Page 6

BENEFITS OF COMPETITION

In the Melbourne Weekly Times, of Marech

16, 1912, one of the leading Australian jour
pals, we find the following advertisements
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MONEY
On FARM LANDS from 4 Per Cont
Basaess Promptly and (heaply Arranged
I ACCEPT LOCAL YALUATIONS
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Bernard Michael,

Anetinaser and FParm Seleeman, 83 Quren W

This shows the effect of the Australian
state system of providing loans to farmers
at a low rate of interest. The state has not
found it necessary to loan a huge amount
to the farmers in Australia hecause private
concerns have been compelled to reduce their
rates of interest to meet the state competi
tion. Similarly in Canada the governments
will not find it necessary to loan any tremen
dous sum, as the loan and mortgage com-
panies would be compelled to reduce their
rates to a competitive basis

GLOBE EDITOR VERSUS THE GLOBE

Speaking in St. Stephen’s Church on Sun-
day, June 2, Dr. J. A. Macdonald, editor of
the Toronto Globe, denounced war and pre-
paration for war in the strongest terms. The
common saying, ‘' In peace prepare for war,”’
was all wrong, he declared, as history and
experience proved. ‘‘In peace prepare for
more peace’’ was the motto he would have
the nation accept. Referring to the hundred
years of peace along the international boun-
dary between Canada and the United States
and the lack of cannon or fortress along the
whole three thousand miles, Dr. Macdonald
predicted that if war vessels were placed on
the Great Lakes supposedly to maintain the
peace, nothing could prevent a conflict in the
future. Turning to the financial, moral and
racial burdens involved in actual wars or in
the everlasting preparation for war, ‘‘Is this
damnable folly to go on forever?'’ he asked.
“Damnable is the only word, and folly
—damnable folly.”” A special duty lay on
Canada, he contended, to point the way for
the other nations in bringing in the day of
world-wide peace. .

S0 much for the editor of the Globe. Now
for the Globe. The Vietoria Day parade in
Toronto stirred up bitter regrets in the heart
of the Globe, it appears, because the Cana-
dian youth were not being trained wholesale
in the gentle art of shooting-to-kill.

l"l'bo remedy,’’ says the Giobe, ‘‘is the cut
tilg out of the fuss and fesathers that cost so
much and count for so little in real warfare,
and the placing of a rifle in the hands of every
young Canadian between the ages of ecighteen
and twedty-one under conditions that will per
mit him to become a competent shot. That
would involve the laying out of hundreds of
small rifle ranges thton.goul the counmtry, and
& very considerable annual expenditure for
ammunition. But the result would be that in
time of trouble Canada could call to the colors
hundreds of thousands of men who could shoot.
And the country that can put into the fleld™
great masses of men who ean shoot is invulner
able. It is about time for the Dominion to get
down to business in the matter of national de
fence.'’

In other words, Canada must fall in Jine
in the ‘‘damnable folly’’ business which Dr.
Maedonald so strongly denounces. Can it be
that one argument is intended for home con-
sumption in jingoistic Toronto, and the bet-
ter-reasoned plea is presented before the

THE GRAIN GROWERS'

GUIDE

common sense West? Or is there a split in
the Globe! In ARY case we wonder whether
the Globe will convert Dr. Macdonald or Dr
Mardondid ronvert the tGilobe

GOVERNMENT TO BUILD TERMINALS

Grain Growers throughout the West will
be glad to learn that the Dominion Govern
ment is proceeding to ervet a three million
bushel terminal elevator at Fort William im
mediately. The forty-seven acre site secured
will be sufficient to allow of the addition of
ten or & dozen units of equal capacity. The
pew grain commission has acted with com
mendable promptoness in this work and an
nounce their intention to have the elevator
ready for use by the close of navigation. The
announcement of the commissioners states
that the new elevator will be a model of con-
venience and will contain all the modern ap
pliances for handling and storing grain
Though the erection of this elevator is stated
to be an experiment there is no reason why it
should not be a success, as additional storage
is needed and must be had, so that the neces
SArY revenue s nlr--a'l_\ assured The p|1fﬂ“i
that beset the pathway of publicly owned
internal elevators can hardly operate to the
disadvantage of public terminals. The at
tention of the grain commission will next be
called to the Western seaboard where there
is need of elevator facilities. In order that
the Panama canal route may benefit the
grain growers of Alberta and Saskatchewan
there must be proper bulk grain handling
and storing facilities at the Pacific coast
Such terminals should be publicly owned and
operated and will not be handicapped by
competition

“THE KING OF TRUSTS”

