot enter into a djscussion
with the Colonist as to the alleged “in-
terview,” or he would put the Colonist
right very quickly. The glaring incon-
sistency of which our morning contem-
porary can be guilty is shown by the
editorial remark this morning: “ His
Honor did perfectly right in granting an
jnterview with a reporter.” This, re-
member, after commenting editorially:
%1t was an extraordinary act of His
Honor to grant an interview with a re-

~ porter.” There was, to start with, no
“interview ;’ just a surreptitious re-
mark smuggled in by a reporter during a
consultation upon another matter alto-
zether; a plain answer, incapable of
any other interpretation than the simple
statement bore upon its face, a “ worked
up ” interview, a la Colonist, editorial
comments, ditto, ditto. There is °the
whole thing in a nutshell, and the people
can judge for themselves whether there
is any danger of the mnoble line of
Annanias failing for want of heirs male
in this portions of Her Majesty’s do-
minions. But the Lieutenant-Governor
should take a lenient view of the Colo-
nist, for it hath fallen upon evil days,
and neither from the present posture of
affairs nor from the omens of the times
to come can it gather any comfert for
jts chastened soul. Perhaps this may
explain the Colonist’s remark this
meorning that British Columbia govern-
ments are not long lived. Fifteen years
is a fairly long life for any government,
but if the Colonist is content to pass
that as-short we have no grumble, for
we predict without hesitation that it
will be full fifteen years before the
party “ represented ” by the Colonist will
be in a position when a lieutenant-gover-
nor may again find it necessary in the
interests of the people to *turn it down.”

The actual facts of the case are as
follows: On the evening of August 8th
Mr. C. H. Gibbons, city editor of the
‘QColonist, in pursuance of an en-
gagement made by telephone, went to
Government House to see the Lieuten-
ant-Governor. He first met the private
secretary and had a short conversation
with hint..;"He"“was then shown into a
room, where . the = Lieutenant-Governor
was seated ,with ' a gentleman, whose
name ‘we have not permission to use.
That gentfeman at once rose and offered
to retiré.” The Lieutenant-Governor s&id

_there was no necessity of his doing so,
“and MY, Gibbons sald that all he had to

_ask he could as well ask before the vis-
itor as not, and the visitor remained,

#and Mr. Gibbons had a conversation with
the Lleutenant-Governor, and the inter-
yiew published on the morning of August
3th was the result.

On the evening of August 9th—that is,
on the evening after Mr. Gibbons’ inter-
view was published, Mr. Taylor, night
editor of the Colonist, received a tele-
phonic message asking him to go to Gov-
ernment House on Rifle Association
business. . He went up and saw the
Governor on that business, and then
referred to the interview published in
the Colonist, and asked him. “if .he
wished to make any addition or explana-
tion,” to which the Governor replied . in
substance that he had said #V! he wanted
to, but there was a statement in- what
the Colonist had printed, which he did
not specify, which * was rather stronger
than what he had said. but he did not

" wish to say anything about X

The aforegoing statement is literally
true, and can be established, not only
by the evidence of Messrs. Gibbons and
Taylor, but by other proof, if necessary.
1t has never been the misfortune of the
Colonist to have to deal with so gross a
case of lying as that above quoted from

* “the Times, and we confess to be at a loss
for words to characterize it. 'To illus-
_trate the total disregard which the Times
has for-the truth, reference may be made
to its alleged quotations from the Colo-
‘mist-in' the above extract. One would
infer from it. that the Colonist claimed
to have had “ another interview two days
after 7 the first. What the Oolonist
said was that “when another member
©f the Colonist stafi had a conversation
with him, he referred to the interview,
ete.”  (Care was taken not to describe
Mr. Taylor's eall upon the Lieutenant-
Governor as an interview, for it was not.
‘When he started for Government House,
-Mr, Gibbons 'asked him to see if the
- Lieutenant-Governor wished to say any-

thing more; but as His Honor did not,
~ there was no interview, or attempt at
oneé,  Again, the Times alleges that the
‘Colonist said editorially that “ it was an
éxt;nordinhry act of His Honor to graht
an interview with a reporter.” We find
no such statement, or anything resem-
bling it, in the Colonist. The Colonist
‘was mistaken in saying that Mr. Taylor
saw the Governor two days after Mr,
Gibbons. It was the next day.
But it is an oM saying, and a true one,
that liars should have long memories,

