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THE FARMERS AT OTTAWA

Recent dispatches from Ottawa Sugge st
the likelihood that the Dominion Parlismnent
will adjourn on December 16 for that day
and give all the members and senators an

opportunity to lear the organized farmers

present their case. This is certainl)
course that should be pursued because w
the Western furmers have to say when t

go to Ottawa i1s applicable to every wmember
of the Dowminion Parliament I'he condition
of affairs existing 1o the agricultural

munities of Western Ontario and the Prairi

Provinces are not a subject of interest to
the government alon but should !
vitally mmportant to very member ol
Parliament The governwment 18 merely
the eXxecutive committ of Par
liament, and it would be unfortunate
if the presentation made by the |
should reach the ears of only the me

of the government. This is the first time
the farmers of Canada, in representative ¢a

pacity, have taken their grievances to Ottawa

to demand redress. This faet tselfl is
of sufficient importance to and tl
attention of any man who has any | Lo

AKIng ol

play in the
The fact t!
cultural class
of existing |
tional questions s
of doubt the ver
what they should
parliament will give
grievances presented by the farmers and
make an honest e
session to enact

t the articulate volee of the agri

Sjuare deal to ¢

they will be § fun
tion. There are far too few of mbers
at Ottawa animated by an honest and sincer
desire to improve conditions Il majority
of them give little | d nation affairs
uniess it 1o add theu ) n

or condemnation of the actions of the party
which happens to be in wer. If the ga
of party polities (for t benefit f u
parties or the friends of tl %) was
not quite so faithfully f wed tl Amon
people would secu ) g ter beneiit
from federal legislati than they do at the
present Althoug! L » 18 Ke an
absurd ol It, we nevertl

sent ro sition that L

ion Parliament should deal with t e

of the farmers upon their merits and not as
political motives may prompt them

THE COAL COMPANIES' LAMENT

A loud wail, in the shape of a sixty pag
8 Lbeing sent throug i Can 3
ompanies of Nova Seotia in pro

re
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will not sell in New England market, Mr
can

Plummer explains it, that the A
coals are ‘‘gencrally more desirable If

. more reason why

that is so then it is all tl
we should not have a tariff on coal, because
best that can

we want 1o this ceountry

be secured at the cheapest price. Mr Plum-

mer also explains another trick which has
squently been suspected of on the part of

Canadian mapufacturers. Ie says that the
Nova Scotia dealers in try)ung to sell their
o4 n the United tates have ma to the
American ongessions in price equal to the
smount of duty It would seem a fair pro
position that the Canadian consumer should
I I the same ‘‘concessions’’ as does the
American consumer, because it would not be
onsidered | 4 mowment that these conces

sions eliminate all the profit from the sale of
the coal. This in itself should be a sufficient
answer to the coal dealers and should remove
the last objection against taking the duty off
of coal-coming into Canada. Mr. Plummer’s
talk about combines, the revenue of the Nova
Scotia government, the Intercolonial Railway
Montreal Harvest Cowmmissioners
s to nothing. The coal companies of

Provinees are capable of taking

are of selves and they should be made
to do it no longer percl emselves upon
the backs of the Canadian consumers and
iasU 1otism
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all be of no avail. The customs tariff of
Canada has got to go down a great ljr:i;l
lower than it is today. Day by day this j
becoming the determination of the ultimate
consumers upon whose back the tarig
burden rests. They will not be put aside
from the task to which they have got
themselves. The two parties in the ][,,A,,:
of Commons at the present time are largely
sparring for wind on the tariff '|u"s'.“.u:;
Both seem to be afraid to do anything that
the people

will be for the good «

SOME TARIFF VAGARIES

In the tariff schedule of 1907 there are
711 items

benefit of free twine, eream separators, and
barbed wire. Practically all the other free
entries are for the benefit of the manufae
turers. Since 1907 twenty items have been
placed on the fr
and thirteen ot} items have been reduced
It is surprising how the ge

21 being free. Farmers get the

e list by order-in-coune

vernment finds out

while

o discover that

the requirements of the manufacturers
|

they do not seem to be able

there is any necessity of placing any artieles
on the free list for the benefit of the §
dueers of food ;*r-uiu *ts, or the consumers of

manufactured articles. Does the faet that

the Manufacturers’ Association retains a
high salaried tariff agent explain this dif
ference?! The manufacturers of leather gt
their raw material, such as hides, free of

duty, and get a drawback on steraine, caseine

hyposulphates, and other les used in the

production of leather. Of course they are
protectionists when it comes to leather, and
free traders when it comes to other commeodi

bolts, mend

ne things t
any drawback 1 hey
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