One billion dollars—enough to make a
town full of millionaires—is a pretty good
profit for a few seasons’ bHusiness. That is
the huge sum which the United States Steel
Corporation is estimated to have pocketed
during the past nine years. Sheltered behind
a tariff wall whose height is all that these
ardent protectionists could wish, the trust
has been able to make a net profit of $13 on
every ton of steel turned out of the factories
For the simple work of organizing the amal-
gamation, the banking house controlled by
J. Pierpont Morgan received the tidy little
commission of $70,000,000. All of this billion
dollars has come out of the people. It is only
now and again when such corporation figures
are made publie that the people can see how
rich they themselves really are—or would be
if greedy capitalists did not continually fleece
them. The vast revenues of the steel mag-
nates, to be sure, were paid in the first in-
stance by the railways and the manufactur-
ing plants throughout America. But these
lost no time in shifting the burden onto the
patient shoulders of the common people.
Every passenger on a train, every shipper,
every member, indeed, of the great consum-
ing publie, has had to pay his individual tri-
bute to the Steel Trust Octopus.

Inasmuch as the Steel Corporation is prais-
ed as the most perfect type of organization
known to the business world, is called the
““King of Trusts,”’ and is the envy of a host
of would-be combinesters, it may be worth
while seeing how it treats its employees.
Some of its stockholders recently became
curious in the same regard, and set out to in-
vestigate. Of the 175,000 workmen whose
conditions were looked into, more than one-
quarter were found to be working for twelve
hours a day. This means that for at least six
days a week these men had only eleven
hours or less at home. Let one subtract the
hours of rest and sleep required by a manual
toiler, the time for his breakfast and supper,
and see how much of a margin is left for
reading, amusements, self-improvement and
the cultivation of the aecquaintance of his
wife and children. But this is not the worst.
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In some of the combine’s plants the work
men must put in the same twelve hours for
seven :'u}l a ﬁv'-‘k' This information. it
WMUst B¢ remembered, comes to us not from
a hostile muek-raking commission, nor a
magazine sensation-monger, but from genu
ine stockholders of the Corporation, who re
gularly draw their dividends (good fat divi
dends, too) from the concern. Their findings
sceordingly, are sure to be well within the
mark. One thing is clear. If the ‘"most per
feet”" trust yet evolved tucks away in its
own pockets $1.000000000 and yet shows
no more regard for the real producers of that
wealth than to grintd them down for twelve
hours on six days if not the whole week, yoar
in and year out, then the Trust is not such
a patriotic and benevolent institution after
all. What it needs is not *‘protection,”” but
detection’’ and exposure

JUST A SLIGHT DIFFERENCE

Here is & gem from our old friend Indus
trial Canada

These books are being priated in the United
Staten.’ says The Grain Growers' Guide.. What
books! Why, some ivycovered, prehistoric Free
Trade tracts which The Ouide is sending out
broadeast to convert Canada to a lost cause
We would suggest that their titles be changed
to the following: ‘Rapid and Certain Methods
to Make Canada an Adjunet of the United
States.” The Guide and ita friends do not want
to see anything printed or made in Canada
Their poliey is to send the money and work
across the line.’

This refers to our eampaign for eirculating
Henry George's ‘' Protection or Free Trade.”’
Our policy is to buy where we can get the
best value for our money. We do not believe
in the slogan of the Canadian Manufacturers’
association, namely, ‘‘Canada for 2,600 Cana
dians’’ who comprise that organization

Direet Legislation seems in Canada to be
a geographical reform. In Manitoha any-
one advoeating this system of popular legis
lative control is denounced by the govern
ment as Grit ; in Saskatchewan the same man
\\nul" be (‘i'!l’rl'll'l] '-\ the government as a
Tory, while in Alberta, where both parties
have endorsed it, the man who opposes is
an exception. Probably in some of the East.
ern provinees an advoeate of Direct Legis-
lation would be deseribed as an ‘‘Anar-
chist.”” Is anything further required to
prove the urgent necessity of removing from
party politicians the power they now have
to confuse the péople?

Cheap money for farmers is one of the
issues in the Provineial general election cam-
paign in New Brunswick which is ﬁ‘:)w in
progress, government loans to farmers at 5
per cent. being one of the planks in the plat-
form of the Liberal opposition. Mr. A. B.
Copp, the leader of the party, has declared
that ““if the Provinee can afford to guaran-
tee bonds for railways on insufficient
security, the publiec credit can much better
be used to advance money to our own farm-
ers at easy rates and take as security their
farms.”’

Our flag-flapping manufacturers prate
about the danger of Canadians allowing
themselves to get into the hands of the
American trusts. Meantime all Western
Canada is praying to be delivered into the
hands of the American cement trust in order
that they may buy cement 67 per cent.
cheaper than our own patriotic merger is
charging. There are a great many other
American trusts that are angels compared
with similar mergers in Canada..

W. R. Travers, president of the wrecked
Farmers' Bank, who is now ‘‘residing’’ at
Kingston penitentiary, says that banks should
be inspected. He knows.