On August 11th, the Times published an
alleged interview with the Private Secre-
tary. In that interview the Private Sec-
retary is represented as saying: :‘ His
Honor had nothing to say for publication
and anything which had been published
purporting to be an interview with him
was dignifying a single remark made in
the presence of others, with a name it
did not deserve. He had seen a re-
porter for a. moment, one having stood
at the door of the room in which His
Honor was conversing with two gentle-
men, and told the Governor that Mr.
Turner said the letter received by him
was not a dismissal, to which His Honor
replied that, although courteous, the let-
ter could have no other construction.”
This only bears out the account of
the interview given by Mr. Gibbons, al-
though it is not correct when it re‘pre-
gsents that he stood at the door while the
Lieutenant-Governor was talking with
two other gentlemen. Mr. Gibbons was
invited into the room, asked to take a
seat, did so, and conversed with the
Lieutenant-Governor - for some little
time. We do not believe that the
Times correctly reported what the Pri-
vate Secretary said. What the Times
now says about the reporter calling on
Rifle Association business is wholly in-
compatible with what on August 11th it
represented the Private Secretary as
saying.

The Times gives its falsehood wholly
away while telling it. Referring to Mr.
Taylor’s visit to Government House, it
says that he asked the Governor “if he
had anything further to say.” This is
perfectly correct. Mr. Taylor asked if
there was anything further, because the
Colonist had already printed an inter-
view with His Honor. What could the
word “ further ” mean, unless it referred
to something already said ? In reply to
Mr. Taylor’s question, the Lieutenant-
Governor replied, aecording to the state-
ment of the Times, that he had not, and
that the Colonist had made too strong
what ‘had been said, an expression
which would mean nothing at all, if
nothing had been said, as the Times now
alleges. These are very nearly the
exact words used by the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, as was stated in the Colonist yes-
terday, and as is set out above. The lie
of the Times is a very clumsy one, but
is quite characteristic.

The object of the Times in printing
these faliéhqoﬁs is, if possible, to get
the Colonist'to lay them at the door of
the Lieutenant-Governor, and thereby
strengthen the efforts which the political
coterie surrounding it are making to get
Lieutenant-Governor MeclInnes’s official
scalp. But the Colonist does not hold
the Lieutenant-Governor responsible in
any way for them. They are the inven-
tion, the clumsy and despicable invention
of a clumsy and despicable newspaper.

LET THE CORRESPONDENCE BE
° PRINTED.

We think we demonstrated very
clearly yesterday that the oath of of-
fice and constitutional precedent both
warrant the late ministers in making
public all the facts leading up to their
dismissal, and we know that we have
given all the grounds upon which the
Lieutenant-Governor acted. But not-
withstanding this knowledge, it is de-
sirable that the correspondence should
be made public, and to aveld wrangling
over a side issue, it ought to be pricted
with the assent of the g,vernment. It
{g niot desirable that little men and little
newspapers should have any exeuse to
distract attention by raising a pow-wow
over a point in official etiquecte, when a
great question touching the very cssence
of responsible government is to be de-
cided. ;

We are glad that the 'matter has
reached that stage whea the retention of
the correspondence from the public, if it
is retained, is not oniy inferentiaily but
directly chargeable to the new govern-
ment. As we have aiready shown, the
Lieutenant-Governor aas made mno at-
tempt to conceal anything. If he is
open to any criticism at al! yn this point
it is because he has been more outspoken
than is! customary. The responsibility
for concealment rests with his present
advisers, The News-Advertiser, which
not only speaks the sentiments of the
Finance Minister, but obtamns its pol-
itical . editorials directly from bhis pen,
has expressly - declared that it rests
wholly with the present advisers of the
Lieutenant-Governor to say whether or
not the correspondence shall bhe pub-
lished at any time. This i1s a matter of
such extreme importance, not only in the
present connection, but as establishing a
precedent for the guidance of future
lieutenant-governors and ministers, that
it is worthy of being discussed at con-
siderable detail.

Under our institutions the people aré
the last court of resort on all constita-
tional questions. The courts of justice

‘have nothing to do with these. Parlia-

ment only disposes of them temporarily.
The people alone are competent to de-
termine them finally. The sovereign or
his representative has just such rights
and no others as the people are content:
that he shall exercise. al ) ;
The ordinary way in which disputed
guestions on this point are seitled is by
the vote of the people at u general eiec-
tion; but other means have been at-times
found necessary. It took an execution-
er’s axe to convince the Stuarts that the
people had somé rights which the €rown
was bound to respect, but even then they
learned the lesson so badly that it was
necessary to send for William of Orange
to instruct the last of that hduseand
every one elge, that in British realms the
people are the masters, that kings reign
but do not govern. We do not cut -off
the heads of ‘intractable rulers nowa-

days, and only rarely has it been found
necessary to talk rebeilivn; but it must

not be forgotten that there is one inher-
ent right in every British subject, a
right of which he cannot be deprived by
any power. namely the divine right of
resistance. There are men living yet
who learned what this means at the feet
of such great champions .as Baidwin,
Lafontaine, Howe and Wilmot, and this
province needs the inspiradon which ani-
mated those fathers of responsihic gov-
ernment in Canada.

We have said that the people are the
last court of resort for the settlement of
constitutional questions. This is apt to
be forgotten for the reason that, if a
lieutenant-governor does anything that
seems unwarranted, there at once
springs up a demand for his removal,
and people look to Ottawa for that re-
dress which they have in their own
hands, It is perfectly proper to bring up
the conduct of a lieutenant-governor by
means of a resolution moved in the fed-
eral parliament; but this is not only not
the sole way of doing so, but it is the
least satisfactory way. It leaves a ques-
tion of local politics, something touching
the people of a single province, at the
mercy of a party majority in parliament,
which majority may be made up wholly
of members from other proviazes. Ifor
example, supposing the late aetion of
Lieutenant-Governor McInnes is brought
up in parliament and is made a party
question, a matter specially touchiunz the
welfare of the people of this province,
and absolutely only of academic interest
to any of the other provinces, would be
disposed of chiefly by the vote of Quebec.
Moreover, any action which the federal
ministry might take would not remedy
the wrong done. It would only prevent
a repetition of it, just as the decapita-
tion of Charles I. prevented him from
doing any more mischief. A wrong has
been done to the people of Brntish -Col-
umbia, and the people of British Coinm-
bia must redress that wrong in the con-
stitutional way—that is at the ballot
box,

The right of the people to settle these
matters does not rest on theory alone.
In the case of Governor Manners-Sutton
of New Brunswick, a memorial was laid
at the foot of the throne complaining
that he had violated constitutional us-
age; but it was never considered, for the
reason that at the elections, which fol-
lowed after the forced dissolution, the
people endorsed the act of the governor.
Here is a precedent which establishes the
proposition that the power which ap-
points the governor will not investigate
the constitutionality of an act, if the
people have endorsed it. In view of the
principles and the precedent just men-
tioned, it is of the utmost importance
that the people of British Columbia
should be informed, in the most definite
manner possible, of the reasons which led
up to the ‘dismissal of the late ministry,
so that they can intelligently pronounce
upon them. - It is obvious that if the con-
iention of the News-Advertiser is correct
and the correspondence between the
Lieutenant-Governor and his late advis-
ers can only be made public by permis-
sion of his present advisers, it might
never be made public at all. It is true
that some one might move in the legis-
lature for it; but it is always an ahswer
to a motion for correspondence that it is
not in the public interest that it should
be brought down. The only way then of
getting it would be to defeat the govern-
ment on a vote of want of confidence,
but the absence of the correspondence
would prevent the intelligent discussion
of a resolution to that effect. Hence, if
the claim which the present ministry
makes is admitted, it follows that the
people might never be abl; to pronounce
upon an act of a lieutenant-governor, no
matter how arbitrary or reactionary it
might be, which rule, if it should prevail,
would knock away the very foundation
of popular government.

The logical and constitutional dedune-
tion from the aforegoing considerations
is that the communications between the
Crown ©r its representative and minis-
ters, leading up to a dismissal of the lat-
ter, are not to be deemed confidential,
and therefore may be made public by
either party to them without the consent
of the other. But, as we have said
above, it is not desirable that there
should be any controversy over this sub-
ordinate question, and we therefore ask
that the correspondence shall be made
public at once by authority of the gov-
ernment. If it is not produced the only
inference will be that the government
is afraid to publish it. The new minis-
ters may very well be afraid to prodgce
it pending the holding of the necessary
by-elections. They may very well be
afraid to produce it before the legislaturey
meets. They know that if the people
had before them a plain official state-
ment of the transactions between the
Lieutenant-Governor and his late advis-
ers, there would be an expression of in-
dignation which would sweep them from
pcwer. Their schemes to break the solid
phalanx which is ready to vote with Mr.
Turner when ‘the house meets would
come -to naught, if the members elect
knew officially. how it came about that
Mr. Turner was ousted from office.

LEGALIZED VANDALISM.
A “correspondent wfites to the. Colonist
concerning the destruction of a fine oak
tree on one of the residence streets,

L which was cut down because an electric

wire - wonld -otherwise have to run
among the branches. As the city owns
the: electric light plant, this piece of van-
dalism was legal. It is none the more
excisahble. In other. -cities there is a
heavy penalty mpon those 'persons who
cut down shade trées growing on the
streets. Here it is a civic virthe to ent
them down. Tt appears that the city
‘administration is hostile to shade trees,
flowering broom, ‘rose bushes and every-
thing else which makes the town beau-

tiful. The civic, idea . of beaut;{ is a
dreary street without' a bit of foliage,
fianked by sidewalks three feet wide
and out of repair, with a general assort-
ment of stones of various sizes, old news-
papers, empty oil cans, pieces of rotten
wood taken out when sidewalks are re-
paired and, in- winter, mud puddles of
verious dimensions ornamenting the
rcadway. Open ditches along the side-
walk, smelling like cesspools, with whirl-
ing elouds of dust in the air, further
erhance the scenic effects. Then we tell
each other as we wipe the dust out of
our eyes, stumble over a broken piece of
plank or hold our noses to keep out some
stench, that the future of Victoria is a
residential city, and there is nothing
anywhere on this side of the planet half
so beautiful. :Victoria is unquestionably
the most beautiful city in America, when
you stand on the outskirts and look away
from what man and the corporation have
done to what God and Nature have
provided. When you turn and look the
other way—well, the least said about
that the better.

In regard to trees in the streets, we
understand that an impression prevails
in certain hi unicipal quarters that
it would be a good thing if every tree
could be cut down. In some mysterious
way trees are supposed to prevent the
making of good streets, though why this
‘ccnsideration, if it were well-founded,
should have any weight in Victoria, we
are at a loss to know. Some opportuni-
ties for observation on this point have
not led the Colonist to think that shade
trees make bad streets. We have in
mind a few cities, where there are beau-
tiful rows of shade trees and yet excel-
lent streets. The desirability of permit-
ting shade trees to remain in business
streets may be open to question; hut
there is no part of Victoria across James
Bay or east of Douglas St., except some
of the extremely narrow streets, where
shade trees would not be a great orna-
ment and a positive advantage, Instead
of cutting down shade trees, the city
authorities ‘ought to encourage property
owners to set them out; but if this is too
much to expect, let us hope there will be
no more of such legalized vandalism as
our correspondent complains of.

If it had passed it probably would not
have come to anything, nevertheless Mr.
Kellie’s motion, made in the session of
1897, asking that the Yukon should be
annexed to British Columbia, was right
in prineciple. If the Yukon were in Brit-
ish Columbia the Klondike discoveries
would have been published to the world
as being in British Columbia, and thus
the word “British” would have been
connected with them in every one’s mind.
Furthermore, being in British  Columbia,
no one would have imagined that they
were in Alaska, and hence no one would
have gone to’American’ cities to outfit.
Then the administration of the mining
laws would have been more satisfactory,
and the province would have had a hand-
some revenue, Mr. Kellie did not fore-
see all' these things. He was endeavor-
ing to build more wisely than he knew;
but it is right to remind the public how
very near to being a statesman the mem-
ber for Kootenay came on that occasion.
If he could have had his will the name of
Kellie would have shone resplendent for
generations to come, with never a flicker.

‘One of the most important reforms
that can be inaugurated in this city at
the present time calls for a man, a ham-
mer and a pound or two of spikes. The

man should take the hammer and the
spikes and walk along the plank side-

walks, driving down the spikes which
project, and fastening down the planks
which are loose. The Colonist saw a
lady going home the other day with
about three yards of lace dragging be-
hind her. It was doubtless a case of a
projecting nail and a pretty petticoat.
It was certainly a case for indignation
at the city aunthorities on the part of the
lady. On another occasion it saw a young
girl thrown violently and hurt because
her companion stepped upon the end of
a loose plank. The Recording Angel has
stopped registering the profanity of the
male sex eaused by torn boots and ugly
tumbles. The hour for this reform has
come. Where is the man? Likewise
where are the hammer and the spikes?

Eastern papers of both sides of politics
express the hope that the reports of mal-
administration in the Yukon are grossly
exaggerated. We most sincerely hope
they are, but believe that the statements
printed in the Colonist over the signature
of H. S. White may be relied upon im-
plicitly. In his private letters Mr.
White says that he understates the
case,

Raw from Her
Toes to
Her Knees

Mrs. Knight, 17 Hanover Place,
Toronto, makes the following
statement :—

Y mother, Mrs. Wright, who lives at
Norval, near Doncaster, suffered a
summer and winter with Eczema in

her feet. She could not walk, and very
seldom got any sleep. It became so bad
that she was perfectly raw from the toes

DR. CHASE
MAKES A
WONDERFUL
CURE

. to the knees. Aftertrying every available

remedy without receiving any benefit,
and almost hopeless of relief, she was
advised to try Dr. Chase's Ointment. She
has altogether used 8 boxes since com-
mencing, but with the happiest results,
for she is now completely cured. There
is but one scar on one of her feet, a
memento of her fearful suffering condi-
tion. Any person desiring further testi-
mony in this case is at liberty to communi-
cate with Mrs. Wright at her address,
Norval P.O.

Mrs. Knight says after such a grand

success, is itany wonder we recommend
. Chase’s Ointment?
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FREE GOVERNMENT AT STAKE.

The Times admits that the Colonist has
correctly given the reasons which in-
fluenced the Lieutenant-Gevernor in dis-
missing his ministers. We were quite
aware that the reasons were correct,
but it is always satisfactory to receive
corroboration, especially from a govern-
ment organ., <

One of the reasons was the action of
the government in regard to the Redis-
bution bill. Let us follow this admis-
sion to its logical conclusion. The Redis-
tribution bill was introduced by a mes-
sage from the Lieutenant-Governor,
showing that he knew of its contents
and approved of them; it was altered in
one particular at the suggestion of the
Lieutenant-Governor; it was passed by
the house; it was assented to by the
Lieuntenant-Governor; an election was
held under it, and the government was
sustained, thereby showing that the peo-
ple in the only manner known to the
constitution approved of the bill. Yet
because his ministers intreduced the bill
he dismissed them. To quote the Times:
*His confidence in them was destroyed
by such crimes as the gerrymander bill.”

We assert, and we defy successful con-
tradiction, that since parliamentary gov-
ernment was first known in England
there never was an instance before where
the Crown or its representative ventured
to dismiss a ministry for an act which
received the endorsement of parliament
‘and the people.

The bold effrontery with which the
above proposition is put forward by the
Times is without parallel or precedent.
It is to be taken as the position ‘as-
sumed by Mr. Semlin.. We do not know
how the people of British Columbia will
receive such a stretch of the prerogative,
but’we do know that if the Sovereign of
Great Britain should undertake to dis-
miss & ministry for having introduced a
bill which parliament passed and the
people ratified, there would be a revolu-
tion within twenty-four hours. No Sov-
ereign of England has dared do such a
thing in eighteen hundred years.

This shameless avowal of one of the
chief organs of the Semlin ministry
should stir the people of British Colum-
bia as they never were stirred befors,
When the time is ripe for a demonstra-
tion of their displeasure, we hope they
will know how to make it. In the mean-
time we feel confident that every mem-
ber of the legislature, elected to support
Mr. Turner, will stand by him until this
great blow at the rigl}ts of the people has
been avenged. The opportunity cannot
be long deferred. .

If the people submit to such a contra-
vention of their rights, they are unfit for
self-government.

A report is in ecirculation that the
Semlin administration is about to inaug-
urate the spoils system in the ecivil ser-
vice. We hope this is. a mistake, and
that nothing of the kind will be done.
As long as competent men fill necessary
positions, they ought. to be permitted to
remain in office, no matter to whom they
owed their appointment, or how they
may have voted. It will be a great
blunder to Dbegin dismissing men for
party reasons. British Columbia history
shows that provincial governments are
not usually long-lived, and if each minis-
try is to turn out the appointees of the
previous one, we will soon have the civil
service prostituted to very base uses.
Moreover, the usefulness of the service
would be very greatly impaired, for a
good man would not take office if he
feared he might lose it any day through
no fault of his own,

e Bl bk e S e

A correspondent asks the Colonist why
it objects to a royalty on Yukon gold.
We were not aware that we had object-
ed to it. = The furthest we have gone is
to say that 10 per cent. upon the gross
output appears excessive. ‘We are not
greatly impressed by the failure of some
of the richest miners to make a clean-up
this year. If by waiting 12 months
they could escape the royalty, as they

on their gold in the dumps, besides ‘being
able next season to wash it up more
cheaply.

——————

A NEGLECTED OPPORTUNITY.

Lord Herschell, of the international
cummission,‘ came to . Victoria. He
said he came here to get information on
the subjects to be dealt with at the Que-
bec conference. He so told a.reporter of
the Colonist, and the statement was duly
printed in the Colonist the next morn-
ing. He repeated the statement the
following day to another representative
of the Colonist, adding that he hoped

that the people of this part of Canada,
if they had any information of value

hope, they would get pretty good interest;

to the commission, would not fail to
send it forward. He attended a Bar
dinner and made a speech there. He is
reported to have expressed great sur-
rrise when he found that the speech was
not to be reported. The failure to re-
port was not due to the Colonist, which
asked half a dozen times if it might
send a reporter to the dinner. The re-
perter would have dined at‘home, and
simply have gone to the dinner and re-
ported the speech of the evening. But
this was not permitted.

The fact of the matter is that the peo-
ple of Victoria approached Lord Her-
schell, as though he were surrounded
with that “divinity that doth hedge a
king,” as though he were some creature
dropped down from the peariy gates of
Heaven, who should be looked at only
tkrough smoked glass, a sort of modern
Veiled Prophet of Korassan, who might
blast presuming mortals with a glance.
Instead of being hyper-exclusive and
wrapped up in the consciousness of his
wisdom, Baron Herschell was an ex-
ceedingly affable gentleman, not very
easy to interview, indeed, but this was
because he plied his interviewer with
so many- questions, but about the last
man in the two hemispheres who could
be accused of approaching a subject
from the know-it-all standpoint’. Amd so
it came about that the principal member
of the international commission came to
Victoria and went away again very little,
if any, the wiser for his trip.

The excuse is made by those persons,
wkose positions should have led them to
see that our distinguished visitor was
informed upon any points in which we
kave a special interest, that they did
not know that he cared to be talked to.
If these gentlemen had stopped to think
for a moment they would have realized
that Lord Herschell, able and well-in-
formed though he unquestionably is, can-
pot be 'expected to understand our local
questions. He had enjoyed an oppor-
tunity of investigating the sealing ques-
tion, because there is a great deal of
literature bearing upon that; but he
could not possibly understand the Alas-
ka-Canadian boundary question, as it ap-
pears from a local standpoint, or the
tisheries question, or the matter of min-
ing privileges, lumber trade, coasting,
the lead duty, alien labor and other sub-
iects especially touching this province.
Hew could he be expected to understand
these things? His attention has prob-
ably never been specially directed to
them, and if it had been, where would he
have obtained information in Great Bri-
tain in regard to them? It is more than
doubtful if any one here understands
them all. How then can we expect a
stranger to know everything about them?

This opportunity was allowed to pass
unimproved, and it looks as if that of
sending to Quebec some one to represent
the case of the province to the commis-
sioners would also be‘allowed to pass by.
Much would depend upon the represen-
tative. He could not attend the session
of the commissioners and make argu-
ments there; but he could place the views
of the people of the province before the
British commissioners, who would un-
questionably grant him every facility for
so doing. Let it not be forgotten that
there is not upon the commission or in
the federal cabinet a man, specially in-
formed as to the wants and wishes of the
people of British Columbia. Qur des-
patches yesterday said that a long ad-
journment was likely to take place to
give the commissioners an opportunity
to receive delegations from American
cities. Does any one suppose for a mo-
ment that the cities and governments
of the Eastern provinces will not see that
ihe views, which they may hold upon
the questions to be dealt with, will pot
be presented to the commission—we mean
to the British members of the commis-
sion? Our despatches answer this ques-
tion.

The plain truth of the matter is that
in Vietoria and in British Columbia gen-
erally, there is conspicuous an element,
which does not appreciate the demo-
cratic_principtes upon which Canada is
governed, and looks upon people in au-
thority as being above instruction or
criticism. This element seems to forget
fhat the affairs of Canada are the affairs
of the humblest citizen, that commission-
ers, imperial or otherwise, appointed to
look after the interest of the Dominion,
are looking after the interests of the
people of the Dominion, and that they
have no right to decline, and will never
decline to listen to what the people for
whom they are acting have to say. What
we ought to learn in €Canada is that the
people rule, that those in authority only

act for the people. We mneed to get
over the notion that by putting some

one in authority we make him better
than ourselves; we tieed to overcome the
idea that by exalting men in office they

are made to shed a lustre upon those
with whom they associate on terms of
intimacy. The making of official emi-
nence and titles of dignity fetishes to
which the common herd must kow-tow,

after th.e fashion of a Chinaman, is out
of keeping with the institutions of Cun-
ada and hostile to its best interests,

. Will be found an excellent remedy for
sick headache, Carter’s little Liver Pills,
Thousands of letters from people whe
have used them prove this fact.Try them,

§ Current Comment%

ADVENT OF THE BOSS.

The question of whether the Turner
government or the opposition are in
power, has sunk into insignificance be-
side the more important question of
whether the people are to rule or whether
as Mr. Bostock’s chief ward heeler says,
“ Bostock is the political boss of British
Columbia.” The Lieutenant-Governor,
at the instigation of the Bostocrats, find-
ing that Cassiar was favorable to.Tur-
ner, took matters into his own hands,
and dismissed the man with the largest
following. 'The calling in of Beaven
was, of course, a blind, as was the sub-
sequent request of Semlin to form a min-
istry. The intention from the first was
to make Joe Martin premier, but so in-
sidiously that it would appear, like Cin-
cinnatus of old, he was called out of
the obscurity his modesty preferred, to
lead the people. Even the best laid
plans sometimes fail, and this little
scheme was about to fall to the ground
because of the intention of Mr. Semlin
to form a cabinet or appeal to the coun-
try. This would never suit the Bosto-
crats. The wave of indignation at the
high-handed proceedings of Lieutenant-
Governor MclInnes, and the ingenuous-
ness of the Martin-Bostock-Deane outfit
would overwhelm the latter. Far bet-
ter for them to give Mr. Semlin the nom-
inal leadership and force his hands on
the quiet. Should Semlin then make a
failure on the lines they lay down, then
they feould disown him and ask for a
lease of power to show what they could
do.—Kamloops Standard.

FOR PARTY GOVERNMENT.

Another provincial élection is immi-
nent—unavoidable. 'When the house
meets the majority will be in opposition,
and the government’s course will be an
appeal to the people. Some of the
more sanguine of our friends still hope
for the restoration of Mr. Turner to
power through some retractory opera-
tion which they look for' from the Lieu-
tenant-Governor. 'We have little hope,
however, of the materialization of any-
thing startling Turnerward from that
source. To restore Mr. Turner would
simply mean an open confession of error
and incompetency upon the part of His
Honor, and with which the Dominion
government would feel in duty bound to
deal summarily. So that, with no hope
in this direction, it only remains for
Mr. Turner and his followers to defeat
Premier Eemlin or Premier Cotton, when
the House convenes. Dissolution will
necessarily follow, then a general elec-
tion. Party lines will place each con-
testant upon an equal basis, and wil
not, as heretofore, place Conservative
candidates under obligation to Grit
friends, and vice versa. Without clear-
cut party lines, knifing and unfaithful-
ness cannot be avoided. The interests
of the province will be quite as safe in
the hands of a distingt party govern-
ment as in the hands of a non-partisan
government. Why not ? 'The ex-oppo-
sitionists in the composition of which
Gritism is the predominant element, we
are aware, are under the impression
that party lines will prove detrimental
to the interests of the province. They,
therefore, object. But reading between
the lines, it is clear that their objection
is based upon a fear that the result of
an election conducted in this way would
mean a triumph for the Conservatives,
as the recent contest showed beyond
question that the Tories of this province
are very largely in the majority.
are very largely in the majority.—New
Westminster Sun.

Acute Rheumatism

Pains in the Foot and Limb—A
Complete Cure Accomplished by
Hood’s Sarsaparilla.

% For a number of years I was affticted
with acute rhenmatism in my lett side
and all the way down my limb into my
foot. I live five blocks from my work and
had to stop and rest several times in going
and coming. I could get' no relief from
my trouble and was on the point of giv-
ing up my job when I happened to hear of
Hood’s Sarsaparilla. Ipurchased a bottle
of this medicine and a vial of Hood’s Pills
and began taking them. Before I had
half finished them I was relieved and it
was not iong before I was completely
cured. I never lose an opportunity t0
praise Hood’s Sarsaparilla, for my cure
meant a great deal to me, as I havesa fam-
fly and must always be at my post.”
Witriax HASKETT, yardman, Grand
Trunk Railroad depot, Brantford, Ontario.

Hobd’s Sarsaparilla

Is the best—In fact the One True Blood Purifier:
Sold by all druggists. $1; six for $5.
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